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Dear 



received. 



Tour letters of April 17th and 18th have been 






With respect to your inquiries, I am unable to 
comment in the manner you requested. Information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be r maintained as confidential In 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer 
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the 
matters you mentioned. 
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of interest. 



Enclosed is some literature I hope you will find 



Sincerely yours, 



WAILED 20 

Afl ? Z $ WG4 



#■ Edgar Boovw 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






Enclosures (4) » / 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! I / 
Internal Security 4-17-62 r 

"Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 
"Faith in Freedom" 



V 



J 




NOTE: * Bufiles contain no derogatory informatiorfre. correspondent . Her let: 
of 7-18-63 was complimentary concerning the Bureau's work in fighttag^pAKnu 
and the Director's book, "Mastefrs of Deceit. " She was seq^ material on 
communism with our reply of 7-26-63. (94-5-52578) American Council of 
Christian Churches has not been investigated by the Bureau and we eq)oy cordis 
relations with several of its leaders. 
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Washington D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Q Would like to know if American Council of Christan Churches 6 
National Council of Churches are, one 6 the same. 

Assuming they are not, would like to know if American 
Council of Christan Churches are Communist infiltrated, or have 
ever been investigated by„our government? 



In article written by American Council of Christan Churches 
literature item No. 100, written by W. O. H. Gorman "Is a quotation, 
which says, "I confess to a real apprehension so long as Co mm u n ist 
are able to secure minster of the gosphel to prompt thier eviel work.*' 

i 

I Assuming this was your quotation was it directed at the Nat. 
Council of Churches? Did you later repeal this statement? 



Sincerely, 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I live in a small community, population 150. 

We have one church in our t3wn, Presbyterian tho denomination 
has nothing to do with the issue. 

The new Revised Standard Bible have, recently 
been purchased by our church. This is a concern to me, as 
I do not approve of the By S. V. Bibles. 

As I understand it the R. S. V. was revised 6 
approved by the Council of Churches, which has been accused 
of being Communist infiltrated. q 

|,j «f i i it e -* 

If possiable would like your opion on Council of 
Churches, and also your opinion of the new Revised Bible. 

Has the goverment ever investigated the Council 
of Churches ? If so what were there findings ? 

Sincerely, 



f-rc*. 



A /a 
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April 27, 1964 
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Dear 




^7. 






Your letter of April 20th has been received. 

c> 

A-y ^ 

With respect to your inquiry. Information contained* 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accofp- 
ante with regulations of the department of Justice and is available »j 
for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do ' 
or do not have data in our files relating to the organization you named, 



With regard to the pamphlet you mentioned, you arc 
apparently referring to a leaflet which has been distributed widely 
and contains a sentence from my statement made to the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 1947. In this 
statement, I was establishing the fact that It is a continuing program 
of the Communist Party to attempt to infiltrate every part of our 
society, including religion. When this passage is read in context, 
one realizes that I was not making reference to any particular 
organization or religious denomination. The statement in question 
is now out of print. 



Enclosed is literature which I trust will be of interest 



to you. 




Sincerely yours, 
a Edgac Uoobm 






\ J 1 



John Edgar Hoover 



Director. 








See Enclosures and Note next page. 
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Enclosures (4) 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
"Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism" 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The pamphlet to 
which he refers is believed to be the leaflet, "How Red is the Federal 
Council of Churches?" which has been widely distributed by the American 
Council of Christian Laymen. The sentence in contention is "I confess 
to a real apprehension, so long as communists are able to secure ministers 
of the gospel to promote their evil work. " This has frequently been brought 
to the. Bureau's attention in the past. 






Dear Sirs. 

I am writing this letter to you in hopes that I can help 
to re-unite our church. Our church has been separated due to the tact 
that some people have sent some literature to the effect that the' National 
Council of Churches is communist infiltrated. 

I am under the impression that it is not. If I am wrong 
I would like to know this also. 

We have a pamphlet and on the cover is a statement 
made by J Edgar Hoover to the effect that he expresses great trepidation 
as long as the communists are able to take over the clergy. I would 
like to know what was said alo/ig with this as I feel it may have been 
taken from context. 




Any information you can forward to me would be appre- 
ciated as our church is a small one and cannot afford to be separated. 

It would appear to my untrained eye that these sympathizers 
do more harm than good by causing such a big argument. Consequently 
our church is no longer any help to anyone. ; 
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April 27, 13C4 
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D iUt el , 

Gsle-Z 



Dear 



Your letter of April 21st has been received. 



With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained os confidential In 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is 
.iv&iUble for official use only. It Is hoped you will not infer either 
that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the organization 
you mentioned. You may be assured that I have not furnished a 
statement such us you indicated to the individual you named. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



Interest. 



( MAILED 20 n 

r.r K 271264 * 



Sincerely yours. 



— * J. Edgar Hooves 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (4) 

1 - Richmond - Enc. 

Attention SAC: Correspondent and 
not identifiable in BufUes. 



Enc. /X 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 . r • 
4/1/61 LEB Introduction 
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
Faith In God^-Our Answer to Communism 
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TRUE COPY 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



Rustburg Va. has stated 
publicly that he has a letter -from you which proves that the^ National 
Council of Churches is a communist organization. I have not, however, 
seen the letter. 

I would like to know if the National Council of Churches 
is presently considered to be a communist controled or dominated organizatic 
Any information you can/ supply me will be greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 
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Your letter of April 22nd, with enclosure, has been ; 
received and it was indeed thoughtful of you to bring material - 
to my attention. *1 4 



With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 



n 

CD * 



accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. It is hoped you will not Infer either 
that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the matters 
you mentioned. 



/ 



interest. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 
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Sincerely yours, 
ft. Edtgar Hoover 
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Let's Fight Communism Saielyl 
4/1/61 LEB Introduction 
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director . • 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bee enclosure 
was a pamphlet describing the reasons why a minister ot the 
Episcopal church was leaving his congregation. 
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April 22, 1964 



F. B. I. 

Washington, T>. C© 



Gentlemen: 

vni -you kindly send me any material you have available 
on the subject of Communist infiltration of the churches, 

especially infiltration of the' naUonal_Courcil^r 

Churches# 

I have recently become awakened to the fac * J hat °^ 
clergy are, I believe, literally brain-washed urless 
they keep themselves informed from sources other than 
church publications/ and our local press , ^ E 

but a political organ. I am a member of the fc 

Churchand I was shocked to discover that the rector of g 
the church 1 attend is completely unaware of any un- > 
patriotic or apostate tendencies of the Rational Council g 
of Churches. 1 need something Actual to show r 
is a very serious problem with my husband and me 1 be “J8eg* 
r it «;livcl« leaSinf the church, but thls woula sol,. 

^nc thine, so it world be sore purposeful to attempt to 
I enlighten people who cn take setion to chance the , 

S condition So 

I an enclosing a pamphlet which. If *£• not 
already seen it, may be ©f © 
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Br ye not UlMrtjtKilly yoked together with untie* 
l evers : for what idlowiliip hath righteoutnets with 
inirighteoiiMmui? and wliat connnuniwn hath light with 
■ Lirknrss? Ami what cum-urd hath Chriil with Belial* 
••r what port hath he that hehcvetli with an inTultl? 
\nd what agreement lath the temple of God with 
j loU? for ye are the temple of the living God; a> God 
hath laid, f will dwell in ilimi and walk in them; and I 
will be tlieir God. atul they dull lie my people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, ami lie ye 
eparate. laith the laird, ami tottch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you. And will I* a Father 
unto you, ami ye ehalUlir my ium» and daughters, taith 
die Lord Almighty.* , 



Statement 

of the Rev. James P. Dees 



And so I come out. I have found that there arc other 
|>eo|iK wlio have s uttered the same trials of their faith 
and the samr mental anguish tint I liavr suffered, and 
tney plan ujn rune out with nu\ We plau to set uj» a new 
I '^>y|LChurch patterned after the historic Anglican 
h a^^Bradilion. We lielievr tliAt f«od will hies* our 
effort s.^^Y c I at lit* vi* that there are many who believe ns 
we 1*1 i rye and who are looking for a wh«»lrsome spiritual 
Itonte. \Ve brittle tliai there are .many who are weary of 
contributing their money toward Church programs that 
f,rr oitjmsed to the welfare of our cmmtrv and Biblical 
religion, and who would welcome the op|jnrtuniry of 
being aide to make a coutriliutioii to wlial we are trying to 
do. If you are one of these people, then we extend to 
you a most nrofound and prayerful invitation to come 
along and help build an Epistojial Church liased oil the 
Scriptures ana on the orthodox faith, one that possesses 
a purged ancient and orthodox liturgy and traditions, and 
jrtie that seeks humbly by ( »od\s grace to strip itself of tin* 
belief, apostasy, and pagan superstitions, to witness to 
God Almighty in the name of If is divinely aftiiiinted 
Non, tn His spirit, to whom aUme wr give all tlie praise 
and honor ana glory. 



If you arc interested further in 
wilUd us hear from you. 






our plans, wc hope 



Rev. James P. Dees 
P. O. Box 128 
Statesville, North Carolina 
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on His Withdrawal 



WHY I AM I.EAVING Till PROTESTANT FITS- 
COPAL CHl'KCll TO WORK WITH OTHERS Will » 
DESIRE TO RECAmrURF. THE FAITII OK nl.'R 
FATHERS AND THE WITNESS OF THE 
HISTORIC CHURCH 



h. 



I am a clergyman of the Episcopal Church. 1 have |*en 
in the ministry now here in North Carolina for more than 
fourteen years. I have served as priest in dutrge of one 
mission and as rector of two fiarishes. In times |iast it 
has been my privilege to serve my Church in many re* 
sponsible positions. I was for several years a mrmlier of 
the Executive Council of the Diocese in which I was lo- 
cated, and was Secretary of the Diocesan Convention, 
Chairman of the Department of Youth, a memlier uf the 
Department of Christian Education, and a memlier of 
the Dr]>artment of Camps and Conferences, to mention 
some of the positions ! have held. 

But the time has come when I can no longer support 
the Protestant Episcopal Church and what it stands for 
and I am now coming out of it. To say that I am leav- 
ing my Church is not quite the whole truth, for I feel that 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, for reasons to be enu- 
merated, has already left me. I am separating myself 
from what the Church has become. I am mit of 



ences have now readied into Church publications includ* 
Church School literature for our young people. 



So cndi the “Relief and Declaration of Purpose" of 
the Cummittfc of Christian Laymen* 



It is oinriotis, it seems to me, th&; ...uch of the pro. 
prams of the National Council of Churches and of the 
international Communist conspiracy are being promoted 
within the framework of the Episcopal Church. A new 
clergyman in the diocese some time ago cjuoted a bishop 
as indicating to him that M the plunu" — that is. preferred 
positions — in tlie Diocese went to the men who pro- 
moted the program of thr N'atjmial Council of Churches. It 
seems obvious. The Church, in my opinion. i*» so *irientcd 
toward a program of political and suci.il action, tliat it 
practically has lost its true mission! Wr have eomniit- 
m the Giurelt that tell us liow the Church can be 
effect ivein getting legislation passed, such legislation as 
■r"' a Mjk[oii of capital punishment, civil riglits (so* 
VI When I support the Church, I am sup- 

|Wt indigencies of the Church doing tliese kinds of 
things. I find that I cannot endure it any longer. It 
appears that the Church has drgenemted into the role of 
a political and social action committee trying to remake 
the world, hy the use of force and jiersuasion. into the 
image that the prople in authority in it think it ought 
to be made into, rather than, through preaching the 
Gospel, letting the Holy Spirit of God move men to do 
His will freely. 



I feel that in the Protestant Episcopal Church I ’am 
supporting a political and social action program com- 
nutted to things that 1 disagree with and that are dis* 
placing the Church 9 s primary function of proclaiming the 
saving grace offered to sinners through faith in thr 
Divine Saviour. I am afraid that I have had about all 
that I can stand. 



FUST CONCIKN IS THE FAITH 



"^uj^Hnes are times of grave concern. Mv first con- 
the historic Christian Faith. Christianity is 



" ~ | .MHI. I* 

founded on God the Father's revelation of Himself to the 
world through His divinely appointed Son. knowledge 
of whom has been committed truthfully to us through 
the Scriptures and through the Holy Spirit and through a 
faithful niinistry. My second concent is for my coun- 
try* which is based on the Federal Constitution as it i* 
plainly worded and plainly intended by its authors and 
based on the basic economic factor of private pro|»erty. 
and on concern for the preservation of our national 
sovereignty and individual freedom. Thirdly in order 
comes my concern for the Episcopal Church. I cannot 
accommodate myself to rationally and willfully serving 
both good ami evil When the Episcopal Gturch serves 



cause* tliat I ronsidf i«» U* evil and cotnr.irv to die licit 
iillffc*t*. *$! til* I’lihti.'al uiith and of niy country, llteil 
something l.o to per somewhere, and ii v isrsoail in- 



tegritv under G*! * n . ic ini|iortant to mi* than my »»• 
maiuing a pri i «• ih * Lpuropd Church. 



I feel i!si*.»rr t l irr the Church and I must >r pa rate. 

* *■* a lo.iy i nw that 1 should si, p u . 

Clmrrh and l>hi f ; »i •.>* 1 believe in. from w thin ihe 
Chirih. Mid | hrm* d*me so. I tm I think imw tliat the 
lime h«v. cmik* wlien 1 mav lie able to give a more adc- 
nuai. wiines :*. Gr.d*s Truth nut oil* tin* Episcopal 
ChiiTih. 



t vvidi |n l**t a U- clearly known tint I *t.<no Hoemiivo- 
cally for certain clrincm* of tin* ortlindo.* ( i!i tliat 1 
otnddrr Ui.sic .m l piniml. rlv relevant .u tins lime, tliese 
elements luring: 

thi* Virgin I*, till of our Lord as hlstttthul f,n/ # 
tin Divinity id out I-ord. 



»!•*• Attdi.ng .‘jeiiuv of the Cross, 



tin* hVsnrnvtinn oi «mr Lord from the gnoe. leaving 
the tiimh i 9 iit f*iy on I . a*ter mom, 



the S^rmid Comiu/ of Jesus, and 
salv.iium hv f.rac* ilirtiugh Faith :Join\ 



To sum up now, from the negative *:d* . hi me sav 
that I miim* deeply the fact that the l*.p Church is 

lf!J i- 1 lhr ^wral divsipatii «n of t historic, 

IhMu .il I. oil i ; h i* actively engaged in «•*.?!: ng against 
tin Um iuieriM* of our country ; and it i ,«t V el\ work- 
ing tu di 'tno race. pe-iCeT'and Anterirai. < u:» ire hy ad- 
viK.it in- iht* iinc of force hy the Fedeial i ««ivernment. 
uhiili wtiiild la!:** .o\ .. uhimatelv all of fan iutdum and 
hlierlies. 



I know there is much true faith in t*.. •* hurch. I 
know well of many great sacrifices now made hy 

chmvhneu iu ih»r ii.iiin of our Saxiour. I* » 7 a |,* M | g j|- 
tiatioi! i!i.»i not have some good n. | with the 

had hut t lie evjs that I have jxiiuteil re.:* r< 4 >| on too 
great a ac.de ior me t* • live with here an;. !‘.:ger. If the 
i louse of Hidiop* will not give iis a cli*; ? 'atmieiit of 
u- all in. !i tin certain heretical aoimdiug p? . . mcemeiUs. 
and if *»:hi : ** in high places in the Gum *. * *. deny our 
■■°rd as t! :i one Way. Truth, and Life, ti.*- *> theologi- 
c.»i uni - • ritual climate is not for me. 



THE DEMAND OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 



„.The i.\:rtcenth through the eighteen!} vr*es of the 
Sixth C::..p:er of the Second Epistle */ *\ p au | to 
the Cori^t’iMiiv I tvrh *|H\iks lo me p? . !lv in this 
hour. 






the Church that I feci hat departed from what I consider 
to have been iu intellectual, spiritual, and doctrinal her- 
itage. I have had all that I can stand of its social, eco- 
nomic. and political program of socialism; of its pseudo- 
brotherhood; of its appeasement of the Communists ;of 
its so-called civil rights; and of its rejection of much tttat 
I consider to be fundamental to the Biblical faith. 



AN EPISCOPALIAN HERITAGE 

Let me preface what I have to say further fay saying 
that I am an Episcopalian gf many generations. Episco- 
pal clergy are among my forebears. I loved the Church 
of my childhood ana the Church that I felt was handed 
down to me at "the Church of our Fathers" I loved the 
comforting faith and gracious manners manifested in the 
lives of my early spiritual mentors, whose lives and 
teachings revealed that they were indwelt bv the Spirit 
of tr Sttfttir, whom they taught as the Bible plainly 
\^.s. Ml love its ancient liturgy and its sneient vest- 
ments. an^l love the creeds and the heritage of its 
architecture, its hymns, and many things besides. 

But the Church has changed; or, at least, the Church 
seems to be no longer as it used to appear. The spiritual 
and intellectual climate is no longer as in days gone by. and 
I fed that it has changed for the worse, and the faith of the 
clergy has been sorely watered down with libera) doctrine. 

The root of my unrest is found, I believe, in the fact 
that the bent of my nature is primarily toward the Divine 
Revelation recorded for us in the Bible, which, I believe, 
has been imparted by the grace of the Holy Spirit. As I 
interpret the situation, my faith is basically Biblical faith; 
and I think that the faith of the Church also should he 
Biblical faith ; and that its worship and practices should 
conform plainly to God's Word which is found in His 
Holy Book. 

f t YEARS OF REFLECTION 

rs of long and considered reflection over 
observations gleaned from many sources, I have come 
to the conclusion, however, that there is a wide discrepancy 
between what the Bible teaches and what many of the 
clergy, both of the priesthood and of the episcopate, be- 
lieve. There are many who do not believe that the Virgin 
Birth of Christ was an historical fact. They call it a 
myth. It is my conviction that there are many who do 
not believe that the tomb in which our Lord was buried 
on Good Friday was empty on Easter morning and that 
He had risen from the dead in a transformed, quickened, 
glorified body. They say this also is only myth. It is 
my personal observation that there are many in the 



Church who do not believe in the Holy Trinity, in its his- 
toric relevance and significance. One bishop says that it 
is out of date. There are many who do not believe in the 
plain Bible statements that salvation is offered through 
Christ alone, through His atoning sacrifice, to he appropri- 
ated through faith in Him, 

CHURCHMEN REJECT THE BIBLE 

As samples of current thinking, let me give you a few 
quotes from certain leaders of the Anglican Communion. 
Here are some attributed to His Grace, the most Rev. 
Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury*, who 
is recognized generally as the titular head of the world- 
wide Anglican Communion. It is reported that in tin* 

I .on don Daily Mail of October 2. 1961. he sr.id, "Heaven 
is also not a place to which we humans go in our present 
bodily state, nor is it a place for Christians only. Those 
who have led a good life on earth hut found themselves 
unable to believe in God will not be debarred from heaven. 
I expect to meet some present-day atheists there." He 
reportedly is quoted in the Oakland Tribunt of February 
3. 1956 in an AP dispatch from Durham, England, as 
follows : "The theology of ‘Christ bore your punishment : 
lielieve and lie saved/ when accompanied by the funda- 
mentalist’* clichd 'The Bible says’ is a very distorted view 
of the apostolic gospel.” Further questionable theology of 
the Archbishop is reprted in the same dispatch, where the 
Archbishop is said to have "attacked the Protestant. move- 
ment which insists upon the infallibility of the scriptures 
and such biblical miracles as the virgin birth and the 
physical resurrection of Christ.” Of Dr. Hewlett John- 
son. the "Red Dean” of Canterbury, it reportedly is stated 
in a UPI dispatch of January 26. 1959: He "was quoted 
as saying he believes Stalin li in heaven . . . 'Stalin was a 
rough and stern man. He had to he because he had a 
dirty job to do. Rut God's eye is a big eye and sees every- 
thing. good and liad. To know all is to forgive all. so I 
think that from heaven's point of view, Stalin is safe’.” 
These statements speak for themselves and are hardly de- 
serving of comment among people who believe the plain 
statements of Scripture. 

The Rt. Rev. Richard S. M. Emrich of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Michigan is quoted in the Detroit AVti'i of De- 
cember 30. 1961 as saying: "You see, God knows His 
own. and the one thing He wants is love. That is why a 
good Moslem, who loves God and his neighbor, has a 
better chance at heaven than a lazy, selfish Christian.” I 
wonder what prompted the bishop to engage in this 
sophistry; I wonder also, doe9 he consider the doctrine 
in the third chapter of the Gospel of St. John to be false 
doctrine? Apparently he does. 

It is my conviction that a Church that tolerates such 
views as these is to that extent apostate. It is my con- 



viction that such views in tlie CliurJi ;:ic .it 
fed that to the extent that I ai i supporting ;i • luu r ; 
permits such beliefs, 1 am *up|aorting ;ip.i>t.i«t I a i 
fully participating in the lietraval of uy l.«*r 1 a i. £ 
hid I I feel tliat the House ol llish'v* . f the Pi* \ 
Kpiscnjial Church has failed in one of it* luri* «4»|i> i 
namely, that of attempting t« • uruclati.i lb. li Mori. r 
amt to keep the Faith of the church * v *v »i In [ 

possible. In at least one particular!; ihuon* ii t 

namely, concerning the observation • • •.* K*Jh>p Pi | 
Reuse of BViop • lias failed* :o lake a >* ti I and rh;. F 
lineate* its position. T';ie House at I&Imi* lia.% i, \ 

its duty It the |« ojde oi the Church in tin- icgard. i 

i 

CHURCHMEN AXE SACEROOTAUST [ 

Resides this thinking, to which I take exception, ;■ 
confess to a lack of sympathy with certain piaciuvs ’• 
our High Church brethren, among them Urug iU* \ 
of imoking the blessings of the Virgin Marv. 1 
my way of thinking, is a product of tnvdtet.il at ] 
medieval superstition and there is no warrant wlin 
for it in the Scripture. I; tends to deprive «mr 1 £ 

veneration due to Him alone. I feel that niyilii * 
does this is of the Antichrist. Another )>rartitv will [ 
1 have little sympathy is that of reserving tin* Sa* j 
and of tending to [dace the physical elements *»f i! | 
Communion, the bread and the wine. on a k*vd win [ 
are held in adoration. I feel tliat the reserving [ 
elements and the tendeney toward the ador.iinm t 
dements in certain worship service- hint sirm | 
idolatry. The elements, the bread r.nd il»r wine n f 
as I interpret tin* situation, liecotnc control pr:* | 
to approximate the ictiul physical priMiuv of t| [ 
and the blood of the Son of God; •!».* practice l 
mightily of the doci-i**e of transulistnutialinu : ami 
extent that :li»- is tim*, I consider it to In* idolatry. | ! 
it difficult to iuppirt a Church that im bilges » 
practices. 

One gets t1a5 impression that mu* can Iwk.ng 
rrotcMant Fpiscopal Cliurch and Wirvi* anvil 
everything or nothing at all. except, that is, in re 
certain social and political issues. 

CHURCHMEN ARE LEFTIST 

Apart from this issue of the basic d<*rtriiu*s 
Fault. I fiml myself sorely tries! by onr Gin mV 
p;ition in worldly matters that 1 coiimAt to In- ..ft 
Clirist. The Protestant Episcopal Church is a rrun 
the National Council of Churches. I did not von 
into it. and I cannot vote to get out of it. and 1 have 
of making my will or views of any effect in regat 
1 am advised' that among many of the things tlvu 




viction that such views in the Church are growing, and I 
feel that to the extent that I am supporting a Church that 

•» a- « .* rr T • h* 



permits such beliefs. I am supporting apostasy; I am will- 
fully participating in the betrayal of my Lord. God for- 
bid) I fed that the House of Bishops of the Pratesunt 



Episcopal Church has failed fat one of its basic Obligations, 
namely, that of attempting to proclaim the historic Faith 
and to keep the Faith of toe Church as free of heresy as 
p o ssi b le. In at least one particularly obvious instance. 



p o ssi b le. In at least one particularly obvious instance, 
namely, concerning the observations of Bishop Pike, the 
House of Bishops has failed to taken stand ana dearly de- 
lineates its position. The House of Bishops has failed in 
its duty to tne people of the Church in this regard. 



CHUICHMfN AIK SACEtOOTAUST 



Besides this thinking, to which I take exception. I must 
confess to a lack of sympathy with certain practices among 



our High Church brethren, among them being the practice 
-®f invoking the blessings of the virgin Mary. This, to 
( iftfe of thinking, is a product of medieval and pre- 
superstition and there is no warrant whatsoever 
for it in the Scripture. It tends to deprive our Lord of 
veneration due to Him alone. I feel that anything that 
does this is of the Antichrist. Another practice with which 
I have little sympathy is that of reserving the Sacrament 



and of tending to place the physical elements of the Holy 
Communion, the bread and the wine, on a level where they 



are held in adoration* I fed that the reserving of the 
elements and the tendency toward the adoration of the 
elements in certain worship services hint strongly ol 
idolatry* The dements, the bread and the wine, in effect, 
as I interpret the situation, become considered practically 
to approximate the actual physical presence of the body 
and the blood of the Son of God; the practice smacks 
mightily of the doctrine of transubstantiation ; and, to the 
extent that this Is true, I consider it to he idolatry. I find 
it difficult to support a Church that indulges in such 
practices. 



One gets the impression that one can belong to the 
Episcopal Church and believe anything or 
•tPig w nothing at all. except, that is. in regard to 



in social and political issues. 



CHUICHMfN AIK LEFTIST 



Apart from this issue of the basic doctrines of the 
F.'.'th. I find myself sorely tried by out Church's partici- 
pation in worldly matters that I consider to be of the anti- 

Hiftaft TV* Prnla.i.a* /"V ’ - « .t 
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Christ. The Protestant Episcopal Church is a member of 
the National Council of Cnurehea. I did not vote to get 



the National Council of Churches. I did not vote to get 
into it. and I cannot vote to get out of it. and I have no way 
of making my will or views of any effect in regard to It. 
I am advised that among many of the things that the No- 






tional' Cohncil of Churches advocates are disarmament, 
co-existence with Russia, the abolition of loyalty security 
laws, recognition of Red China, forced racial integration, 
to mention hut a few. One study of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches by a congregation of the Protestant Epic, 
copal Church states that tne Council has "exceeded its 
rightful rale in speaking out. ss the official voice of Prot- 
estantism in America, on such cont r over si al issues os fed- 
eral aid to education, the right-to-work laws, the ethical 
considerations of the steel dispute, the seating of Red 
China in the United Nations, etc.,** and that it, "as pres- 
ently constituted and operated, is a harmful and highly 



not include private gifts, hut is represented in the general 
of the Episcopal Church, pp. 47. 48. 49. 50. 51" 
(TAr National Countil of Churches of Christ - AerivitUs 
Revealed, published by the States Rights Council of 
Georgia). When I support the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, my financial contributions and my moral and 
spiritual support are funnelcd in part into the support of 



whether it be in giving t -rd local needs, toward build- 
ing funds, or anything else. I am opposed to my support- 
ing. even indirectly, an organisation that, is aligned with 
forces that are destroying America. It sorely tries my 
spirit * 



Scyneone has sent me a copv of the “Belief and Dcctara 

1. g n M r . * . . _ 



lion if Purpose" of the Committee of Christian Laymen. 
Inc.. Box 285. Woodland Hills, California. The statement 
to which I heartily subscribe reads as follows 



1. We believe in an unchanging God “the same yes- 
terday, to day and for ever “ hence the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, rather than the Social Gospel, should be preached 
from the pulpit 



2. We believe that as individuals we are fully capable 
of making our own political decisions. So we oppose the 
political activities of the National Council of Churches in 
seeking as an organisation, to influence legislation in the 
nmre of Protestantism. 



3, We oppose the One World. One Church idea where- 
by this nation surrenders its sovereignty to the United 
Nations as promoted hy our Church leaders. 

4. We support the American Free Enterprise System 
and our Constitutional Republican form of Government as 
a necessary adjunct to the survival of Christianity. 



5. We seek to inform lay people of influence in our 
Seminaries and Churches which downgrade the Bihk and 



picture Jesus Christ as just another *man. These influ* 
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Tour letter of April 14th has been received. 



With respect to your inquiries, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned. 




Enclosed^ some material I trust will be of interest. 

Sincerely y ours, 

AEdgatHma 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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April 14 1964 




I 



Dr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



In the welter of charges and countercharges concerning the 
Integration-segregation ptosis In the deep South we hear 
repeated charges that the^Natlonal Council of the Churches of 
Christ In the U.S.A. has been infiltrated by communists and 
Is being used as a tool of the communist regime. 



May | ask you If the F.B.L. has any Information pertaining to 
the truth of such a charge? Is there any truth, so far as the 
F.B.I. is concerned about' such allegations as the National 
Council of Churches having been organized for communistic purposes 
etc? Have you had occasion to Investigate the N.C.C. ? 



I am not asking for privileged Information as such; but If the 
F.B.I. can exonerate t|»e N.C.C. this would be very helpful 
to us in our effort to do the work of the Kingdom of God thru 
the Methodist Churches in Mississippi. These charges keep 
our people consistently upset and confused particularly in 
vl.ew of the fact that they come from so many sources. 



I will appreciate any assistance you can give us relative to 
these questions. 



Respectfully yours. 





Your letter of April 18th has been received. 



With respect to your inquiries, information contained 
in the files o' the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official 
use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned. 

With regard to Mr. Dan Smoot, he was employed as a 
Special Agent of the FBI from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, 
when he voluntarily resigned. His personal ventures and his opinions 
and comments are stri6tly his own and this Bureau is not in a position 
to comment on these in any way whatsoever. 



Enclosed is some material I trust will be of interest. 
Sincerely yours, 




J/.j 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles. The American 
Council of Christian Laymen is known in Bufiles for disseminating w»ntoHai 
stating that the National Council of Churches is communist infiltrated. For 
the purpose of this reply the individuals mentioned by correspondent were 
not checked through Bufiles; however, it is noted that the American League 
for Peace and Democracy and American Youth Congress are cited 
organizations. 
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April 16, 1964 




Subject: Communism in the National Council of Churches. 
Dear Sir, 



Some literature has come to my attention of which I would like 
to have the evaluation of the F. B. L I have brought this literature before my 
preacher and our Young Adult Sundayschool Class. We would like to know the 
validity of this literature. 

I am sorry I could npt enclose these pamplets, but they were the 
property of another. 

The first is a report called The PaxTsmoot Report , Vol. 10, 

NO. 2 (Broadcast 438) January 13, 1964 Dallas, Texas. This report is entitled 
'''•‘National Council of Churches, " in which Mr. Smoot contends that the leaders 
and officers are either communists or communist sympathizers. 



Mr. Smoot, once being an agent of F. B. L , suggests to us that 
maybe the National Council of Churches has been infitrated by communists, 
although all of us are quite sure that this is asLthe case. We would like to 
know how this organization is considered politically by the F.B. L 

The second pamplet is entitled^Houf Red is the National 
! Council of Churches. " Published by the American Council of Christian Laymen. 
; Copyrighted 1949 and 1959 by"Xnierican Council of Christian Laymen, s 

This pamplet gives a list of some 46 well known persons and the 
(communist) organizations to which they have affiliation. Among those are. 



E. Stanley crones; Federal Council Preacher and Missionary, 
he has affiliations with "American League for Peace and Democracy" and 
"Signer of "World Tomorrow " Poll! 

ftalphwTsockman, Minister, Christ Church (Methodist) New 
York, he supposidly has affiliations with "American Youth Congress,” "Emergency 
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Peace Mobilization, " "Fellowship of Reconciliation, " and 'Signer of "World 
Tomorrow" Poll'. 

' X 

.3 

I certainly would not consider these men Communists even 
though some of their ideas may be a bit strange to some people. 

I certainly hope you can give us more information with which we 
can for form more rational openions. We do not wish to enhance the communist 
movement, but neither do we want to go off half-cocked. With your information 
we hope to be better and more enlightened citizens. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Your letter of April 16th has been received. 



With respect to your inquiry, Information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official 
use only. Further, this Bureau does not issue clearances or nonclearances 
of any type. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

For your Information, Assistant Director William C. 

Sullivan has made many appearances in various sections of our Nation 
lecturing on the threat of communism. However, he has not Issued 
clearances or nonclearances for a particular group or individual. 

Enclosed Is some material which I trust will be of 




interest to you. 

MAILED IQ 

APR Z* 1964 
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Sincerely you re, 






» ■ 
P 



Vft 



John Edgar Hoover— I 
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April 16, 1964 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



nr. 

M .hr j 

Mr. Ca*p*t | 

Mr. TnisWi ^ 
Mr. 

\th %'L 



Mr. 

Mr. V.xkrJ S 

Mr. GaV „ 

Mr. tt »v»n 

Mr. Rullivan , m 

Mr. T«rH 

Mr. TMtrr 

Tele. ftnom __ 
M ; *» U:drm*._ 
Uiss Gandy 



A statement was made in a discussion group at our church Sunday 
evening that, if possible, I would like to have clarified. 



Arkansas Council of Churches, 
stated that you had personally deputized Mr. James Sullivan to speak 
to the American people concerning the-National Council of Churches. 

He implied that he (Mr. Sullivan) was touring the country to clear up 
charges made against the National Council of Communist infiltration 
into this group. 



Our churches is "indirectly" a member of the National Council 
and we are aware of the good done but are quite disturbed by their "so 
called" right to speak for us politically. 



Any information you c^an give to clarify this matter will be 
greatly appreciated. 



Yours truly. 
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Dear; 



Tour letter of April 12th has been received. 



With respect to jour inquiries. Information contained 
in the files of the FBI must^e maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 

/ 

Sincerely yours, ' 

X EdgK HOOKSB 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ✓ 

Washington, D. C. y £*£ 

Uiu C«nd) 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

In mail I have been receiving for over a year, many well 
known Americans have been called Communists or "Red sympathizers." 

I believe you have been quoted incorrectly or out of context in these 
letters and articles. According to some of them, you agree that many 
of our church leaders are knowingly or unknowingly serving the Commu- 
nist cause. 

Please answer some questions for me, Mr. Hoover, so that 
I will know what you really think. If I am wrong, I want to know it — and 
if I am right, I hope a letter from you will convince a dear relative of 
mine that one doesn't have to agree with Billy James Hargis, Dan Smoot, 6 
others with ideas similar to be r anti- communist. 

Do you think the National Council of Churches is "soft on 
communism" ? Are any clergyman to your knowledge members of 
communist front organizations? Did you ever say that the late Bishop 
Oxnam was a "fellow traveler" ? Do you think Rev. Martin Luther King 
is helping the communist cause? Are these newspapermen — Walter 
Lippman, Ralph McGill, James Reston, Marquis Childs — a help to 
communism? Was Carl Branden convicted of being a communist? 

It seems to me that some organizations purported to be 
anti-communist actually do more harm than good by branding all who 
disagree with them as communist sympathizers. They would have us 
work for the impeachment of Chief Justice Warren, the withdrawal of 
the United States from the United Nations, and against efforts in behalf 
of Christian unity and civil rights. 

I know you are a very busy man, Mr. Hoover, but I hope you 
can reply to these questions. We are active in our church and try to be 
good citizens — but we keep getting mail saying we are "communist 
dupes." Are we? 

Thank you for any help you can give. 

Sincerely, 
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April 20, 1964 
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la response to joar inquiry, Information rontnlnort 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as ^ 

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
Is available for official use only. Il ls hoped that you will not 
Infer either that we do or do not have data In our files relating 
to the matters you mentioned. 



Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of 
Interest to you. / 



Sincerely yours. 
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April 13, *1964 



Director J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 



There is a group of us in this community who have 
noted what we believe is a strong Communist influence in the policies 
of our church, The United Church of Christ, and also in the 
National Council of Churches... We desire to eliminate this influence 
without destroying the church. We respectfully solicit your help in 
either, supplying us with information or directing us to a source 
where information is available as to whom these elements are and 
how we can most effectively combat some. 

We would also appreciate information on how much 
of the leadership in the demonstrations, riots and other attacks 
on law and order, beiiyg done in the guise of civil rights is Communist 
inspired. 



Sincerely, 
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As I Indicated to you previously, this Bureau 
does not make evaluations nor .'draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I 
am not In a position to be of further assistance along these 
lines. 



li 



I am sending you some additional literature 
which I trust will be of interest 
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Sincerely yours, 



fe» Edgar Hoovecf 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






Enclosures (3)* _ 

(1) Let’s Fight Communism Sanely!; (2) 4/1/6 ytZEp Intro 
; (3) 4/17/62 Internal Security 
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NOTE: Correspondent wrote on 11/14/63 concer 
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of Churches and was sent an' outgoing ll/fe/63 advising him thaf£the FBI doesjA 

ured him that the^ational Council of Ctec h# . 



not make evaluations and assured . 

has not been the subject’, of an investigation by this Bureau. IhjLfdAn IKerature 
as sent. The, reprints currently being, forwarded are not duplicative. His - 
t losu re - was copy of th\ St. Marks Vestry Committee report on the National 
iuncii of Chur cnie^ which 
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to the Bureau's attention in the past 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Direotor, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir* 



Ms. ftstaJ 

mzt 

Mr. Owlii 
Mir. IbveiwV 
K*. 

llr. Ta*d. . 

Kr. . 

f tir. Cwtt „ 
Mi« Ikfnir. 
Mis? fli«4r. 



The attaohed envelope oontains a oopy of a publioatien whioh / 
is oaucirj^douLt^an^conQer^amom^om^o^th^ngjnbers and offioora 

i as 

to be l£®vetha^l^6urolynuo^ro quire soi^^raaaan^botaroen the lines** ft 
and "going behind the cocoes" to got at the real truth. jfl 

On Kovomber 14, 1963. 1 wroto to you enolosing samples of sccdo of . 3 

tho othor literature that was enuring concern asong us and requested an }■ 
evaluation and opinion. I appreoiated your oourteous and prompt reply (|> 
and olearly understand that you are not in a position to sake evaluations. J. | 
On tho other hand, possibly you night be able and willing to plaoe ths* SB 
attaohed enolosure *f the St. knrkg' r 7ectry ConnAttec report en The a * 

National Council of the Churohes af Christ in the ttaitad States of America Jv. H 
in the hands of soneons who would bo oapable and willing to render a fair '/%/ 
and impurtial evaluation regarding this partioular publication and any ** 

ether similar materials. 

resent tine I an g nployed ae principal of the 

I nu o Tne:abf*r of the Sessio^o^suc 

and on serving for this year as 

o ane has requested or Authorised ae to engage 

this correspondence but I de feci that it is ny personal responsi- 
bility to seek the truth and endoavor to work for tho welfare* of my 
ohuroh and ooncaunity. Whatever you may do dirootly or indlrootly will 
bo greatly appreciated. 
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contained In the flies of the FBI must be maintained as confidential x 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
Is available for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer 
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the 
matter you mentioned . 1 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 
interest to you. 



Sincerely yours, 







John Edgar Hoover 
Director / 

.• r f/ 

Enclosures (2) „?•' .•'* . / 

Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism /)■/ •' * 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 



• Communism fy} . 
temept , . . (j r 



NOTE: Bureau.files reflect prior correspondence wi 

outgoing 3-22-62. Material for^rdedat that time is no 




last 

ing duplicated.’-' 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



D e ar Mr. Hoover: 

This past week one of the churches of our ^Wununity 
carried an ad in the local paper which accused t he Natio nal 
Council of Churches of Communistic affiliation, "lliavfi 
corresponded* with "yeu before and have always appreciated 
your willingness to 'assist within the framework of your fine 
organization. 

Will you be kind enough to answer two questions: 

1. We are told that the old Federal Council of 

1 - Churched changed its name to the National Council 
of Churches after being cited three times as a 
Communist front organization. Is this true? 

2. In your opinion, does the National Council of 
Churches have any Communistic affiliation, or does 
it manifest any Communistic infiltration? 

Sincerely yours, 



we /mg 



«c-» / 



APS 171964 
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April 15, 1064 




Dear 

1 have received your letter of April 0th and 
1 want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my 
administration of the FBI. It is hoped that our future endeavors 
will continue to merit your support and approval. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. It is hoped that you will not 
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to 
the matters you mentioned. 

/ 

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will 
be of assistance to you. 



PAUSQ&fi 

APtt 15 1964 

COMM-fffl 



Sincerely yours, 



DL Edgar Hooves 
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Enclosures (4) / 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! / * 

4/1/61 LEB Intro 

4/17/62 Internal Security 

"Faith In Cod— Cur Answer To Communism" 

MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Dear 



Tour letter of April 8th has been received. 



With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. It is hoped that you will not infer either that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the organisation 
you mentioned. 

With regard to Mr. Dan Smoot, he was employed 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from 
March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned. 
His personal ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly 
his own and this Bureau is unable to comment on these in any way 
whatsoever. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 



hseshb — 

Af> R 13 1964 

— COMtUxn 



Sincerely yours, 

■•Eta Mower 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (4) jf ■ : . , 

Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 
LEB Introduction, 4-61 , . . 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely.! ~ 



Sr* ;— / • Faith in God — Our Answer To Communism' 

!*dhr V ■ MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles 
gfl T DTPikcf ;v (3) 
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The Honorable 3. Edgar Hoover 

Director Of The Federal Bureau Of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

De ir Mr. Hoover: 

I am wondering if you could give me information conr>*rnihg the degree 
nf influence and infiltration of Communists into thn r;*ti nn.l Council 
Of Churches. — 

As a result of the attacks which former F. B. I. memb.r Dan Smoot hes 
made on the National Council Of Churches I am finding myself spending 
more and more time trying _to convince people thr*t Communists have not 
taken over control of the Churchps' in America. One lady who i 3 not a 
member of our church has taken her children out of Sunday School because 
of her fear that the material is being prepared by Communists. 

I realize th3t your office is undoubtedly besifeged with requests similar 
to this, but am hoping that you may at least be able to direct me to som 
reliable source of information and evaluation on this matter of great 
concern to all people who love both their church and their country* 

Thank you. 












Church Youth Cfliips aS 

A **- m w# I m# tot^r this ftf 



i I*"?**!* Its* william* su*. *ted *bat 

^^J^KftaJTa flfbM went wad IU bw throuch- 
■nd Ne«^ to JjU« a ywww OQt ^ mU|tW t , un the 

this year. dmT •* Uw w taidi a t l aw If 
*>!** 'S^JtiSLXr &£. «*»«reb« wtaw. Uar P to the 



e-- MU viftlAmi. awn, ennreon raw*, uier n w 

Urged For Race Mixing sj^ffisgeS' feg jfi&SS 

C w Otristiaa Tooth Mowweat,; “JJ^ecwainlUee *w birtlmrfl 

Participation In ‘Demonstrations 9 , & — ^awt^to 

Proposed At Conference Here 1 rLlSlSTJli 



By SOS BELL 
Banner Churcfc Editor 
Bummer church conferences 
and camps should be a time 
lor racial experiences for high 
school youth* ah the way from 
simple Neuro-while associa- 
tion to participation in "dem- 
onstrtfUoas/* according to some 
national Protestant youth 
leaders. 

This was one of the major 



Pointing out that he Is on a 
phone-call basis with leaders 
of the racial organizations. 
John Wood, chairman of the 
consultation and on the HOC 
vouih department staff In 
New York City, told the lead- 
ers to refer requests for such 
speakers to hts office. 

. Then Miss Joan Hemenway* 
associate editor of /Youth 



TSSSSfiSSS^ «■ - - - 

oral Conference** (starting, lame devoted to face r eturn e d 
April 36 In Pittsburgh). by one church In 6 la bams. 

Marvin Dirks ofl «m Efforts to get ncfal matters 

nonite Church. . Wswton, .Kan- tolo ^ aummer conferences 
sas. thmight the youth had ^ ^ bcesase many 

mors freedom than at on? denominational lenders have 
other sge. pointing out tnai already sent out their Utfonna- 

« wilh. particularly In college tkm. Boyd Hughes of Chris- 
wns, can get away with si- tian Church (Dbciples of 
most anything. "They expect Christ). Indianapolis, sold his 



children to do things Aren't denomination's 1665 program 
they the easiest mobilised and calls for youth conferences to 
the most volatile? The average get off the usual conference 



suggestions at the closing ses- magazine of the United Church 



Ion of the Youth Ministry 
Consultation on Race Wednes- 
day afternoon at the Method- 
fat Boar dof Education build- 
ing; Itlh A Grand. Sponsor 
was the Emergency Commis- 
sion on Religion and Race of 
the National Council of 
Churches of Christ In the 
USA. 

The meeting was a consul- 
tation for discussion and ex- 
change of Ideas, not n voting 
matter; results were In the 
form of suggestions and rep- 
resentatives of some of the IS 
dmomaatinna present were 
clearly not in sympathy with 
many of the Mean presented, 
although tbe entire atmos- 
phere was friendly and profes- 
sional. 

Many of the Ideas were 
plainly only those of the per- 
son making the suggestion, hut 
members of the group of 40 
were either staffers for the 
National Council of Churches 
or denominational youth lead- 
ers and editors: 

The only oulstda resource* 
leaders were from the Student 
Kon-V 1 o I e n 1 Coordinating 
Committee and It* northern 
counterpart, the Northern 
Student Movement 

Bummer youth conferences 
came i.uo the discussion when 
Jay Maoie. associate director 

suggested the use of people 
who have been directly in- 
volved In racial demonstra- 
tions as leaders In the camps 
to acquaint church young peo- 
ple— lOth. 11th and 12th grad- 
ers for this consultation — with 
what Is going on the American 
race revolution. "Uit year we 



of Christ, Philadelphia, sug- 
gested that Instead of bringing 
in the demonstrators that the 
entire camp or conference 
should be -blooded-— taken to 
the demonstrations for par- 
ticipation. -The kids owe it to 



the most volatile? The average get off the usual conference 
teen-ager has hfa family on sites and go where something 
his side In any shenanigans.- fa happening. 8ome Illinois 
Miss Hcmenway pointed conferences have already ar- 
out 'that -all over the nation ranged to owlteh from their 
parents have restrictive In flu- usual rural camps to the heart 
enecs. Bummer camp fa th* of Chicago this summer, ho 
first time for the youth to told the group. 



dway, frae to do as they like." 



When the question of ln- 



(At several points In the div irodocing racial matters into 



the church to march, to piekef^ ^g^on*; ft had been said that Boys State and Girls State 



In the South, and more ao W parental pfessur# fa one of the programs came up, Lanier 
the North.- 4 major reasons the high school- Hunt of the NOC staff oug- 

The Rev. Theodore Me-* m hare not been taking a geoted that an ^attempt be 
Rachem of the Methodlstt mors active part In the racial made to find students who 

Board of Education staff here demonstrations. Negro repre- # _ *nd 

asked. -How much ttnyw «- MUIIwt it tke cmmiIUUn E52 SSS . 

pcct children of mld-adoles- j»^ mtl* lo k»y during th. di.- tooto U»w owwJ m fl at ^ t 
ccnee to 4 o?" .They're wider eowfons of bow to «et th* ."**!** •. . p0 2£5: 



programs came up, Lanier 
lunt of the NOC staff oug- 



aaked. -How much can you ex- 
eenee to do?- .They're under of how to get the 

of the emergency commission, youth out from under parental By of gritlng CORh to stage 
I** rental core, he^ continued. ^,^ 1 . . a demowrtmtton ot the **n >* 

Nave their school duties cwjt question. In conversation after time, pointed oat Newman, 
rote— -why they’re as dto- the ^ of the consultation. Throughout the three day*: 
franchised as the Negro him- o^veral, although deeply eon- the comments of the NCC 
iclf . I W . cerned over chureh psrtlclpa- leader* were to encourage 

-Which fa HnportsnL b# # tkm In the campaign for aqual . brushes with -the system in 
said -for the youth to work at right* and civil Justice, were an effort to get y®wyjWw 
developing hfa own kientityor a* appalled a* some of the Involved In t^ra*^ revolu- 
to become militant in soctal white represenUUves at the ******* J*** 
action? I think It Is asking too Idea* for subverting parental ^med. 

much, and I am familiar with, control of youth.) stopped by polite was « termed 

what Negro 11th and UUi Discussion developed the pos- •» excellent way 
grader, her. *>n. to «Uln«. IhSl 

**Th, R*v. Richard Wee. ballons to be etojted talon- *" .yj ggS 

editor of . Method tet nectlon with church youth }£. W Mc^batfe!s Md 

ttan for eenlor Wxh^Mered. conference*, co th*t the youth 

Because of or er - protection, could be torotred. yet ort.n- SSL SfuS? 



parental core, he continued, 
have their school dutlesj can’t 
role— “why they’re . a dte- 
franchleed as the Negro him- 
self” 

“WJUch la hnporUnl." be_ 
•aid. "for the youth to work at 
developing his own Identity or 
to become militant in social 
action? I think It Is Bskingtoo 
much, and 1 am familiar with 
what Negro 11th and l*Ui 



tails." 

Tho Rev. 



editor of a Methodist publica- 
tion for senior high* differed* 
Because of over - protection, 
youth should be Interested in 
getting freedom, ha said. 
-They acquiesce In their 
slavery, as It were. X like the 
Wm of giving them contact 
with SNCC, voter registration 
and such thlngs.- 
John Newman, a college stu- 



moftt church board staffers 



^ are not la any danger of their 

faers of the ewferenee would heniuse^ of racial aetivft- 

not bo responsible. . and had asked how they 

^ .Td done my homework, aitghl -u*e this freedom In 
we should have had CORE |hc battle for human dignity" 
(Committer on Racial Equal- — — — — — 



idea of giving them contact (Committee on Racial Equal- — 

with 8NCC, voter registration fty) organise a picket Hoc 
and such things.- when the National Conference 

John Newman, a college stu- of Methodist Youth met,** 
dent taking a year out to work Wood tokt Newman. ■ _ _ _ 

with the national Methodist Newman was eager to gel T11E NASIIVI14R BANNER 
youth organisation here, de- c j, urP h youth Involved In ev- 



took a group on a speaking 
tour of the Midwest to stir up 
votes on civil righto and to 
influenca congressmen In 
name of the awing (doubtful) 
area s g o t three of them out 
of Jan for the trip Just in Urns 
to catch the hue." 



glared there fa not enough ^ry thing — school Integration, 
conflict in the church. lie sug- voter registration, political 
grated that NCC help trigger campaigns, -parents to the 
sympathetic youth demonalra- north would get sq mad at nee* 
lions all over tho UJL when fnjt %Mr kkta to a labor picket 
suitable event* occur. Una as In a civil rights line, 

would be good for the Wd*. . . . Wa need to get the kids 
Earlier be had told the group wimicallv Involved." 



PfL.Jea.lt, l«M 
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Dear 

I have received the letter of March 25th from jour wife and 
you, with enclosures, and can understand the concern prompting your 
communication. 

Assistant Director William C. Sullivan, formerly Chief 
Inspector of the FBI, did receive a telephone call from Bishop Paul Jr. , 

and discussed communism and the churches in response to Bishop Hardin’s 
questions. Both agreed that churches and religious organizations have been 
and will remain targets for communist infiltration as are all segments of 
our society. Bishop Hardin asked whether the National Council of Churches 
had ever been cited as a subversive organization by the Attorney General. 

Mr. Sullivan told him that the National Council of Churches had'notieen so 

designated under the provisions of Executive Order 10450. * J[ pryour, 

additional information, it is also noted that it has not been cite&hy the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. cd g 

1 ® 

1 With respect to my quote you mentioned, this wag taiga from 

8 my article which appeared in the February, 1949, issue of ”Re&oo£- 

Magazine," which was written to alert members of religious groups to 

-—(communist tactics. ^ 

We must continua l ly be alert to communist attempts to pene- 
trate and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective, and 
kept within the due process of law. 

I hope the foregoing will be of assistance to you Jn understanding 
^the background of this situation. As an investigative agenpy of the Federal 
—government, the FBI does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions 

— ■- 1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures (2) (Con't nextX^ge)>^ / 
f— ®TP:lch (4) / I V V 

i, 

- — * ' Jtygp-CD toxtvpcwiiitO * 1 __ . V - 
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concerning any organization, publication or individual. Further, this 
Bureau does not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type. There- 
fore, I trust you will understand that conclusions drawn by Bishop Bardin 
from his conversation with Mr. Sullivan are strictly those of Bishop Bardin 
and should not be used as the basis for inferring either that we do or do 
not support his stand. 

# 

Enclosed is some material I trust will be of interest, along 
with the stamped, self-addressed envelope which you so thoughtfully 
forwarded. 



^Sincerely yours, 
j.jE2teaB&oiB 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

/ / 

Enclosures (5) , . 

4-1-61 FBI LEB Intro 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
"Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism" 

Stamped, self-addressdd envelope 

% 

♦ 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Correspondent's 
enclosures were a stamped, self-addressed envelope which is being returnee 
and the article quoting Bishop Bardin as saying he contacted the Chief 
Inspector of the FBI who said it was not true that communism was invading 
the National Council of Churches. Sullivan to Belmont memorandum 3/9/64, 
explained Bishop Bardin's call to Mr. Sullivan and suggested recommendatior 
that a request for a speaker be declined. Mr. Sullivan noted that he explainec 
in detail the official Bureau position concerning alleged communist hpiltratiox 

I into religious groups and did not give any information which coold be utilized 
as a basis for a clearance or nonclearance of this group. The quote attrw»te< 
to the Director in the correspondent's letter appears in Mr. Boo ver*s article, 
"God or Chaos?" which appeared in*the February, 1949, issue of Redbook I 
magazine, It appeared on page 7 and is quoted accurately. * ‘ r 

• a - 




r..’.Kd.*»r Hoover, 

h> : of ;e oral !oar«> of Investigation, 

«n3l<ir.<rtcn ( 

far i'r.Hot-ver, ' 



Mr. Oalr . 
Mr. T!-*"!) 
V-. fSJ* 
E!r. Tav^ 

WcT Room 

m 

Miss GanJy 



i-emr ^.r.uHVcr*^ ig ^ pj e& f or help in getting the truth to out people. | ^ 

A rec< n± copy of tbe South Carolina *ethodist Advocate carries a 

r liort notation by Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr. .which I shall enclose for your reading. 

* / « 

Hr. Hard in’ s reference to a telephone conference with tbe "Chief 

Inspector of tbe F.P.I. in Washington* is undoubtedly calculated to convince his 

readers thst he was taking to J. Edgar Hoover; and we doubt that seriously, since 

we have printed quotations from you which give th e opposite information. Anong these 

quotations, I read that you said, "It is ghastly to see tbe nonster atbeiss being 

nourished in the churches which it seeks to destroy*" 

Of course, we can see what the N ationa l Council of Churches is doing; 

for ourselves. (Our church belongs and we would give anything to be able to get away 

from it.) But we have full confidence in you and your opinion and believe you 

know the truth better than anyon^ else in America. 

How can we reconcile Hr. Hardin's statement that tbe Qiief Inspector 

of tie F.B.J.in Washington flatly denies Comaunist invasion ir the churcbest ^ / _ 

We wonder who this "Chief Inspeotor" may be? /ll 

Thank you if you will straighten us out in this natter. I V, 

Sincerely, 2 "j 
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Notes From The Bishop’s Study* 

It was six-thirty In the morning when the desk clerk 
at the motel in Jesup, Ga. told me that I was wanted on 
long distance .... Dr. Francis Cunningham was calling 
to tell me that the main building at Columbia College had 
burned to the ground a few hours earlier .... He assured 
me at once that no one had been injured and that the girls 
had been magnificent in their behavior when disaster 
struck .... Like everyone else. Dot and I were shocked at 
the thought of the loss of an historic building, with re- 
cords and other valuables, but grateful to God that no 
lives had been lost .... Since returning to Columbia I 
have been cheered by the fine spirit and determination 
•f all who are connected with the college .... President 
t. Wright Spears and other administrative officials, the 
’acuity and student body, the Board of -Trustees and the 
Board of Visitors, the pastor and members of College 
Place Church and the people of Columbia and South Caro- 
lina have all cooperated in laying plans to recover as 
auickly as possible from this devastating blow .... Of 
course the alumnae and friends everywhere are lending 
their full support and 1 predict that Columbia College will 
meet the challenge of its recent catastrophe by making 
greater advances more quickly than otherwise would 
have been the case .... Let us lend our every effort in 
this direction .... Mr. DeHon Clarkson, our able and 
amiable conference treasurer, tells me that the South 
Carolina Conference is at the sixty per cent point in the 
payment of Conference and World Service Benevolences 
for this conference year .... Incidentally, I trust that 
each church and each pastor is giving serious attention 
. to the ADVOCATE campaign .... A number of people i 
|£T»ave written tr me recently, expressing concern over the \ 
K\ unfounded rumors that Communism is invading the 
y/ Church and the National Council of Churches.... So 
I picked up the phone on Tuesday, February 25th, and 
called the Chief Inspector of the F.B.I. in Washington 
and asked him about it .... He said flatly that it was not 

so And he is in charge of F.B.I. investigations of. 

/Communism Some good news — comes along oc- 

v-rasionnllv news that thrills me ... . Down in Elba ; Ala * - 



/ 






bama, the Methodist church was asked to pay $840.00 on 
World Service and Conference Benevolences .... With- 
out any pressure from anyone the church voluntarily ac- 
cepted $1600.00 .... Things like that strengthen our 
faith in our Methodist people .... David Carter is the 
highly esteemed pastor there .... Responses to a recent 
printing of these NOTES have been interesting .... I 
am referring to the NOTES in which I wondered if any- 
body loved anybody else any more and in which I said 
that I was fed right up to the neck with hostility .... A 
lot of people seem to feel as 1 do ... . One of the more 
interesting letters came from my old friend Ben Ray in 
Birmingham .... He said that sometimes when he feels 
discouraged and is inclined to think that things have 
never been so bad he rereadsrihe following quotation: 

- r 

“It is a gloomy moment in history. Not in the life- 
time of any man who reads this paper has there been so 
much grave and deep apprehension ; never has the future 
seemed so dark and incalculable. 

“In France the political cauldron seethes and 
bubbles with uncertainty. 

“England and the British Empire are being sorely 
tried and exhausted in a social and economic struggle, 
with turmoil at home and uprising of her teeming millions 
in her far-flung empire. 

‘The United States is beset with racial, industrial 
and commercial chaos, drifting we know not where. 

“Russia hangs like a storm cloud on the horizon of 
Europe — dark, menacing and foreboding. 

“It is a solemn moment, and no man cun feel in- 
different, which haply, no man pretends to feel in the 
issue of events. 

“Of our own trouble, no man can see the end . . . .” 

This was an editorial in Harper's Magazine, October 
10, 1847. 



M 



The Communists hove demonstroted time ond egein their mastery of decep- 
tion in injecting their slogans and propaganda into Christian groups onthe themes 
of ••peace,'* •'democracy, ** **aid to the poor'* and "civil liberties. They.are Just 
as facile in dealing with Jewish groups in passing the lie that there is no anti- 
Semitism in Russia." To the Jew they say that Palestine is the natural home of the 
Jews, and to the Mohammedan .they deplore Jewish encroachment upon the Arabs. 
Selling and pandering the hellish hates of Communism, they represent themselves .. 
as all things to all people'. * 

Individuals who, if they are not Communists, have followed every twist of 
the Party's line have defended themselves on the basis of their self-declared nominal 
affiliation with the Church. When the Catholic War Veterans asked a group of Com- 
munists to declare themselves, as laymen in any church htve t right to ask a 
brother, they replied variously from "none of your business to the suffering of 
an individual as a result of such attacks is small compared to the sufferings of 

Christ." 

Many Communist fronts have operated under the guise of some church com- 
mission or religious body. It is gh astly, lo see the monster atheism being nourished 
in the churches which it seeks to destroy. Chprch leaders can stop this nefarious 
infiltration by taking vigorous action in the hoards and commissions under church 
supervision. Individual ministers and church members can avoid being hoodwinked 
if they will stay close to the fundamentals of their faith. Any minister who cannot 
find in his Bible sufficient argument for the cause of liberty and social Justice— who 
has to borrow the double-talk of the Communists— is in the wrong profession and 
should be carefully watched by his official superiors and his congregation. 

Religion is the only force that can save our civilisation. Only in religion can 
men le.rn to live et pence with one mother, beeen.e only religion put. total 
on .erving other, rether then .ell. In the twilight ol despelr which ie eettltng on eo 
many areas of the earth, we must turn to the Fatherhood of God. 

The seal of early Christians stamped out paganism in Rome and conquered 
the savage gods of the northern barbarians. That same seal co^d comert godless 
Communism. It is up to the churches of America to recapture the militant spirit of 
Paul and to fulfill the magnificent prophecy of John: / 

'••And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall mike you free.* • 
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Your letter of April 7th, with enclosure, has been 

received. 



With respect to your inquiries, information contained 
in the files erf the FBI must tie maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official 
use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned. 

Enclosed }s some literature I trust will be of interest, 
along with the stamped, self-addressed envelope you so thou ghtfull y 
forwarded. 





Sincerely yours, 

JL Edgac Hoove> 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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7 April 1964 



The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Gentlemen :- 



We are facing quite a challenge in* the work of the Methodist Church 
here in the South and particularly in the State of Mississippi re- 
garding the financial support that the Methodist Church extends to 
t he' ’ NAT IQNAL COUNC IL OJ _ CHURCHES ,0E_ CHRIST . int heU. S. A. due 
to persistent rumors about and allegations against the Conmunistic 
infiltrations and tendencies related to the NCC. 

Could you possibly furnish me with any information regarding this 
situation? Have you ever had any occasion to investigate the’Hp.C. 
regarding this matter and, if so, what did your investigation re- 
veal? 

Any information you may furnish relative to this important matter 
will be sincerely appreciated. 

I am enclosing a self-addressed stamped air-mail envelope for your 
use in this instance. 
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V/ith respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position /r 
to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accor<hnce 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
us* only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance and hope you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data In our files relating to 
the organization you mentioned. 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest 
along with the stamped, self-addressed envelope you so thoughtfully * 
forwarded. 



Sincerely yours. 










John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Dear^m 

I have received your letter of March 30, 1964. 



With respect to yoor inquiries, information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
use only. It is hoped you wilT not infer either ***** we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned. 

With regard to Mr. Edgar C. Bundy, I have not made a 
report such as he indicated. Mr. Bundy does not speak for this Bureau 
and you may be assured lye does not have access to data In our files. 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest. 




Sincerely yours, 

LEdgacHwRc 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Dear Sin 
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March 30, 1964 



Mr. Tftlunn i 

Mr. ntpcr . 
Mr. . 
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Mr. 

Mr. Siiliir.in 
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Min Gandy. 
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As a member of the Methodist Church and an interested 
citizen in our country's welfare, I am writing to you to clear up 
a matter that is now prev ailing 

. Mr. Edgar C. Bundy of Wheaton, 111. is going about the 

country exclaiming that in a report to Congress you have made, you 
proclaimed the National Council of Churches is Communists infil- 
trated. Is thislrue or is this fiction / wuat is your opinion of the 
•N.C.C. ^ 

i lf this "report" is not true, this "so called Major," is 
using false documented literature, to deceive Americans and cause 
great strife among Christian people. 

Your reply will be greatly appreciated by myself and many 
Americans. There are so many charges and countercharges con- 
cerning this matter that it is difficult to distinquish the truth. 

I know you are a busy man but if you could send a reply, 

I would be very grateful. 

j Also, if this request is not out of order, please relate 

[any information you have concerning the facts about Mr. Bundy. 

Thanking.you in advance, I remain. 
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1 have received you r letter of April 2, 1064. 
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With respect to your inquiries, I am not in a 
position to comment alon&the lines you have suggested. Information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is avail- 
able for use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in fids 

instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the organizations you mentioned. 

/ 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of 

interest. 




Sincerely yours, 

i. Edgar HflWH 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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April 2, 1964 



Hot . J. Ill gar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
“.’aahingt n, D. C. 

Dear lir. Hoover: 



Over the past several months in our community several 
speeches have been igide and much literature distributed 
su£ resting that the ^atio nallCpopcil 6 f C hore he.g is aiding 
Communism, particularly' through its cork wit., the race prob- 
lem. 

The charge has also bern made that the Cosraunist party 
has infiltrated both t e national Council and the iictkodist 
Church. ' 

Your o> inion on these charges and suggestions trill be 
ouch a ' rcciated. 

V/e are grateful for your work and for your influence 
for the sake of upright, law-abiding citizenship. 

Cordially yours. 








April 8, 1864 




I have received your letter of April 4th and can 
understand the concern prompting your communication. 



With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position 
to comment along the linefi you have suggested. Information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and' is 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in 
this Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons 
for this policy. ■ 

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of interest 

to you. 
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Sincerely yours, 

i. Edgar Hooves 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Enclosures (4) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Faith in uod — Our Answer to Communism 
4-17-62 Internal Security statement 
4-61 LED Intro 





NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 




TELETYPE UNItI I 












Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 



Our Church,^ feels 
Church has the responsioTTityTo seek fortnitt^^eT^areas of life. Be- 
cause our Church JTeels this way, it has appointed a committee to make a care- 
ful study of THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES as regards rumors that circu- 
late concerning its function. 

Our Committee is most anxious for a prompt reply, and we do hope that 
you will see fit to help us. 

One charge that has been brought against the Council is that it is a 
Communistic Organization, or that, at .least, it 'has Communistic Leanings. 

Would you be able to let us know by letter whether or not you have evi- 
dence or suspicions as to the NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES being Communis- 
tic in its interest and work. A letter would help so much to settle unrest 
and commotion in our area. ' 

Also, it would help us to destroy rumors (if such they are), if we could 
be given permission to print copies of the letter you semi. 

* We hope you will be able to help us in this matter. Just a statement is 
all we would need. 

Sincerely, 
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April©, 1964 




Dear 




1 have received your letter of April 4, 1964. 



V ith respect to your inquiries, I am not in a 
position to comment along tbe lines you have suggested. Information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is avail- 
able for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in 
instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to tbe organization and individuals you mentioned. 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest. 



Sincerely yours. 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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To whom it may concern: v 

I have heard several things and seen several leaflets and articles \ 
in various places about the National Council of Churches being affiliated with 
Communist organizations, and I would surely appreciate it if you could furnish 
me with any documentary proof of any kind, as to what groups or churches belong 



to NCC, and some of their past and present officials. Thank you very much. 
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I have received your letter of March Slat, with enclosure, 
and can understand the concern prompting your communication. 

With respect to &e clipping you forwarded, my speeches 
are a matter of public record and many individuals quote from them 
from time, tb time; however, this does not necessarily mean that this 
Bureau is either in support of or against the position these individuals 
assume. 

With regard to the National Council of Churches, I am not 
in a position to comment along die lines you have suggested. Information 
contained in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret 1 am unable to be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of interest to 
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Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director > — i 
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4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bs enclosed clii 
the speech given by Lyon C. Branlett, Jr, ,• 

Clarks da le Rotary Cluo. The pel 

is reportedly a program of the Natioi 
;ouncll of Churches about the problems of integration in the Missis sippi 
Delta area. A reference is made to an FBI study in the 1930*8 concerning 
Negro self-determination in;* five-state region of the SoutheasternUnited 
States. It would appear that reference is being made to the policy of Joseph 
Stalin concerning Negrcfe in America. This policy was changed in 1959 at 
the 17th convention of the Communist Party, USA (after Stalin's death). 
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March 31* 1964 






The Honorable J. Bdgar Hoover, Director 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

•inclosed is a new* item from the local paper 
( Clarks Jcle Presr-Revister, March 25, 1964) concerning c. 

an address given at the local Rotary Club on Tuesday of 
last week. Though I did not hear this or the eubseouent . 
addresses made by the speaker, some c&ue away feoliflg « 

that the speaker used an F.bIi. report to link the {Rational ' 
nmmH ] nf chur eheg* Delta Froject with the communist party. { 
Although I an not in complete agreement with the methods or 
tactics employed by the NCC, I do not believe it is follow- ; 
ing the communist party line with its Delta Project. Could 
the speaker mentioned in. this news iter be right about the 
•»CC 1 s "Jelta Prefect"? /Is the National Council of Churches 
following the line of the communist party? Are there any 
communist 3 in its group? If so, I feel that as e minister of 
a member church who lives in an araa concerned by this 
projoct, I have a right to know. If toe NCC ht3 boon given 
a clean till of health by the FBI, I feel that 1 ’•s* good 
people here have a right to know. 

I shall appreciate any information you may have on this 
subject. Plea-o let me hear from you concerning thin matter 
at your earliest convenience. 



Veri truly yours. 
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.tydn tsday Afternoon, 
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IS; C, ; rfc »*i f f«r Kagltfat 

Della Projecf . 
Seen As Call 
To Break Law 



Bramfett Urges 
Stand Against It 

Terming the endorsement and 
fiiftncing of the Mississippi Del- 
ta Project by the National Coun- 
c»l of Churches an “open call 
lo law violation in the name of 
non-violent protest" and "a gul- 
lible acceptance of a foreign 
program for weakening the 
American nation through racial 
agitation under the guise of re- 
ligious activity." Coahoma 
County planter Leon C. Bram- , 

n, n I , yes,erda >’ asked the ' 
Clarksdalc Rotary Club to re- 
cognize the inherent dangers in 
Jhc project and be prepared 
through knowledge to “cope 
T ith H with foresight, calm- 
aess. patience and intelligence." 

A member of the Citizens 
Committee, appointed by the 
Coahoma County Bar Associa- 
tion last summer when the in* 

ri“ w • cUvi,y began in 
Clarksdalc. Bramlclt last week 
gave the same report to Cooper 
Verger Post of the American 
Legion and is scheduled to ad- 
dress other clubs and civic 
crouns in the near future. 




is written address 'included 



cumcnlation 
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la! ions from the 






at ion. the resolution of 



General Board at its Ba 
timore meeting Feb. 26. when 
the so-called Delta project was 
first publicised, and compar i- 
s ons of the platform of the Com- 
munist Party of the ijnitcT 
Sates with the details of the" 
1C64 program as anno>meea. 

Bramlctt emphasized that 
while the “invasion and activity 
of these ministers, along with 
recruited student aides, will 
prove exasperating and annoy- 
ing" to both the Negro and 
white residents of the IS Delta 
counties involved, “it is the 
duty and responsibility of each 
of us to leave the hamfing of 
any problems that may arise 
j entirely wi’hin the direrclion of 
.our expanded and improving 
l ! atv erfarccm-n' aei- 

J ■-* ; ur. t s ? r* ' •■■■• if ihe 
elected hr*i*s r' r.-r g<r.» rn- 
m—\" 

“To do otherwise, to assume 
ConJnucci on Pag.- ninei 
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^ Wi^nndiy Afta m oon, March ~25, 1944 

I'Defta Project' Popped By Speaker 



I (Continued from Page line) 

anto individual Judgments (he 
proper response to such agita- 
tion, Is to play into the hands 
of those who through ignorance • 
er intent seek to upset or de- 
stroy the entire social and eco- 
nomic order of this region.'* be 
added. 

Conservative Approach 
Bramlett opened by saying 
that he considered himself, like 
many others, “remiss for many 
years in accepting the oppor- 
tunities of citizenship without the ' 
related responsibilities." Label- 
ing himself a “conservative —I 
In the sense of meaning to save" 
be said that the chains of the 
Constitution which bind our gov- 
ernment and protect all citizens 
from unwarranted abuses by the j 
g o ve rnment face destruction 
“unless we all come alive as cit-; 
bens, arm ourselves with knowl- 
edge so that we will quit being 
nagged by fear of an enemy that 
we don’t understand, and re- 
sist successfully the insidious 
changes which others would ' 
force upon us.” J 



I -We open ed by tracing the lr.- 
I filtration of communis to p r s pa 
gandists Into the efforts of sin- 
cere Americans to evolve im- 
provements in the status of Ne- 
groes fat U.S. society. Quoting 
from Lenin's pronouncements of 
1913 and Stalin's acceptance of 
racial agitation as a party pro- 
gram fat 1925, be also died the 
increasing severity of legislation 
in this field from 1947 through 
■the Civil Rights Bill of 1963 now 
in Congress. 

A n FBI study in the 1930s re- 
pri nted e communist document 
callinglor land confiscation, ab- 
oli tion of ‘state boundari es and * 
Negro idf'determfiunph Ih i 
JTveilale region o f lb£ South- 
eastern U .S. ' T • 

The NCC st atement o utlinin g 
the Delta Project cites land 
o wnership as one of the "lev- 
flaws fa the present economy 
mid im plies thaT their program 
under a~SS.MII director wnn a 



unoer a tzs.ooo director with a 
$10,900 a year minister in each 
of the 15 counties will study 
improvement of this problem. 

Fuads Allocated 
The NCC resolution, also ad- 
vocates the encouragement of 
“non-violent and passive “pro- 
tests, sit-ins, challenges to ex- 
isting ordinances and laws, and 
resistance to the existing social 
and economic order. 1 

The NCC will furnish 60 perl 



.cent of the «nocatee 
li ving th e remaining 
StfrSm the Workl CcXFT 
Churches. Salaries will **/ 
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April I, 1064 




I have received your letter of March 24th, with enclosi$e, 
and want to thank you for your good wishes for my health. '? r /*3 f 7 

With respect to your inquiries, I would like to point out 
that the FBI does not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type 
and our files are confidential and available for official use only, 
purroauttcf regulations of the Department of Justice. I e», towmrer, 
assure you that the FBI has not Investigated staU-mpporUd Khools 
and colleges in North Carolina. For this reason, it would obviously be 
impossible for this Bureau to make any authoritative blanket rtalement 
regar d ing the existence of communists or communist sympathisers in 
these educational institutions. .•» *\ 4 .. 

With regard to the National Council of Churches, 'a - . 

representative of the FBI did talk to the group mentioned in you? 
capping; however, they were not given any information til 

to substantiate their conclusion. Any conclusions drawn by 
strictly their own and it should be clearly ^ 

to funtish information to this group should not be the basis for inferring 
either we have or have not "cleared" tills organisation. 



Your interest in writing is certainly appreciated, and I 
hope our efforts in carrying out our resp^bWties will 
merit your approbation. I am enclosing literature which I trust will 

be of interest to you. ./ a j 

A M..M W _ - JLaA' / 



(', Sincerely yours, 

NQ. v. s. •••'. * 
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Enclosures 

Let's Fight Communism S?nely! 

4-1 -61 LEB Introduction 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
Faith in God 

NOTE: Her enclosure described the Episcopal commissionsreported check 

I with the House Committee on Un-American Activities and the FBI concerning 
the National Council of Churches. Mr. Sullivan has explained that this 
group was given the Bureau' s official position in regard to these matters 
and drew their own conclusion. The portion of the reply pertaining to 
the educational institutions of North Carolina was composed in a letter 
dated 3-20-64 t^^Jort|^arolinia|w£m^^mM^^^y™o^anford’^8tand 
in this 





V 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 




Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I It has been my understanding in Die past that the FBI 

is not authorized to issue security clearances to any individual or 
organization. 



Recently Governor Terry Sanford made a widely pub- 
licized statement asserting that you had assured him there was no 
Communist membership or sympathy among either faculty or students 
on the North Carolina college and university campuses. 

The enclosed clipping is from my church paper, The 
Lutheran Witness. It implies a clearance of sorts bdng given to the 
National Council of Churches by the FBL 

I would like to know whether the FBI has changed its 
above mentioned long-standing policy regarding the release of such 
information or is tie public being misinformed? 

May I also say, Sir, that I wish you good health and 

a long life. 



Sincerely yours. 




COPY:nm 
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Red Charge Fa he, 

Soys Commission 

- Charges that ihc National Council 
of Churches <NCC> hnrhor* commu- 
nist sympathizers are false. »ays the 
Joint Commission on Ecumenical Rela- 
tions of the Episcopal Church after a 
2-year investigation of the NCC. -«v 
The Episcopal commission re- ) 
ported that it hail met with “personnel f 
of the House Committee on Un-Amcr- 
ican Activities and the Federal Bureau \ 
of Investigation*' hut was “not aMc to \ 
discover any fact of record’* that would 1 
support charges of communist sym- J 
pathics in the NCC. 

“The allegation that the NCC has 
given intellectual comfort to the com- 
munists by following certain economic 
and social lines is based on the errone- 
ous assumption that people who attack 
the same economic and social* problems . 
must share the same principles,” the 
report stated, adding: 

“ I hc NCC has shown in its litera- 
ture, its pronouncements, its action, in 
the lives of its leaders, and in many 
other ways that its forces arc enlisted 
in the fight for free Wien in a free 
world.” 

In its report, however, the Epis- 
copal commission noted that the NCC 
had exposed itself to valid criticism of 
its pronouncements on controversial 
economic, social, and political issues by 
failing to make dear that “dedicated 
Christians may be standing on either 
side of a particular issue.” 

In conclusion the report recom- 
mended that the Episcopal Church in- 
crease its participation in the NCC. 

Included among the recommenda- 
tions was one urging that Episcopal 
Church repioscnt.iiives in the NCC “use 
their influence to prevent reckless and 
unwarranted pontifical utterances hy 
spokesmen and agencies of the council.” 
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_ _ve returned the originals 
are not Interested in receiving this kind of 
er for they contain nothing that we BhouM or t*ke any 

action relative thereto. A copy of ay reply as attached. 

* MALES' 1964 

BEOOMMKHDATIOM : 

In vi aw of the fa ct , as indicated a£ove, the information 
furnished by contains no new information and is garbled, 

bo action is respect to it. However, it is being placed 

la the file for future reference. • 
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Washington, S.C, 



■arch 19, 1964 



PERSONAL IMP CONFIDENTIAL 



Apropos of ay tslophons conversation with 
you this sorning, l an returning the enclosed letters 
which you have sent to se. The contents have been 
noted, but there is no need to retain the letters 
here. Also, ss you know, no consent can be sade. 



Sincerely, 



ENCLOSURE 



/<Tb- * (' 7 



/ .‘3 
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I have received your letter of March 26th and can understand 
the concern prompting your communication. § 



S' 



ro 



S 
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With respect to your inquiry regarding the National Council of 
Churches, I am not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested, 
biformation contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be 'of help in this instance and hope 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to 
the group you mentioned. 



The Communist Farty in this country has attempted to infiltrate 
and subvert every segment of oUr society. Its efforts are being thwarted by 
the FBI's internal security programs, by investigation, arrest and prosecution 
of Party functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent public opposition to the 
.communist philosophy. These achievements are being accomplished through 



« odder ly, legal procedures. 



3 • 

5 CM 



Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy and Its 

B vocates in the United States continue to pose a basic threat to our country, 
is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning the true nature 
this atheistic philosophy in order that they will be able to resist its eroding 
iuence. At the same time, opposition to communism must be careful and 
constructive, and kept within the due process of law. ft is not enough to be 
merely against communism. We should exhibit in positive ways the superiority 



J i of our form of government over any foreign Ideology. 







; S/A** 

Regrettably, there is a tendency on the part of some to make 
rges as. to the extpnt of communist success in gaining Influ e nc e 



i as. to the extent of c 
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within legitimate organizations and segments of our society, such as our 
religious institutions. We must continually be alert to communist attempts to 
penetrate and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective. 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

OL Edgar Hoove: 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) 

4/1/61 FBI LEB Introduction -r 
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism and Crime 
"Faith In Freedom" 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I would like to know if your office has any, reason to think 
that there is any significant Communist Infiltration in the National Council 
of Churches. 



.Sincerely 
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r ' 
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I hare received your letter of March 95th. 

Information contained in the files of the FBI must be 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. Therefore, I am unable to 
comment concerning the matte rebout which you inquired. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance and hope you will not infer either that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to The National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to 
infiltrate and subvert every/segment of our society. However, the Party’s 
efforts are being thwarted by the FBI's internal security programs; by 
investigation, arrests and prosecutions of Party functionaries, and by 
wide-spread, intelligent public opposition to the communist philosophy. 

These achievements are being accomplished through orderly, legal proce- 
dures. V 

Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy and its 
advocates in the United States continue to operate against the welfare of our 
country, tt is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning 
the true nature of this atheistic philosophy in order that they wttl be able to 
resist its eroding influence. At the same time, opposition to Mimmunism 
must be careful, constructive and kept within the due process of law. It 
Is not enough to be merely against communism. We should exhibit in positive 
ways the. superiority of our form of government over any foreign ideology. 

4 - Savannah V Enclosure a W 
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Enclosed is literature I trust you will find of interest* You 
may also want to refer to my books, "Masters of Deceit" and "A Study of 
Communism," which were written to help Americans gain an Insight into 
the communist strategy and tactics, both in this country and abroad. Copies 
may be available at your local library. 

Sincerely yours, 



JL Edgar EtofflW 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) . ' * ■ 

Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Communist Illusion and *Vmocratic Reality 
The Communist War Against ^Human Dignity 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

MOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. Headquarters i j 

Washington, D. C. / ^ / _ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: * ' x ' ' 

^^^^^^^^^Yesterda’ j^Tu^^^l March 24, 1964, 
HHHHIHHHHHHHHHHB held a meeting of the Women of the 
Church. The purpose of this meeting was to decide whether to vote 
yes or no as to whether we should join our individual churche^group 
of women to the National 'Council of Church Women here in^H^ 

The Motion to join w|s gabled until our September meeting. 

Here ^ what I Seek - information and advice 1 I have 
in hand pamphlets which were put out by St. Mark6 Vestry Committee 
Report on The National Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 



and Communism in Our Churches by J. B. Matthews, Former Chief 



Investigator for the Committee on Un-American Activities of the U. S. 
House of Representatives. 1 

How can we best fightthis infiltration of the National 



Council of Churches Organization by joining with or not join ing with? 



My viewpoint is that by not joining we are doing exactly as 
the Communist wish in the first place. By not feeding money into the organizati 
& power of numbers behind the good done by the organization - the communist 
have stopped their competition for souls in the bud - Should we not clean out 
the infiltration & continue in our good work - What other organization can do 
the work? There is no substitute organization! Am I thinking wrong? The 
opposite viewpoint expressed yesterday was that by not joining we gave the 
organization no power or steam to do their evil with. I say then our 
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Christian commission set for us in the last verse of Matthew to go and 
preach & do good in the name of Christ will stop unless the organization 
of National Council of Churches and the World “ 

continues. 

Please take a moment and send advice as to how to take this 
up in my own church - Thank you. 
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UNITED STATEl_ bvERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 


Ur 


FROM 

•/ 


Ur 


< 

SUBJECT: 


r 



date: March 25, 1964 

1 - Ur, Belmont . 

1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach. 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. J.A.81zoo 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. R. V. Smith 



&=.- 




*m£ C 
Tafc.' Rao. . 



Reference is made to the enclosed letter from the above-captioned 
person dated March ^21, 1964, vherein he inquired About the Bureau's 
evaluation of the Rational Council o f Chu rches tRCC) and my conver sati 



sat ion 



in February of this year, wrote a letter to the 
Direcl^HRR^^Kquiries about Billy James Hargis, Dan Smoot, Cafl 
Mclntire, and Edgar Bundy's Church League of America. He indicates 
that he questions that these irresponsi ble neonle and their movements 
e extremists. (94-5-53909 



RECOMMENDATION: 



X- . v- 



' l 



That the enclosed proposed l^,ter/^e sent from the Director to 
the captioned individual. ’ , ^ 

Enclosures •< <*" /* ^ \f \j . 
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Uareh 26, 1664 




Your letter ol March SlsC with enclosure , baa been received 
and t certainly appreciate- y oar kind comment* retarding the FBI and my admiuj* ^ 
tstratioc of IL The sentiment >oo expressed and >our conllder.ee In this Burea% ^ 
mean a great deal to oiy associates and me. Vie regret that there has been ~n i ^ 
some contusion concerning this Bureau’* policies. qq ► ji 

A a I indicated In my letter U you of March 2nd, the FBI doei"~* « ^ 
not rcake evaluation* as to the character or integrity of any organisation, o * 
publication or individual. Ttie U true In connection with the National Cornell ? T 
of Churches. 



2JW 



Assistant Direct^ William C. httliivan did receive a telephone 
call from Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr. , and discussed communism and the churches 
in response to Bishop Bardin's questions. Both agreed that churches and 
— -ssBgious organizations have been and will remain UrgeU for communist infU- 
^.triiion as are ail segments of our society. Bishop Hardin stated he eras 
g> completely and vigorously opposed to communism and that he vould have 
-® nlng whatsoever to do with any organisation that was connected with com- 
nism. He asked whether the National Council of Churches had ever been 

3 'id as a subversive orgaalsaUon by the Attorney General. Mr. tfeUivaa 
4 bits that the National Council of Churches had not been so designated under 
provisions of Executive Order 10460. For jour additional Information, it 
ia also noted that it t as not been cited by the House Committee on l ; n-Axuericmn 
Activities. 

1 - Mr. Belmont (rewrite of 3-26-04) (c 

I - Mr. Mohr " " ** 

1 - Mr. De Loach " 

1 - Mr. nullivan \ /” 

1 - Mr. J. A. 6IZOO " \/ 

I-- Hr'.' Odfuecardner " r " 

1 - Mr. h. W. Smith ** " 
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In response to another question rega rdtng churches and clsrg ymea 
In general, Mr. Sullivan explained that because of the investigations of the FBI 
and rising public opposition to this evil philosophy, common 1st efforts to Infil- 
trate religions Institutions have been largely thwarted and the overwhelming 
majority of our clergymen are completely loyal to this Nation. 

Too were prevloosly furnished a eopy of "let*# Fight Com monism 
Sanely 1" which tca!a» note of this same fact In the last paragraph. The literature 
I sent you also emphasised my concsrn over anticommunist activities which 
confuse, divide and tend to weaken oa as a people at a time when we must be 
clear-thinking, united and strong la the lace of world communism. 

Regrettably, there hat been a tendency on the part of torn# to 
make exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success in gaining 
Influence within legitimate organisations in eur society, such as our religious 
institutions. %e moat continually be alert to communist attempts to penetrate 
and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective, and kept 
within the doe process of law. 

I hope the foregoing will be of assistance to yoo la understanding 
the background oi this situation. Too will note that tbess facts do out constitute 
an s valuation of the National Council of Churches. 

sincerely yours, 

S.EdP r Hocww 
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March 21, 1964 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 



Washington, D.C. 

•r 



/ 




Dear Mr. Hoover; 

I wish to thank you for your reply of March 2, 1964. I realize how busy 
a man you are. I have just one other question to ask you. however. 

Hirst of all, I should tell you that I^am a Methodist. I am a member of the 




| In the March 3, 1964, issue 
of the Methodist Christian Advocate, the Official publication of the Alabama 
West Florida Conference, Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr., in his column MOTES PROM 
THE BISHOP'S STUDY made the following statement: 

■A number of people have written to me recently, 
expressing concern over the unfounded rumors 







that Communism is invading the Church and the 




National Council of C hurches • • • SO I PICKED 

T - • ' ~ 

DP THE PHONE ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH, AND 
CALLED THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF THE F.B.I. IN 
WASHINGTON AND ASKED HIM ABOUT IT . . • HE SAID 
FLATLY THAT TT WAS NOT SO . . . AMD HE IS IN CHARGE 
OF F 




.B.I. INVESTIGATIONS 0^gCTt<ptg|^ ^ * ‘ /D^ ~ 













To the least* Mr. Hoover* Z am confused* The reason for this is 
rather simple, I think. In you letter to me of March 2 , 1964, you 

made the statement "You may be sure, however, that this Bureau has not 

# 

investigated The National Council of Churches." Tet Bishop Paul Hardin, 
Jr., says that this Chief Inspector of the P.B.I. gave him a clean 
slate as far as the National Council Churches is concerned. 

Also, in your letter to me of March 2, 1964, you made the following 
statement: Vith respect to your inquiries, the FBI being an invest- 
igative agancy of the Federal Government niether makes evaluations 

nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 

" / 

* 

organization, publication or individual." Tet Bishop Paul Hardin's 
statement of March 3* 1964, would lead me to believe that this Chief 
Inspector of the F.B.I. did' just this in relation to the question 
the Bishop asked him. 

And, Mr. Hoover, in concluding the second paragraph of the March 2, 1964, 
letter to me, you made this statement: "Therefore, I trust you will under 
stand why J am not in a position to comment along the lines you have 
suggested ." As I recall, Mr. Hoover, one of "the lines" I "sureested" 
comment was as to whether Communism had any of its forces acting within 



the boundaries of the National Council of Churches. New the following 
statement was made by you in an April 17, 1962, publication entitled 
■INTERNAL SECURITY" : 

■ 7. The FBI is as near as your telephone. The first page of 
telephone directories shows the number of .the nearest FBI field office. 
Each office is open 24 hours a day, including Saturdays, 

Sundays, and holidays. Tou may furnish us i nfor mation either 
by telephone, letter, or in person. Data in FBI file s is 
held confidential; hence, WE CANNOT INFORM TOT REGARDING THE 
RESULTS OF ANT INQUIRY WE MAT MAKE BASED ON INFORMATION TOT 
SUPPLY. NEITHER CAN WE CONFIRM OR REFUTE TOUR SUSPICIONS 
RELATIVE TO SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, NOR CAN WE SUPPLY 
CHARACTERIZATIONS OR EVALUATIONS OF INDIVUWALS, ORGANIZATIONS. 

OR PUBLICATIONS . * 






* 
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Again, It appears to me that this la just what this Chief Inspector of 
the FBI did In the telephone call supposedly wade by Bishop Paul Hardin, 
Jr* ' 

So, Hr. Hoover, from the forgoing statements of fact, I hope you can 
understand why I am "confused." 

How, some two pages ago, I said 1 had one other Question to ask you. 

That Is simply this: 

■ "Did you really mean what you said about the 
F.B.I. not being able to give out Information 
concerning one's suspicions of Individuals, 

~r 

organizations, and publications OR did Bishop 
Paul Hardin, Jr., in fact obtain such from 
the Chief Inspector of the F.B.IT" 

I sincerely hope you will be able^ to clear some of this up for me. 

Let me hasten to say that I have the greatest regard and respect for 
you and your fine Bureau. As long as I can remember John Edgar Hoover 
has been the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This 
statement makes we very proud to be an American. I read In yesterday s 
paper that President Johnson is due to Issue an Executive Order which 
vill allow you to contine to be the Head of the F.B.I. past your retire- 
ment age. You don't know how happy I was to read this. I don't think 
this country knows how fortunate It Is in having you as a servant. 

X thank Cod each and every day'. 

For your convenience, I am enclosing a photostatic copy of the statement 
made by the Bishop. I pray that you will not evade my ONE Question* 

ours t 
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Your letter of March 23rd, with enclosures, has 

been received. 




While I would like to be of assistance, the files of 
the FBI are maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations 
of the Department of Justice and are available for official use only. 

I hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have information 
lor our files relating to the subject of your Inquiry. 

With regard to Mr. Smoot, he was employed in the 
FBI as a Special Agent^from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, 
when he voluntarily resigned for personal reasons. Since his 
writings at the present time are personal ventures of his own, 

I am unable to comment concerning them. 




In response to your inquiry concerning Mr. Philbrick, 
he furnished information concerning subversive activities on a 
confidential basis to this Bureau from 1942 to 1952, for which he was 
compensated. Bis services were terminated with his appearance 
as a witness in the trial of the communist leaders in New York City. 




8incerely yours. 



£ Edgar Howes 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



c 









(See note next page) 
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Mr. Hoover: 



We are also interested in how Mr. Philbrick stands 
with your organization. My particular interest stands with the youth 
1 am youth director in our church I understand there arc plans to 
teach our young people in the summer camps to break the law. 

Thank you 
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ere Is No Danger 
From Internal Reds' 

nJ£^5SSP5ii , ^S 1 K l S!"«2SS,®a # ffi: 

f ISSLiSE* 1 0ouncU ^ Churches or OnchmaU an/ 

fessi^'Tisss’yffii's 
Mwareiarass ajsS 

urot d mraiet. W hatever they say is said toy those officially 
representatives, and any delegation from a hn 
U eoltf church may dissent on any vote taken by the National 
Council of Churches. They speak for themselves as ^r 1 " 

H!2 $? *“* Mg**** churches. andfthey 
cnrtato^r do ntrt bind the members of those churches. This 

5£ iS^iSitei^ ***** “ d 10 denled ** «***“**« 

to «Pe«MPg **90.000 In ball bonds tor racial 
w2“2£S? t <£ rt ^ n *■ avldenee that any ndiw 
waagpsnt tor such p urpo se. But the work the National 
SSu? . .^ wpwl as lnn on Hellglon and 

***** ConSEee art i£to 
S^Swil^ after * ywte House conference two yean ago. 
?! 7™“.?*? proud to toe a member, secured there* 



MggM 



of any such character as Mr. Philbrlck Is 
1 don't .know whether Mrs. 8ch 






Readers 1 Views 

'Church Council 
Needs An Awakening 1 

and one medical missionary to the Congo, I feel certalnnone 
o f them Is resting In peace If he Is aware of how well 

• nd Council of Churches are demonstrating 
the effectiveness of the Communist s in mu»>g our 

® ert * I J PhUbrick, FBI counterspy, said, “The church Is 
the Wo. 1 target of the Communists in America.*' J. Ed ga r 
Hoover has expressed real concern over the safety of our 
f* 1 } 0 " 5 s long as Communists can secure clergymen to do 
their evil work. *' And Earl Browder, while itilllejSer of the 
American Commu nist party, said at one of our —rainTi— 
*Jou would be surprised to learn that we have many mb* 
Isters acUve in churches who are members of the party." 

. organization, the council is supposed 

j® fofraln from political activities; yet In organizing t he 
JS^£S n J n "?i£’ **fl“i»* of peUtlons for the passage of 
the civil rights bill, and lobbying fqr many controversial po- 
km**. It i « ignoring the conditions for its exemption] 
T** “urttJL 10 to boasted of spending <90,000 for bail tends 
or racial demonstrators. They have sent and paid students to 
participate in sometimes militant demonstrations, " nd are 
advocating "forced Integration." 

When council leaders, speakers and clergymen are say- 
Oodb means to cau^mtelfUls^Dt 
Oaao cnc y ties failed. Ood has put 
His blessing on the Communist system,” when hundreds of 
than sie participating In Goaununlst-ffont organizations 
and when the councU makes political pronouncements on 
highly controversial issues, they are dividing us In our con- 
gregations. losing support for the council and weakening 
the strength of Protestant America, which Is Just whit 
Khrushchev has ordered. 

If you belong to a member church of the Council and are 

not in accord with this fraternization with atheistic Commu- 

nism i launch a protest in your own denomination and pray : 
that somehow the councU may be brought to Its senses. 

land RUTH XM,,0FP fiCHUMACHER. MSI Kemper Rd.. Love- ■ 






• / *< 



March 26, 1964 



A 




* r * 

(y The FBI is unable to supply the information you requested o £ 
about the N^tiopal Council of Churche s since data in its files must be kh * ^ 

maintained" as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 5 ' 
of Justice and is available for official use only. Please do not infer that ® ^ x 

we do or do not have material in our files regarding this organization. ' , 



Your communication alleges that spies were brought into 
this country. The FBI has jurisdiction over espionage matters, and if you 
have any facts in your possession regarding such activities, they should be 
furnished to our office located at 500 Wldener Building, Philadelphia, 
Pennsyl vania 19107. 




Enclosed is literature it is hoped will be of interest to you. 
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Sincerely yours, 
•. Edgar Hoover 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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tfOTE: Correspondent wrote March 2nd and wanted the 



tement opposing the Supreme Court's decision regarding 



tools and urged the Director to support correctxc lopi 



-;&v. >r.. 




limply was sent on March 5th pointing out that it had been lanp-sandi 

"jfolfefc ^'Arcirain from injecting the Bureau into legislative matters. The National 
— Enclosure* and Note next page ftV? 
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Note Continued: 

Council of Churches has arranged for visits to this country of Russian Orthodox 
clergymen. Conservative religious groups vigorously opposed this action and 
claimed some of the Russian Orthodox clergymen were espionage agents. This 
letter is intentionally formal to preclude further efforts involving the Director 
In this group's controversy. 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
FBI LEB Intro 4/61 
The Communist Party Line 



lfcroh 21. 1864 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover « 

Thank you for your recent letter. I completely underetand why 
it is necessary for you to take the stand that you do on Bible Beading 
and Prayer in the schools. As chairman of this committee I hare 
worked this issue from every coneivabl* antf&le and have finally ooae to 
a surprising conclusion that our biggest deposition is the national 
Council of Churohes and their Ministers. We understand the C. C. who 
is very friendly with the Russia Orthodox Church has brought spies into 
this country thru church association. There is suppose to be five 
different groups according to our information. Mb plan 
situation i| the Nee York Times with the assistance 
attorney in New Jersey and we also expeot 
N. C. C. members are already objecting to 
to preserve our religious heritage. I need all the information that you' 
oan give me or have someone^ elds give me on the leaders, of the National 
Council of Churches. Anything that you send which maybe confidential, 
please so state. If you so desire a delegation will ccme to your office. 



I c xnar^TTfi 



Your prompt reply will be appreciated. 



Most sinoerely yours. 










//•A . * 
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March 2$, 1964 
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Dear Mr. Wood: OD^pSr^ 

I have received your letter of March 20th and * £ 

u nde rstand the concern prompting your communication. « 3 

© ■* 
o ^ 

With respect to^your inquiries, 1 am not in a positfbn % 
to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information co n ta ine d 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confi den ti al in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for offici a l 
use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance and hope you 
r.« wuijgpt Infer either that we do or do not have data In our files relating to 

, -• the matters* you mentioned. 

I% * • ^ „ 

:p. -« J.'\ In regard to Mr. Karl Prussion, he assisted this Bureau 

Vby furnishing information on subversive activities from November, 1949* 
: 4o July, 195$, during which time he was compensated; however, he was 
* 4 »ot a Special" Agent. His personal ventures and his opinions and comments 
fere strictly his own and the FBI is unable to comment in any way whatso- 
ever. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 



& 
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Sincerely yours. 



n “ 



John Edgar Hoover 
. . Director 
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See Enclosures L Note next page) 




Enclosures (4) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 
4-61 LEB Intro 

4-17-62 Internal Security statement 
Faith In God— Our Answer to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Committee of 
Christian Laymen, fine. , is known in Bufiles as being bitterly opposed to 
the National Council of Churches (NCC) and has waged an aferessive fight 
against it. This group has attempted to use the FBI as a tflol in its fight 
against the NCC. 




hercn 20, 1964 



i)o- r iir* hoover, 

1 nave & ponDhlet entltlod "Ihe urtirnsl Council of Siiurchss o f C hrist, 
published* by tne Committee of Ciuristien’Tiyiiwn'Inc. of “Toed land hills, 
California. This pamphlet ankcs-^otii false statements and dro^s 
thoroughly un*"f rrentcd conclusions front .quoted s t* tenants « 



fills nt-raoulet mentions t.»e F.5.I. in tne folloring ray ar.d 1 quotes 
"fCciio Station TiltT, Auguste iioorgie gave a re ort by iirrl IVussiou 
(counters >y for t.*e F.n.l. for t-cnty-lr-o years, cu "rrtln laithor King 
[in T*nich the f rcss quotes Prussian ns f oilers s *:*nrtin luther King 
; is r n-,n ber of more Coanuuistf front orgr.nisatic.is tern rny Connnist 
[in tin Jnit .1 States . -rrtin lutiisr King belongs to smty Corsninist 






front organisations! 



I touI'* corrocirte very -vucii er-s-crs to tne following questions concerning 
the above* mote J s -.«• toT»nt so thr.t I rill hrve evilcncs of tie truti 
or complete falsehood of the statement* 

(1) Is ~r rl "Yucs ion a “counterspy” for the F.b.I. end did he nckB ' 
suc.i c statement in regards to L>rti;i Luther King? 

(2) Jo or. :>rtirs Luther King belong to “sixty Co;.-munist front J 

organisations, or for that jnattor loos he belong tc any 

Co.-c.nun is t front organisations? 



Lastly, 1 **ould like your opinion of the iJrtionsl Council of C.iurchos 
a;ri ho« much of r bul^ork against Comnunisn does it renrosentj 



Tnr-ik you very nuca for your help in tails natter# 



/(A 



Sincarely 
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UNITED STATES ^Hf^RNMENT 

Memorandum 

Ur. p. C. Sullivan - .*? 



f 



c> 



Ur. F. J. Baumgardner 

^ 1 



"J/ 1 ( 



subject : NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CIIURCUSS 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



date: March 25, 1964-1 


1 - Hr. 


Belrfont 


1 - Mr. 


Sullivan 


1 - Mr. 


Baumgardner 


1 - Mr. 


Klelnkauf 






.y 



You will recall that in March, 1950, we prepared a l-W* 
brief on "Communism and Religion" with particular emphasis on 
the National Council of Churches (NCC). Our brief showed that the 
National Council was not under the domination of communists. Since 
that time we have been alert for any information concerning communist 
infiltration, domination or control of NCC, particularly in connection 
with the national officers of NCC. 

It is noted that the national officers are elected on 
a triennium basis. My memorandum to yob dated 9/20/61 set forth the 
identities of the national officers for the 1950-63 triennium together 
with the results of file reviews concerning those national officers. 







The above 

Memorandum pointed out that the next election of national officers 
would take place in the latter part of 1963. 

On 3/23/64 the Washington Field Office secured and forwarded 
to the Bureau a list of the national officers elected in the latter 
part -Of 1963 for the triennium 1953-19C6. In this regard it is 
notecPthat a booklet currently being distributed by NCC still carries 
the officers elected for the 1960-1963 triennium; however, Washington 
Field was able to secure the list of officers elected for the 1963-1966 
triedbiunv which the person whom they contacted at^ NCC .. st a pled over the 
of thp booklet containing the old officers. 



100-50869 
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Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan 

BE: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

100-50869 




ACTION: 



We are presently having the names of the new national 
officers of NCC searched through Bureau indices and upon completion 
of the file reviews concerning these individuals a memorandum 
will be prepared setting forth the results of our file reviews 
and analyzing whether any of the national officers of NCC are under 
any communist control or domination. 
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Hr. Belaont | 
Hr. Hohr 
Hr. DeLoach 
Hr. Sullivan 
Hr. Sisoo 
Hr. Hooro 



Harch 16- 1964 



5 100 - 







Please refer to jour lottor to ae dated 
Harch 11, 1964. 

•V* 

' *• 

,7. The files of this Bureau aro confidential and, 
therefore, no consent can.*be nade , concerning areas in 
which you are interested. HO conclusions, either positive 
ii dr negative, should be drawn from this stated position. 

*’ ^ It can be stated that while churches and related 

religious organisations have been targets of eonaunlsts 
their' Efforts have been thwarted bj the FBI 's internal 
security progress and by Investigations, arrests and 
prosecution of Coanunist Party officials. Further, ooswunl at 
activities have been neutralised by calx and rational public 
opposition esanatlng froa the sajor segeent of our social 

•r<or. si'-*® 

••• 

.*■ the communists have not, in any way, changed 
the£x goals and, therefore, we wust continue to be alert 
to prevent rtbem froa making any headway in our free 
institutions. 
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Sincerely yours 



a. Etftar t te wf 
John Bdgar Hoov 
Director 







• • 



lad 

HOC* 9NI0V3H 0.034 






fS ‘ >’ lUrS^ 

^ f • I j\ Mr- 

C / |3Vu. «">" 

M | - I Hr. f*' 

W 1 Wr..‘/ ‘ 






March 11, 19^> 



Honorable J. Edgar hoover, director 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal bureau of Investigation 
Washington ?5, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 






I 

I 



iMi * ufc - 

\ Mr. T 

Wu» »-*»*• 

1 jxua CUW* 



I am very much concerned about the possibilities of the communist movements 
within these United States, especially within the areas so vitally affecting 
our youth, namely the Church. j) I A* 

Therefore, I submit the following statement by Bishop Paut^ardin of 
Columbia, South Carolina which appeared in the March 3» 19&* issue of 
Thtf'liethodist Christian Advocate, the official publication of The Alabama- 

West Florida Conference of The Methodist Church,: . 

> 

*A number of people have written to me recently, expressing 
concern over the unfounded rumors that Communism is invading 
the Church and the Nati ona l Council of Churches. ..So I pieked 
up the phone on Tuesday^ February 25th, and called the Chief 
Inspector of the F.B.I. in Washington and asked him about it... 

He said flatly that it was not so... And he is in charge of 
F.B.I. investigations of Communism." 

Please confirm the above. 






til 



/O 

n 



In Bishop Hardin* s sermon delivered in Dothan, Alabama the evening of 
March 8, 196'*, he made the same statement along with other comments. 

To me, this leaves the impression that your bureau has made an evaluation 
or conclusion in this instance. ^ 

Does this mean that the National Council of Churches has a clean slate/ 
w*th your bureau? Does your bureau have evidence to prove that there are 
no communists, communism or communistic leanings among the officials and 
leaders within the National Council of Churches? Do any of the programs 
^of the National Council of Churches parallel those of the Coomuniitts? 

I greatly appreciate the work which you and your department are doing 
and liave the utmost faith in your bureau. You are highly commended and 
admired. ^-» \U?j 

Thank you very much for the attention which you may give the above?*/' * 



/ 
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Very truly yours. 
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Bishop Hardin 



J The Union Springs church dilem- 
ma ha> now reached the court stage 
and I am sure that all of us deplore 
this unfortunate circumstance . . • 

I have ref mint'd from making any 
more public comment than was ab- 
solutely necessary because' I do not 
feel that the case should be tried in 
the public purer . . . Thousands of 
people, including many Methodists, 
do not understand the difference be- 
tween a congregational church (like 
the Baptisl) and a connect ional 
church (like the Methodist) . . . Dr. 
J. B. Nichols* recent article was 
helpful in this respect . . . Any 
Methodist who desires to leave the 
Mcthooisl fellowship is free to do 
so but what has boon attempted at 

i fnion Springs is in the final nnnly- 
is an attemnt to disruol the polity 
.u! established structure of The 
IHbodist Church . . . Only the 
vciifi.il C*on fen* nee has the right 
to do that ... It is significant to 
note that the Imsil incmljers of The 
Melb'-disl Chun li there are conlin- 
* uing to function, although deprived 
temporarily of the use of MetluKlist 
proper! v . . . Ii is a most unhanny 
and unpleasant situation . . . The 
Hewn-nd Coivdon Fried rich is now 
the past m* ,»f | la* Union Springs 
Mctlvslist Church . . . The former 
pa* tor has publicly announc'd his 
sever: nrc from Tim Methodist 
Chimb, yet continues to be present- 
cil as flu* pastor of the Union 
Splines Methixbst Church, and 
cliil:s to Iii*c credentials as n Mcth- 
«nli|f minister, although his miuis- 
ti rld privilege- ;i s such have been 
Misfx'udetl according to the rules of 
The Method; .( r-huHi . . . There 
is nothing pud ulmiil the whole sit- 
uation .j . . Although I think that 
they are wrong in what they arc* 
trying to do ] know that the people* 
who are attempting to withdraw 
and take the property with them 
ore honorable people — and as a 
bishop of The Methodist Church I 
•m left with no choice but to up- 
hold the law and structure of the 
Church ... 1 made a special trip to 
Union Springs to seek a reconcilia- 
tion and my efforts were reject - 
ed . . . The Methodist Church con- 
tinues to hold o|>rn the doors to 
those who will i claim to her min- 
• slr V • . . So much for that ... A 
number of people have written to 
recently. ivprrssitig e«tii«*r*rn 
niifiMoiucd riiumt: lli.it 



Communism is invading the Church 
and the National Council of Church- 
es . . , So J picked. up the phone 
On Tuesday. February ~S5th. " and 
calle3 "The^Chiel inspector ol The 
F.B.r ifT ^Wffsh tnglnn and asked him 
aCJTuTnr. . . lit* said flai1y~that it 
was not sb ,T. Abd fie i s in charge 
oT^FU.I. lnvcsttgat Tons ofTommu- 
nism . ^ ."Some good news comes 
along occasionally, news that thrills 
me . . . Down jn Elba the Methodist 
church was asked to pay $g40.00 on 
World Service and Conference Ben 
evulcnces . . . 'Without any pressure 
from anyone the church voluntarily 
accepted-? $1600.00 . . . Things like 
that strengthen our faith in our 
Methodist people . . . David Carter 
is the highly esteemed pastor then? 
. . . Responses to a recent printing 
of these moles have been interest- 
ing ... I am referring to the* Notes 
in which 1 wondered if anybody 
loved anybody else any more and 
in which 1 said that 1 was fed rigid 
up to the neck with hostility ... A 
lot of pt opk* seem to feel as I do . . . 
One of the more interesting letters 
came from my old lri« nd Bi n Ray 
in Birmingham . . . He said that 
some! iini*s when la feels discount':- 
4*d and is inclined to think tied 
things have nrvei been so had ho 
rereads the following quotation: 

•it is a gloomy moment in his- 
tory. Not in the lifetime of any man 
who reads this paper has there Ikvii 
mi much grave and deep apprehen- 
sion; never has the fulure seemed 
so dark and incalculable. 

Jn France the political cauldron 
seethes and bubbles with uncertain- 
ty. 

England and the British Empire 
arc being sorely tried and exhaust- 
ed in a Micini and economic strug- 
gle. with turmoil at home and up- 
rising of her teeming millions In her 
far-flung empire. 

The United Stales is beset with 
racial. Industrial and commercial 
chaos, drifting we know not where. 

Russia hangs like a storm cloud 
on the horizon of Europe — dark, 
menacing and foreboding. 

It Is a solcn; n moment, and n«t 
man can feci indifferent, which 
haply, no man pretends u> feel in 
the issue of events. 

Of our own trouble, no man can 
see the end . . . * 

This was an editorial in Harper's 
Magazine, Ortnl>r»r 10. 1M7. 
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UNITED STATES ERNMENT 

.* Memorandum 

i' 

to Jlr. W. C. Sullivan 
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DATE: 3-10-64 ;• x 





r»OM Jlr. J. 1. Si zoo X/ 

O ^ \ 

subject NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 



terday fi 

I vbo cal ltd Ions 

i stance MS bis asked to talk with IBS "Inspector in charge 
of securi ty Mattered* After aski ng ay name end identifying 
blase If he asked the Bureau could 

furnish lnxormation concerning Ah individual or organisation 
\over the phone* Be speclfleelly asked if Z knew and could ^give 
IhiB an opinion of the reliability of Bdgar Bundy* 1,* told bis *• 
that our files cere confidential and available for official use 
only and that the Bureau could not provide an evaluation of an 
individual or organisation* 

~ V|Hsald be understood this to be Bureau rpolicy end 
be vas checking in view of a statement appearing in: the 
‘ "Methodist Christian Advocate" of 3-6-64 by Dr. $%ulfaardln. 

1 Bishop of the Meth odi st Church, concerning the National 
Council of unurcnes in vhlcn fiardin alleged that be bad aade 
a telephone request of the "Inspector in charge of security 
aatters of the FBI ' and vas advised that the National Council 
of Churches bad not been infiltrated by communists • ) ^ ( n^ LL Wi /u S»C 

~ VI thanked ae for the statement of Bureau policy 
. end’ hung up* ^ 

ACTION : — y 

This is for intonation* 



.1. 



1 - Hr. Belaont 
# 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

* X - Mr. J.A.SIsoo 
.1*- Mr* Baumgardner 

• \ 
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ADDENDUM 
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». C. SULLIVAN 



March 10, 1064 • 
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MR. TOLSON 



uff i 



, We receive qure a volume of mail 
making inquiry on the National Council of Churches 
and>all are answered that we do not evaluate and 
that we have not inv estigated the National Council of 
Churches. 

In view of Mr. Hoover's comments 
shouldn't the inquiries now be answered that files 

ttel'weTor ' T ^ "° be town 

o not have information in our files? 













I have received your letter of March 19th and rant to thank you 
for your interest In my articles appearing in 'Christianity Today" and in my 
book, "blasters of Deceit." 



With respect to your inquiries, I am not in a position to comment 
along the lines you have suggested. -Information contained in the files of the FBI 
must bejnaintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Depart- 
ment of 3nstic£.€nd is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be 
of help i#3his Instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our.files^z$lating to file matters you mentioned. 

r r * rO 

*2 ThenCommunist ^arty in this country has attempted to infiltrate 
and subverblver£segment of our society. Its efforts are being thwarted fay the 
FBI's intern^ security programs, by investigation, arrest and prosecution of 
. Party functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent public opposition tq the 
communist philosophy. These achievements are being accomplished through 
orderly, legal procedures. £» 



3 w 



■: .» 

41 



Despite the above, the world commtmist conspiracy an&lts 
VV advocates in the United States continue to pose a basic threat to our coaatfy£ 
It is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning the trfce * 
p— ■ mturey this atheistic philosophy in order that they will be able to mist ' 
^^Toits eroding influence. At the same time, opposition to communism wist be 
j^^ i^efulland constructive, and kept within the due process of law. It is not 
enough ko be merely against communism. V. r e should exhibit in positive ways 
l|ie superiority of our format jgoVernm$nt over ^dy'foreign ideology. 

:ed-» 

'Mi *CCi>. 



Mr. *" •• 

Mr. f » ! 

Sir. C*!S 
Ur. tW. 

nr- *:» tp„. 

Mf. Tfirol lw i 

W». Tn V~r 

Umiq , __ 
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Regrettably, there is a tendency on the part at come to 
exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success In gaining 
within legitimate organizations and segments of our society, such as our religious 
institutions. We must continually be alert to communist attempts to penetrate 
and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective. 

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be of interest 

to you. 



8incerely yours, 

LEdgu Hoover 

7 John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Enclosures (4) 

Let’s Fight Communism Sanely! 

Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 
LZB Intro, 4-61 

Internal Security statement, 4-17-62 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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ch 19, 19U 



.Ui'CU.*'. r. 



|i-*rt ;* 7u:; r.- v .. lu.vr felt tV.t tv:v-;* :» -c vein,: r*. ^r.ut 
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•.7 «•//: it. tV t r/f * J to ::: v r t v. t J.r. jeed .’r* + -a I Vi*. . >••.1 

tov. oll, • n. el.i : M • t it iz co . •u.'J.et jr..«n« ihir. 1 cannot 
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I have received your letter of March 18th, with 
enclosure, and want you to know how much I appreciate your 

kind comment. *r 

* * 

Although I would like to be o^ervice, we are 
unable to make any comment concerning the ifati onaLCouncil of 
Churches. Information in the files of the FBI must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice. I regret we are taxable to help you and hope you will not 
infer that we do or do not have data relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is literature I hope will be of interest to 



you. 
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Sincerely yours, 

A iMfjal IIUOMK ,7' 
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/ Enclosures (5) 

> "Faith in Freedom" 

"Keys to Freedom" 

' Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1? > ’ 

"Faith in God — Our Answer To Communism" 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian 
JH:dli 

(3) : * * 

NOTE: Corresppbdeqt cannot be identified in Bullies. 
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IS March 19 64 



Mr. J. bdgar lloover ' 

director of the Federal bureau of Investigation 
bashing ton, b.U . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

'ihis morning 1 read the enclosed. cfU i torial in our locgi 
morn ins Newspaper, The News , This morning i have had three 
conversations with members of the Parish about the charges 
directed against the iNalional Council of Churches of Chris, 
in America. Naturally 1 do not want to defend an organ- < 
izatlon which might be guilty of the charges contained in \ 
this editorial. 1 ( 



Mould you be kind enough to express a conviction on • 
the charge that tbd^NCC "is shot through and through with 
Communist fellow travelers" and that "on the basis of the 
public records, the KCC stands convicted pf Communist front 
activities indulged in by its members and officials. 

Any information relating to the charges contained in 
this editorial will be appreciated and will enable me to 
minister to the members of the Parish more helpfully. 

If your office wishes to write the Newspaper 1 will 
appreciate it if my name is not mentioned. 

1 thank you in advance for any assistance you might 
offer me. Your moral integrity throughout the years 
means much to many and has. personally been an inspiration. 



s. personally been an inspiration. 

/ ‘j; . i 

in K Ah ~X$1964 
sincerely yours, V 

. 7 r/)K«'i -i 



• « 











PHblUied by to, Lynchbur, New*. toe, Lynchburg, Virginia 
VHIMP 17 C * rter <*« * Sooj Publishers 

AviB W. WBICHT, IfansgiDg Edi to r 




The Other Face 
Of, The NCC 



For some time now, thereaders 
®f this newspaper have been con- 

t ucU "*• h y m «*n» of letters to the 
Forum , running battle over the 
Nationa. Council of Churches. The 

CC " attackcd «"d erit- 
lazed as sympathetic to Commun- 

tom and as being infiltrated with 

fenZ VeIer3 ‘ 14 has b <*" de- 
tianl'v ** * grCat force for Chri8 * 

fumn!T' fi , na " y ’ 44,6 NCC «aelf has 
}“™ P ^ “!° the fra >*. with a letter 
from jto director of information in 
which he sets forth the goals and 
programs oMhe NCC and attempts 
to discredit Its critics and their 

Csunda^ P “ b,iShed 0,8 ^ 

r W," SSKtrS: 

paper, as it is with most, not to 
argue with the opinions expressed 
b> individual letter writers, al- 
though we do point out errors of 

PreMe?t e h NCC - I f ltCr ’ h0Wever > «*- 
op,nion of *" organiaa- 
tion and contained sUtements of 
po icy. It is the opinion not of one 

of ® aD F. And as such. It 
wight be accepted by some as the 
last word on the subject. 

• • • 

Well, It isn't Far from it. This 



^nof^theNCC have been publish 
Jd by .Circuit Riders, Inc., whicl 
J* 4e f k : “ In W. Communist front 
had the support of more than 1,201 
different Protestant clergymen." 

On Feb. 25. I960. Mr. Jticharc 
Arens, then staff director of the 
Mopse Committee on Un-Americar 
AcUviUm. testified during . Com- 
mittee hearing that, on the bash 
• °£-— careful, but yet incomplete 
14 h *- d been shown that 

Fn ° f ?* ,eedm 

National . Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, wo have found 
«ver 100 persons in leaderehip 
capacity with either * Communist 
front-.records or records of service 
to Communist causes." This testi- 
mony was verified Tuesday bv the 
present director of the HCUA ataff, 
Mr. Francis McNamara. 

The foregoing ahould suffice to 
show that the letter began with m 
deliberate whitewash. ; 



Among other things, the latte 
■tated that the NCC had "never re 
ferred directly to right to worl 

'**•■; *•»«*•■ A, U>. Mta. 

ntated, the NCC Is on record as say 
log: "Union membership as n hash 
of continuing employment should ha 
neither required nor forbidden hr 




last word on the subject 

_ It isn't Far from it. This 

‘ fgh-ed^jlng statement of ideals. 

res^e of programs, this ex- 
planation of and denial of accusa- 
tions, contains so many half-truths, 
distortions of fact Artful dodges 
«nd careful omissions as to qualify 
it as a masterpiece of deception. In- 
stead of turning the other cheek, 
the NCC has turned the other face. 

For instance: “Nothing could be 
further from the truth — " the letter 
states in the beginning as a reply 
to accusations that it is infiltrated 
with fellow travelers and with 
Marxist-Communist ideals. 

As a matter of fact, nothing could 
he further from the truth than that 
denial. 

The National Council of 
Churches of Christ in America was 
founded in 1950 as a merger of the 
old Federal Council of Churches 
and several minor religious organ- 
izations. The House Commjttee on 
Un-American Activities andthe Sen- . 
ate Internal Security Subcommittee 
have identified many FCC and NCC 
officials and members as Communist 
fellow travelers. 

And what is a fellow traveler? 
The Senate subcommittee defines 
one as . . an individual who from 
time to time supports one or more 
organizations or campaigns operat- 
ing under the indirect and usually 
unpublicized initiative and control 
of the Communist Party or its repre- 
sentatives." There are three types 
of fellow travelers, according to the 
subcommittee: the conscious, who is 
aware that he is supporting Com- 
munist objectives; the consistent, 
who sometimes takes issue with the 
Party but continues to support its 
programs and campaigns even after 
they have been exposed; and the 
unwitting, who is a dupe. 

m this basis, and docume nted 
hv tf»e~ rrimrff ««i onal committees. 

NCC Is shot throu gh and 
__ i eh with Com munist fellow 
jrayelaa. ixom longtime official 
land former president, Dr. Ed win ^T. 
P aUK rg. - — - — 

The public rec ords of the leftist , 
IfifcIcrgymenlAnd lay t* 



ing: "Union membership as a basis 
of continf r ''* employment should be 
neither n .red nor forbidden by 
lawTTTnBatis DBirirttlrtoW 
statement ^Unst a law which pro- 
vides that a man does not have to 
belong to a union to obtain a job? 

One of the favorite techniques 
of the NCC is to have its members 
and officials promoting p desired 
program while the organization It- 
self takes no official stand. This is 
subterfuge. 

For exnmplo: the letter stated 
that the NCC has never called for 
the abolition of the 1ICUA. Per- 
haps, technically, it has not. But its 
officers and members have signed 
such petitions. 

Another example: the letter 
stated that the NCC has made no 
statement calling for the admission 
of Red China to the United Nations.' 
But an NCC-called conference, at- 
tended by top NCC officials, made 
such a statement unanimously. And 
the NCC urged that the statement 
be publicized and given great 
weight. 

The letter stated the NCC does 
not favor repeal of the McCarran 
Act, but instead, wants to have It 
changed. However, the changes it 
wants would make the present act 
ineffective. Furthermore, past-presi- 
dent Dahlberg has signed at least 
11 petitions calling for an outright 

repeal of the act 

# • • 

We could go on and on, but it Is 
not necessary to prove the point 
And that is: OR jhi^basis_of_the 
public recor ds, s he NC C> sta nds coh- 
vtote £11 ^iiimu nikjf r ont activities 
Indulg ed'in by its me mbers and dfe- 
cials. And o n thebasis of its letter, 
it stands convicted of propagandls- 
tiYtrickeryT 

The NCC, on the one hand, has 
endorsed Christian programs as an 
organization, while on the_ other 
hand it supports, atheistic '.Gom- 
mnnis t doctrines th rough the in- 
dlgtfuaj eff orts ofitgjaembent and 
" officials . thgJTCC reminds us of 
Janus . the lwo^fareTKomap pagan 
pod. It turns the Ch ris tian fa ce. to 
t he nation.* But WQ B&beld JgMHLf 0P» 
* jet that other face. 



minimi! 




March 23. 1964 




I have received your letter of March 13th and can 
understand the concern prompting your communication. 



With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position 
to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information 
contained in the files of the*TBI must be m aint a in ed as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of (he Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. 1 regret I am u n a b l e to be of 
help in this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do 
or do not have data in our files relating to the matter you mentioned. 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest, 



Sincerely yours, 



MAILED 19 

MAR 23 1964 

COMM-FBI 



John Edgar Hoover] 
Director 



L? 



. i* 
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Let* s Fight Communism Sanely 1 
4-61 LEB Intro 

4-17-62 Internal Security statement 
Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism 
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March 13, 1964 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover 




Having heard two sides to the following problem I 
feel I must write and ask yo u 

Our Episcopal Rector informs me that the F. B.I. personel 
has completely absolved the?National Council of Churches of 
Chris t in America from the 'accusation of communist' infiltration or 
sympathies — — 

Is this true? I have read a great deal of literature indicating 
this is not true — — - 
Thank you for your help. 




/s/ 





M'd/t '/( 

* Mar 25 1964 









I have received your letter of March 17th and can x *£ 
understand the concern prompting your communication. 



With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position 
to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information 
contained in the files of the FBI most he maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
help in this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do 
or do not have data in our files relating to the matter you mentioned. 

With respect to Mr. Dan Smoot, he was employed 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent trom 
-March 23. 1942. until June 15. 1951. when he voluntarily resigned. 
Bis personal ventures his opinions and comments are strictly 
his own and this Bureau is unable to comment on these in any way 
whatsoever. 



1 am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest. 

Sincerely yours. 




MAILED 19 

MAR 23 1964 

COMM-fBI 



/ 




9* Edgar H oow a 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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torch 17* 196 k 



Mr. J. Edgar Hocver 

Federal Bureau of Invest! cat Ion, 

Y/ashi nr, ton, D.C* 



Dear ••*r. Hoovers 




&> 

jNeti 

Comr 

the 



yoir experience, of your impressions or your knowledge of 
the Council on these gropfrds. , 



If it is a Communist organizational want to be 
amonc the first to condemn and utterly discredit it. 
However, if my laymen are being blindly led to accuse the 
Council of such betrayal of our democratic principles 
on false and untruthful grounds of information then I 
would like your help in orinrir.c the light of truth to 
beer on their thinking. 




I snal I anxiously await any help 
offer in this matter, end must, if you 
your answer before Apri I ll*, I9&4-* 



V 

> you shoulo like to 7 
please, sir, have j 



Thank you. 



Sincerely, 









% 



/ 

fTCS, 



Cb/ee 







/£/) J 



P.S. 



tffic 

S MAH 25 1364 

Have .you any information regarding authenticity 
of articles appearing in the w en Smoot repu I -~f -*■ 

Jan lj$, 196 b* 










March S3 



», 1964 

V. * •> 

■»'V^ 'S.r <■., . 

• *rr-r./;4f^V^» 
■ .: : ' -**¥•• .f'- 

" • ‘ * ?• • 

’ Y 



Tour letter of March 16th has been received. 



While 1 would like to be of assistance, I am enable /? 
to cp mman * In the manner yoa suggested Inasmuch as the files of * • 
the FBI must be maintained Sb confidential in accordance with \.*§T- 
regulations of the Department of Justice and are available for 
official use only. 1 hope you will not Infer either that we do or 
do not have Information in our files relating to file subject of « 

your inquiry. % % *>•: 

' • • . <v. 



Interest. 



I am enclosing some material I hope will be<^ 



1 j - * - 

S’ • <>*, 



JLED 19 



MAR 23 1964 

COMU-fBi 



Sincerely yours, 

S Bd»r Hoomt 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






Encl osu r es (4) * K •- 

-3 4 -1-61 LEB Intro ' %bf/ iA^/* 

ff 4-17-62 Internal Security Statement * ... * l{/ 1/ 

>* Let’s Fight Communism Sanely l ' V 

; Faith in God - Our Answer to.Communism 

. NOTE: Correspondent is notadentifiabW jp Bufiles. There have been 

allegatio ns by various crities'bf the National Council of Churches ; j 

— - t of Christ, without access to factual data to sumfortAheir as yrtt ons,^-^^, 
tvjt this group is communist controlled ' or. influenced. The FBI 
ZZfV^xourse, has not Investigated this group. / / 
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March 36, 1964 



Mr. J. Ldgar Hoover /\ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation / ' \ q 

Washington, D.C. '— / "y 

I/oar Mr. Hoover: 

/£). Or.e of my church members Is disturbed over claims 
that the _Na tional Council of .Chur ches' has been Infiltrated 
by known Conuv.uni s ts • will you please write me a letter 
stating wnether cr not this is true? 

I know, cf course, that it Is not true but I have 

I seen statements from F2I leaders to this effect and if there 
j « any printed statement tKot the FBI has on this matter, I 
would b* so happy to receive it. 

Many thanks for your help. 




L 



FTDtk 



KCril 



- 5~& W/ f 






to 24 IP* 




I 



r /co * so / c> 9 //)Sk March as * 1084 



I have received your letter of March 17th and 
I appreciate knowing of your confidence in me. 

Although I would like to be of service, we are not 
able to make any comment regarding the National Council of 
Churches or the Board of Christian Social Concerns. Information 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret 
we cannot help you and trust you will not infer that we do or do not 
have data regarding the ^ubjects of your inquiries. 

Enclosed is literature I hope will be of interest to 



maileoTS 
MAR 23 1964 



Sincerely yours, 

bower 



COMMFBI 



Teiace _ 
Etofansnt . 



Sdbvn 
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Tamer . 
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Enclosures (5) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 

"Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism" 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
"Faith In Freedom" v'* 

"Keys To Freedom" . ^ 

NOTE: Correspondent cannot, be Identified .in Bufiles. 
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I'srch 17, 1 



T'r. J.idrcr Hoover 

?cdcrf 1 Curcru of Invest!"' tion 

‘hi shin 'ton, D.C. 



Deer 'Ur: 



I 



* r 

The ouention of comm inn in' the churches in not r. nn T 
one to you, I feel cure. However, it in one v 'ih-» '.Mico 
^ T fc ct the "ronn roots level ere continuous cor» I'ontco. 

Hec u«u of the V'ov^tl ess rerorkn of r fe v, f ’~ rr " r o r 
fine nroyr*— o'* the church ore bein" neriousls hrmoerc-. 

To attempt to defend the church hm beco r o difficult, 
undertaking. I Ml- neoolr nusoect ? "whitevr-sb lob” 
whenevf r no:-cone in the church mokes o ntote^mt con- 
cerning thin rf tter o f com uni cm. 

Therefore, I ’*ould li» f nioccrelv to hove *»our ovm fr'nk 
onnr.'ir.M of the r.itur.tion. Cnccifice lly, A J" concerned 
”ith tro »*; jor "rovms. 'ir.nt in th» bor-rd 0 r Cnrintion 
locifl Concerns of our o , -*n ‘-thodint Chrch. Do you be**c 
rnv inform' tion which vwil.d indierte imto”«rd ectionn or 
off ili*' tions of thin touo or its merbers. . 

lecodSls, I would li’-c sour c-'ndid er.'r’s conctrni'r 

the Hotion** ! Council of Churches. f© "ive sou on ex*-mlf 
of the tsoe 'liw-; non neinr expounded he ro, one r m 
nersonrlits is onotc-d on Win- sold tW *irt" -rent o 
the ntr-onr, o-noci'tcd -If' the VQJ *re mc-.b, r n o 1 
Ooe- unj.r.t- front or-'--nizotionn. r.c co- ^cn on »*<— 

Vationrl OouncVl. . Itt " » /O r ¥ * • 

t am p nir.nl r i ethodint min inter. !v '*cith in ; the Church 
Is str^nr. I cn»«t recent the ifens -Me'- rn, wv* r.i'.nin- 
rrrcnrnt? "o'-’ever, 1- t,!icre is soretliinr I <■<> nst>i$r - '. 1 
would like to be inferred. 
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Sir, I respect "our oninion ond ynu^ .-fudr-cnt. This is 
the reason for nv inquiry. I look I'or'f'H to hrr-rin** 
fror. you find receiving f>nv information ”ou r^v deem 
helpful to rc. 
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Titan . 



teLMcfc 

M«-X 



/W 



_ g'o j 6>9- 1 



March 18, 1884 







Dear 



I received your letter of March 11th and want to \ 
thank you for your generous comments concerning my admin istration 
of the FBI. It is hoped that our future endeavors will continue tp 
merit your support and approval. ^ 3^ 

m p* 

With respect to your inquiries, I am not in a pos£ioil£> 
to comment along the lines ypu have suggested, faformatton-cwfcj ^ 
tained in the files of the FBI must he m a int a in ed as confidential jh w 
accordance with the regulations of the Department of JusttceTttgs ^ 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of helpjp ^ 
this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do n£ ^ 
have data in our files relating to the groups or individuals you men- 
tioned. i 

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to 
infiltrate and subvert every segment of our society. Its efforts are 
being thwarted by the FBI's internal security programs, by investigation, 
*. arrest and prosecution of Party functionaries, and by widespread, 

I intelligent public opposition to the communist philosophy. These 
* achievements are being accomplished through orderly, legal procedures. 

Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy 
and its advocates in the United States continue to pose a basic threat 
tp our country. It is important that our citisens educate thwnselves 
concerning the true nature of this atheistic p^^h^ orter ttat ttey 
will be able to resist its eroding influence. At the same time, op^sitton 
to communism must be careful and constructive, and kept withi n the due 
process of law. It is not enough to be merely against commt ^sm . we 
f should exhibit in positive ways the superiority of our form of government 
pver any foreign Ideology. / / 



DTP:eo (3) /J 
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SEE 



(ND ENCLfl NEXT PACT 
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Regrettably, there is a tendency on the part of some to 
make exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success in 
gaining influence within legitimate organizations and segments of our 
society, such as our religious institutions. We must continually be 
alert to communist attempts to penetrate and influence; however, 
our efforts must be rational and objective. 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of 

interest. 



Sincerely yours, 
LEdgar Hoorn 



Enclosures (4) 

•/ ^ 
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4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

4-1-61 LEB Intro 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Faith in God- -Our Answer to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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f\ch 11, 1964 



Dear Mr* Hoover* 

First I want to say that I think the F.B.I. and you are 
doing a w onderful job of prote cting our country. 

X Dayton, Ohio and I belong to a 

study grou^tna^T^stulJH^%ommunism and some ways to combat 
It. It is very interesting to me and I must say I am finding 
things that are happening in this country that I don't want to 

admit. . 

I would like some information from you if you would be so 
kind to help.,- I have done quite a bit of reading lately and I 
find the naruHiatlonal Council of Churches comes up quite often. 

They are nam eS by the committee on Un-American Activities, 
in the Congressional Record by Hr. Thurmond, by Dan Smoot, The 
American Council of churches 9 and Fundamental Bible Church* They 
are also named by Mr. Norman ¥. Peal and in a book by Billy James 
Hargis, entitled The Facts about Communism and our Churches. 

I must say that none of this literature makes the N.C.C. 
sound very good. In fact if these people are correct in their y* 
charges the N.C.C. is a disgrace to our country. jO 

I have written to the N.C.C. and received material from then, 
I have read it and they say all the charges are false. I must say 
I am confused. Being a Christian I want to believe in the N.C.C. 
but, at present it is very difficult. .. 

I am asking for help in this matter and wonder if you might 
help me, I have a lot of respect for your Judgment and thought 
if anyone could give me any facts about this matter it would be 
you. If possible I would like to have your opinion of the N.C.C. 

I hope this is possible. If it is impossible to give me informa- 
tion please advise me as to what material to read on this matter. 
Thank you very much. 



8ineerely, 







Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Burke Marshall 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Ilights Division 



Mr. Joe Sylvester, ASAC 
New Orleans, Louisiana 




BMsDkOsSb 

72 - 41-89 

15,730 

MAR 19 19CA 



Attached is a copy of a letter fron Jack Pratt 
of the National Couneil of Churches on certain of 
their activities. Please note the last paragraph 
of the letter which is very conplinentary of 
Mr. Joe Sylvester, ASAC in your New Orleans Office, 
and the agents working under bin. Mr. Sylvester 
deserves this conplinent, and an added connendation 
from this Division for^the work be has done for as. 



/ 
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commission on ReliQion AngKice 



national council of the chuRChes of chRist 

475 civensiOe ooive, new yock, n. y. 10027 telephone, $70-2430 

wfihop beuien h. muellea. poe«i6ent ^ *•**• «$win espy, oenen*l wcamay 

(UWtnt (mcui 

February 12, 19oI* 



The Attorney Oonoral 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25# D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

tho notional Council of Churches' Conoloolon on JjJ* “ 

to know, considerable lwolwcnent In the wlous ottaopto l^ch ha™ ton 
nado to attain equal Justice by Shite and Negro cittsons 
viscIb-IddI during the past covcral months* Two areas are of particular 

«r$d lihSSd llto to enquire, If I rteht, o. to «.««*»», « 
any, which thyDepartacnt of Justice intends to take in rogard to them* 



U.S. v. 
— oTI 



Leflore County* Mississippi, ot al * — Suit seeking xalaasa 
residents ofitfa aona, Mississippi. 



On June 29, 1963 the Department of Justice ftled a cospiaint Jfekino the 
release of 1*5 residents of Itta Sena who were arrested aftor "5?* had 
downtown to seek police protection after persons unknown hcd^cllei^dljr 
released noxious substances into a church vhcro they wore holding a wter 
J^SStSf^tSs* On or about July 19, 1963 the ^°t °eurt wled 
that the Government had not established a violation of 1971(^)* 

Oovomrsnt apsoaled this ruling and applied for on ini ‘“'f 
appeal* The injunction was doniod by the Court o^ Appals for ^ 

Circuit. The Government, wo understand, has now withdrsun its _$L ta 

thcUnited States Court ot Appeals. A trial do novo of these defendants 
was hold in the County Court of tofloro County #? uri 55# th 5 for 

January 20-2U, 1961*. Forty-four of the forty-five ^ w ^ t ?*S P S?tL f ^e 
thTtrial and wore convictodj a forfeiture was token on tM brado. ths one 
absent defendant. Their sentencing, which was schcdulod f 10 ^ Janaary 27# 

* «is postponed U» hours so that I nitfit obtain new *&#*& 
allow the defendants to r oraln at largo pending an appeal to tho hL.ber 

courts of Mississippi. 

Tin National CounoU of Churehoo, ««>>^ It. ' 

'too, omuisod for tho kondi which orfoctod tho rdocKof tomkStotgg 
*»« ** "ad ^Ujrtrood l for TOrtf ^*v 



lest AUTUOup uwr ” " r r _ L _ L L ^ an nn ttBMflQT 

tics $10,000 firoa our Bwrgonoy Bail Fuad was paid to the insur *? c0 , 

. ****** 
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which wrote the bonds u ooUntoral and premium payments, and la addition 
^tauTTiord obligation to the company to make good any Usa osar and 
So^t^^r An addition* 1W0 was pUd to the comply on 
January 27, 1961 for the new bonds. 

Tt BTltvlftrs to in6 unlikely that the courts of the State of Mississippi 
iinrSwse the decision of the County Court. T am not to ji P 0 *^*** 

J” *£!£“ eftr tiorari to the United States Supreme Court will be sought 
^^^nd^S uir^ belief that the interest of the defendants 
Sd^he^iSSiS’interestTf the National Council of Ch^hes ’ Emergency 
Stl SSnd^Si be protected by the Decent* s suU,lX it^d be 
Sought to a favorable termination. I would ap^oiatekn^ng, therefore, 
what further steps the Department contemplates in regard to its ao io • 

state of Mississippi v. Moses, and State of Mississippi v. Ou^ot 

* T \ oAli Robert Moses v&s coirrt.cted In the Justice of the Pesos 

Courf'o^Th? C Ity ofKaVtleaburg on ch^go. of obot^ctl^ a ^dc^ and 
refusal to obey the lawful ccmmanA^of an officer. At the blme of his 
arrest. Mr. Moses was engaged in directing -a voter re gi 

^SSZr=H3 

Tided a stenographer who recorded the proceedings. I ,*ThI**M o ^and^aeblnr 
Sr* to order the etonogrepher to make e transcript of the Jrt^^toking 
S»'Depertoent to examine the /transcript for the purpose of <l*torainlng 
whether the Government has enough evidence to initiate a su pro 
Mr. Moses’ rights. 

Mr Robert Guyot was tried on January 30, 196U before the County 
LefloreCountyv Mississippi, a court of record, on a charge of contriving 

to the delinquency of a minor. He was found gull 7$ ^ ^ wnsnended 

•nrt •Antjtncad to six months in prison, five months of which were suspenae • 
T^LU^ae defense counsel for Hr. Guyot in that case. In my Judgment, 

the record demonstrates ample proof that Mr. nlUtieslMrg and 

to intimidate and suppress the voter registration drive in totUes g 

that Mr. Guyot ’s conviction was contrary to tho weight of ^ J* 1 
SSd like £ know whether the ^vernment has prwjnt ^inWntion of 
initiating an action which would protect Mr, Guyot s rights. 



III, Alleged Police Brutality Against Oscar Chase 



On «p .bout January It, 19dU Oacir Chaaewa arrested “* **"J"*** 

toe County Jail of Hattiesburg, Kississlppl on iHtl'to.fllM 

•eltTaf an accident. This charge was subsequently passed iato the fUas 

after the private citisen whose tjmok had allege (D.y ^^^*25®J ao ther U. 

S/compleint. While In JaU Mr. Chase was severly beaten by another ^ -a 



*■» ,i*?i 
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nrtoonor. Mr. Cliaco has alleged that the booting was done in the 
S with the encouragement of the Jailer and two or three i nrobere of the r 
Hattiesburg Volico Department. Tho beating allegedly took ^plaoe «t 
approximately B:00 P.M., and Mr. Chase was given no nodical treatment rattl 
thTfblWng morning when he called the voter registration headquarters 
and informed them of the beating and requested to be reloasod °? bai ^ ** 
is pywidcrs tending that an investigation of this incident has been conduced 
by tho Federal Bureau of Investigation and I an enquiring as to what, if 
any, actions the Department contemplates in this nattor. 

vaw T nav sir. that during my two weeks in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, I was deeply 
inpro3sod*with tho efficiency and thoroughness of the °T>erations of the agents of 
thaFcdoral Bureau of Investigation working under the air act ion of 
iv josonh Silvester, Assistant Chiof Agent of tho Uew Orleans office. Boalising 
^t ^ ^oSe iS tho civil rights struggle frequently ^charge the Fedoral ^au 
©^Investigation with hoinc on tha tide of tho local »©thwltlos and ****** 
too little to protect the rights of the^enonotratore, I wish to trtnlm* 
opportunity to commend Mr. Sylvester and the agents who worked under hi* in 
Hattiesburg for their efforts. 



Respectfully yours. 



3^-t Y* . 






John M. Pratt 

Counsel to tho Coanission 



JKPtbas 








Mr. Eurhe Marshall 
Assistant Attorney General 

Director* FBI _ 
, 00 - ?<**/- , 

CIVIL BIGHTS MATTERS ; 
IK MISSISSIPPI 



March 27* 1904 




Your memorandum of March 19* 19 64, captioned* 

M Mr. Joo Sylvester, AS AC, New Orleans, Lo uisi a na * M has bsen 
received together with the enclosed letter from Mr* Pratt* It is 
always gratifying to icam that the efforts of FBI personnel have 
been appreciated* and it was thoughtful of you to bring Mr* — 'vatt s 
comments to my attention* 

It was of you to s^d your own commendation and 
your remarks* as well as these' of Mr*. Pratt* will be brought to 
the attention cf Mr* Sylvester and the Agents who have worhSu with 
Mm on these matters. 




f 
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1 - SAC/ New Orleans (Enclosures - 2 - Copy of incoming from 
* Department with a copy of its enclosure) 

1 - Personnel File of J. T. Sylvester, Jr. , ASAC of New Orleans ^Office. 

(Enclosures - 2 - Copy of incoming from Departments 

- copy of its enclosure. ) Ld a 
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NOTE: 



r Civil Rights Division forwarded a copy of a letter to thep 
Attorney General from John M. Pratt, Counsel to the * ' 



AUUlliCJf WI4CAO* AAVAM *••• 9 

Commission on Religion and Race.Qr aticnalC pimcUcrf the Churches of 
C hrist ‘Pratt discussed the status of various civil rights matters in 
|SESSIisippi and concluded with the following paragraph: 

J ' .»*May I say, sir, that during my two weeks in Hattiesburg, 
Cif&sissippi, I was deeply imTOSSj^itfcthe efficiency and ^orwughness 
“Tf the operations of the t'sebk cl ih^edei^ Bureau of ^estigation 
forking under the direction of Mr r Joseph Sylyester^Assistant Quo 

unkaKHiur that nhme ^ofionla in tfafini 



not of the New. Orleans Ofiic^jfegfcdi* tha^eomefcMple In 

v... \ •* • 

*'•' SEE NOTE CONTINUED ON PAGE TWOM 
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NOTE CONTINUED: ;W|£ 

civil rights struggle frequently charge the Federal Bureau of Investigatio& 
with being on the side of the local authorities and with doing too little 
to protect the rights of the demonstrators, I wish to take this opportunity 
to commend Mr. Sylvester and the agents who worked under him in - 
Hattiesburg for their efforts. " 

Burke Marshall states: 

• "Mr. Sylvester deserves this compliment, and an added . 
commendation from this Division for the work he has done for us. " 






J 





vithln legitimate organizations and segments of our society* such as our - v 
reli gio ns institutions. We must continually be alert to com m un i st atte mpts t o , •* 
penetrate and influence; however* our efforts must be rational and objective. 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest. 

Blncereiy yours* 

g Edgar Hoov* 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (4) -r 

Let *8 Fight Communism Sanely! / • ' 

4-61 LEB Intro 

4-17-62 Internal Security statement 
Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. p 1t fn A a re flgctwejhave had 

limited but cordial correspondence with Presbyterian life. Since^^HHHHB 
ha« not linked Mr. Smoot with the EBI/xo explanation as to Smoot's prior connection 
with the Bureau is being set out. 
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March 12, 1964 
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Mr. Edgar Hoover . . .. 

Director 

Fedral Bureau of Investigation;. 
Washington 25, D. C. .-v-:. 



: n 'f'J • ' ‘ 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 




e 



I, along 
uite concerned 



I am a Presbyterian minister here i , 

with some other ministers in our city, ha.- » — 

about charges being made by Billy James Hargess and Dan Smoot that 
the^National Council of Churches is a. ’left-wing* organisation. . 



For example, yesterday T listened to the Christian Crusade 
broadcast. Dr. Hargess was telling why Dr. Charles J. Poling, 
outstanding Presbyterian minister for fifty years, . Ar , ian 
Presbyterian Church. One of the reasons was thr-t the Presbyterian 
Church bslongcd to the b WC. During bhewur^. of this March U, 



1964 broadcast he calle^The called Presbyterian Life(official 
publication of the United Presbyterian Church in the 

£ . . A t \ — *1 * ^ m.m-t ..I A 4 AW 



JLIUAA W0 vXvu Vi. wu- ww--- — 

States of America) a ’left-wing* publication. 



United 



K 



Now we are pettin g this program twice daily five days a 
week here inflM|^BAlso people are writing Dan Smoot and 
Christian Crusao^Wr printed materials. After reading these 
they are claiming to have done intensive study regarding the 
’left-wing* activities of say tte National Council of Churches. 
In my {judgment the time has come for us to present a level- 
headed, intelligent, and accurate report concerning these 
matters to! thepeople of this community. 



Therefore I write hoping you may be of some help. Do you 
have any information available to the public regarding charges 
that the National Council is a ’left-wing’ organization? HaVe 
you written any articles along these lines? Is there any * 
information available on the Dan Smoot orgcnizati^n and Christian 
Crusade? Is there any information available ««««•«•■* 



We need acctira 
If you can help us we would 



A® VM : g. 

ny infonnation available from other sources? 

IP&^raaffiSf^ndwe 
■ ■ - 



!nfprmatic 

& V. . 
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Thanking you for your time and interesS.*^? 
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March 18, 1964 




Dear 



1 



I have received your letter of March 9tb, with enclosure, 
and can understand the concern prompting your communication. - 



With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a po^on to 
comment along the lines you have suggested. Infonnattan contained in 
the tiles of the FBI must be maintained as confidential ^ 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available tor official 
use l regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 

will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to 
the groups and individuals you mentioned. 



i 

__ t The Commiinist Party in this country has attempted to 
infiltrate ahd subvert every segment of our society. .Ms et&xiag&e being 
thwarted by the FBrs internal security programs, by tove^g^n, arrest 
and prosecution of Party functionaries, and by widespread, j£n g 



anu prosecuuun Ui rail; — * _ * : 

• S _ public oppojition to the communist philosophy. These achjqyeiqfipts are 
’ 52 ? being accomplished through orderly, legal procedures. S g 
oo 1 'i*. .M I— «e» 3 






Brlnl 



£•*• .* -a 

L Despite the above, toe world communist conOirfQr and 

its advocates in the United States continue to pose a 1 basic ti$eaQc > wr 
country. It is important that our citizens educate ft* 11 **** 6 * LS?i“S!^Me 
the true nature of this atheistic philosophy in order that they 
to resist its eroding influence. At toe same time, opposition to comma 
iLTmust blwwful sod constructive, and kept within the topncMS 
of law. It Is not enough to be merely against communism. We should 
..mm< in positive ways the superiority of oar form of government over 
any foreign ideology. a 
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Regrettably, there Is a tendency on the part of some to 
make exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success in 
gaining influence within legitimate organizations and segments of our 
society, such as our religious institutions. We must continually be 
alert to communist attempts to penetrate and influence; however, our 
efforts must be rational and objective. 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest 

Sincerely yours, 



^ John Edgar Hoover 
.Director 



Enclosures (4) 

Let's Fight Communis ip Sanely I 
Faith in God — Our Andfer to Communism 
4/61 LEB Introduction re Communism 
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 








» 



J. Edgar Hoover Director, Jv : . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation »W* 

Washington, D.C. I ' ■ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 1 1 

Inclosed is the Dan Shoot Report of January 13, 1964. 

<o 

We have written to the Rational Council of Cfaurchee and they 
have denied cny knov/ledge regarding the publication of a pamph- 
let written by Hill lam Graham Cole on page 11 of the above report 
being sponsored by then. 

Our understanding is thnt they are a Communist infiltrated organ- 
isation. What do you advise, as church nembers, we can do to 
convince our Ministers this is a very serious natter and should be 
thoroughly investigated. ^ 

- r 

We are very concerned about this natter and we would like an opinion 
fTom you regarding the above article. 
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March 12, 1064 • Jy* ' 
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I have received your letter of March 6th and can g 3? 

understand the concern prompting your communication. o m 

lfcith respect to your inquiry concerning the National 
Council of Churches, I am not4n a position to comment along the lines 
you have suggested. Information contained in the files of this Bureau 
must be maintained as confidential in accordance with the regulations 
of the Department of Justice and is available for official use only. 1 
regret I am unable to be of help In this instance and hope you will not 
Infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to this 
group. / 





f , it 
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to you. 



Enclosed Is some literature I hope will be of Interest 



Ua K1319B4 



Sincerely yours. 
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*• 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (4) 

Let's light Communism Sanely 1 
4/1/61 LEB Intro 
4/17/62 Internal Security 
faith in God — Our .Answer to Communism* 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Buttles. Since|^^^m entions no 
sjigclfic church andt may well tih'k Member of Jehovah's Witnesses of the Chord 
[tie of ReverepdUs not being ui&M telephone directory fails to 



y of Cfcrt sL Jit le of ReverepdUs not beiri| iioA 

cT --./ reflect NK associat^^th^^/^urph. 
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March 6, 1964 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Office of Public Information 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirs: 

As a Christian minister I have been confronted with frequent 
condemnations of thg"N ational Coun cil of Churches., The accusation 
seems to be this: that the National Council of Churches is either a communist 
front or a communist infiltrated organization. They seem to say this 
because the NCC is active in the move toward racial equality. 

If you have any information , therefore, regarding the loyalty of 
the National Council of Churches relating to communism and race 
relations, would you please send it to me. If I need to contact 
another source for said information, would you be kind enough 
to direct me to it. ' 

My sole aim in desiring this information is that! may serve to clarify 
much confusion and misdirected criticism. 

Thank you for your help. / 



Sincerely, 


















trusoJk, C, i<ni 
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March 16,* 1964 







Dear 



1 have received your letter of March 9th and - ri 
want to thank yon lor your generous remarks concerning my 
administration of the FBI. It is hoped that our future endeavors CD 
will continue to merit your support and approval. t-H 



With respect }o your Inquiries, I am not in a 
position to comment along the lines you have suggested. Infor- 
mation contained in the files of this Bureau must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with the regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available tor official use only. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance and hope you will not infer 
either that we do or do nbt have data in our flies relating to the 
individuals and groups you mentioned. 



Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of 



interest to you. 




Sincerely yours, 
fl. Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (4) 

Let *8 Fight Communism Sanely! 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. . ^ 



w W 4 



V •• 



LUmlbOoU (QnrnxTYPE unit CD 



► ♦ 



WOO* ONIOV3;M\oa,. 





J. Edgar Hoover \ y / ^ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B. C. 



•- Bear Hr. Hoover, 

I am inquiring for facts concerning members of the Governing 
Body of taenia tlonal Council of Churches. 



At a recent Church meeting, a representative of this or- 

I ganization stated that a letter was in their files from 
you stating flatly that there are no Communists in the 
organization '8 leadership. 



I have in my possession literature printed by the Circuit 
Eiders, Inc., 110 Government Plhce, Citfclnatti 2, Ohio, 
which is in conflict with this. According to this litera- 
ture, at least thirty men who helped write "The Standard 
Bevised Version of the Bible'" under the auspices of the 
Bational Council of Churches, are, or have been affiliated 
with various Pro-Com:nunist projects, fronts, and publica- 
tions. Specifically, I woulft like information concerning 
Leroy Waterman, University of Kichlgan; W. Bussell Bowie, 
Grace Church, Hew. York; Fleming James, University of the 
South, Sewanee, Tenn.; Frederick C. Grant, Seabury- We stern 
. Theological Seminary; Luther A. We isle, Yale University 
BiVinity School. Even though these men may not be actually 
members of the Communist Party, they are reported to be 
conciously serving the Communist cause. 



If you arc not permitted to release information on indivi- 
duals, any information that you can furnish substantiating 
ties between Communist activities and individuals asso- 
ciated with the national Council of Churches would be most 
helpful. 






m 



We who ore most seriously co^£<?i > fted about the menace of 
Coiuuunlsm deeply appreciate your dedication to duty and ex- 
emplary performance ir the high of fi(UL which you hold. / 

efcjlr “ /f 6 a t. 7 ‘ 

This is most urgent, and a prompt ^reply would be g ret£ijt-/*— 
apireciated. 

. •- « 

Sincerely, 





Dear 

Tour letter of March 9th has been received, 

and I regret I am unable to comment on your inquiry. 

# 

i 

I would like to point out that information in 
our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I hope you will 
not infer either that we do or do not have data concerning 
the National Council Of Churches in our files. 





Sincerely yours, 

t Edgar Hoowr 

; 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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: cpartn»nt or Co~'.nunications 



Pnrch f), 19U4 



Federal Hurra u of investigation 
Pousc office r.uilding 
Vashington, i-.C. 



f;nntl<.«ion: 



. r. 



The *f?rc : i lOfi'l issue of the Church News 
^ carried an it«n stating that investigation of the 
'National Council «r Churches had revealed no basis 
for charges that the N.C.C. harl>ors Coanunist 
sympathizers. ' 



Y.v K'MiId like* <o receive- anv data your orjja.ni 
zation has concerning your latest disposition of thi 
matter. 



Sinecrely. 
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I have received your letter of March 8th and can 
understand the concern prompting your communication. 

With respect to your inquiries, I am not in a 
position to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information 
contained in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in 
this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not 
have data in our files relating to the groups you mentioned. 



Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be of 



interest to you. 



Sincerely yours. 





John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (4) 

diet’s Fight Communism Sanely! 

‘ r Internal Security statement, 4-17-62 
LEB Intro, 4-61 

J." Faith: in God-r-Our Answer to •Communism 
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NOTE; Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. His question 
labfefe/4(a)is being intentionally ignored. The attached copy of 
page A4057 of the Congressional Record - Appendix for 1061 sets 
forth the data to which he referred. The quoted letter of the Director 
pertains to the film, ’’Operation Abolition” and enclosed the pamphlet 
’’Communist Target - Youth. ” To make reference either in support 
of this letter or opposed to this letter would reawaken interest in the 
pamphlet, "Communist Target - Youth, ” which is no longer being 
disseminated by the Bureau. 



If 
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March 8 , 1964 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Voshlngto n, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 




I am writing you as a member and Ruling Elder of sy 

Freebyterlan Church , Our local church i^THae^^n^^ & 
jurisdiction of the OTneranTssembly of the Presbyterian Church 
ln/tiie United States, which for some years has been affiliated with 
the^llatlonal. Council of_Cburches of Jihrlst. Literature oritislzlng 
the 1T.C.C /and implying that it is a Communist-front organisation 
prompts this letter to you. As an active Christian, I know you 
must have experienced some situations where your particular denom- 
ination has been hurt by apparently unfounded denunciations relating 
it or allied organizations or lndivldukls to Communism or as being 
"pink", red, or some other shade of the popular color for Communists. 
Knowing that answers coming from my own church or from my Congress- 
ional representatives may be biased and ao would be ineffective as 
a countermeasure against the undermining of faith in our church 
leadership, I am asking you to assist me in this matter in order to 
give clarification to either me or those who condemn my churches 
affiliation with the N.C.C. and the World Council of Churches.. 
Specifically s 



*(1) Is the National Council /of Churches of Christ considered a 
Communist- front organization? 

(2) Have any of its leaders been active or Inactive Communists? 

(3) Do organizations or individuals publishing literature which 
attempts to discredit or cast doubt on the patriotism of cor- j 
tain religious groups normally come under the scrutiny of the— * 
F.B.I. for the possibility of themselves being subversive? (by 
dividing the church). Sunh literature would be as follows: 

(a) Copy of 1961 Congressional Record-Appendix, pages A4056 and 
15057, "Extension of Remarks of Hon. Dale Alford of Arkansas 
in the House of Representatives, June 6, 1961. (Copy made 
available by "the Network Of Patriotic Letter Writers- 
P.O. Box 2003D- Pasadena, California.! Cost: 60 for $1.00. 



(b) "Deceivers", an 11-page booklet written by fibenezer Myers, 

210 Vance Street, Lenoir, N.C., dated Sept. 6, 1953* Mr. 

Myers is a retired Methodist minister-western N.C. Conference 
The booklet was apparently published by the "Circuit Riders, 
Inc.", an organization of "fine sound Methodist laymen who 
Mr. Myers says checked on Methodist preachers who have 
Communist-front records and this corporation, he says, has 
a list in a book of 2,109 Methodist* preachers with more than 
three citations by the Congressional Committees ----- 
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'(4) The quotations ®Uerned with the foregoinflfcaragraphs are* 

(a) Does Mr. Hoover agree with the way his name and letter 
has been used in the quoted pages of the oopy of the 
Congressional Record? 

(b) Are the "Circuit Riders, Inc" accurate in their accusations 

of the 2,109 Methodist prtaachers? . . 



Mr. Hoover, my Treasons for wanting clear lnforaatlon on this subject 
is to be able to defend my church and what it stands for. Without “ 
having adequate Information on this Bubject which Z can believe, Z 
an a loss to talk, much less refute this issue with those around 
ne who are condemning the M.C.C. Zf the N.C.C. needs condemning, 

Z want to know that too! 



Will appreciate all information or clarification you can give me 
on ^hls matter. 



J 

_<.<> /A '- - i> - fo 7^ 



March 10, 1964 
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Tour letter of March 3, 1964, has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry concerning the 
National Council of Churches?* the FBI being an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government neither makes evaluations 
nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. Therefore, I trust 
you will understand why I am not in a position to comment along 
the lines you have suggested. You may be assured, however, 
that this Bureau has not investigated this group. 



Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of 



interest to you. 
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Sincerely yours, 

& Eta Hoovw 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Let's Fight Communism Sanely! Iff lU / 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction tf }} ly ■ , 

4-17-62 Internal Security s v 

Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism . 
iNOTEJ Correspondent is not identifiable inJBufiles. 
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March 3, 1961a 



Federal Bureau of Inver ti ration 
l-asnington, D. C. 

Bear Sirs: 

As you know, withjn the last several years there has been discuss- 
ions within the Christian Body as to Communist infiltration end 
influence within the National Council ,of_^urche$. of Christ in the 
United States of America. 'Arizona, being like most of our country, 
has not been without this discussion. There have been many study 
groups on this subject within the Phoenix area. It has had effect 
within our Diocese and in almost every /parisham^i^rion of the 
Diocese, including my own oafish church Several of 

excitable. 






March 10/1964 




I have received your letter of March 5th and 
can understand the concern prompting your communication. 



With respect to-your inquiries, the FBI being 
an investigative agency of theTederal Government neitter 
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to G*® ctarow 

issszz 

ra ® mbs-*- 

the National Council of Churches. 



Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of 
interest to you. 



Sincerely yours. 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

4-1 -61 LEB Introduction 
4-17-62 Internal Security 
Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism • 







NOTE: Cprresnpndent is not identi fi a b le in Bufiles. 
DTP:Jba /<?r 






w 

BOOM l— 1 TELETYTC OHrrL-J 



6y*-\ 





March L ., 1964 



Mr. J. Edgrr Hoover 
Director, F.B.I. 
Washington, D* C* 

Dear Mr* Hoover,' 



W f 



I an a member of a local Methodist Church that finds itself, e.long 
with its* nlster cbux*cher in this area, Jn the midst of a well 
orsa»lz«d "rmear” campaign. It Is concerned with accusations toward 
the ^ationnl Co uncil of Churche s - of which the Methodist Church is 
a member^ 

The National Council of Churches is accused of being Conmunintlc, that 
members of its* policy-making hoards and heads of the organisation 
either belong to Communist groups, or ore members of the Communist 
Party itse?.f. There are many documents, photostats of checks, court 
records, ani o*>er such ’’records", that arc shown with the literature 
being distributed* 

Alonr with this type of accusation goes the charge of aiding in racial 
‘violence, and furthering integration. • While wc may or may not agree 
with the stand the National Council of Churches ha a taken on race, we 
feel It is unjust to allow an. crg**niroti on made up of 34 different 
denominations* t^ be called Communistic. If there be any truth in 
th»ro charges, then. It la only right that these of un Interested in 
Justice and fair flay, be informed* 

Wc find that or a result n f these charges our members are wi th^rawlng 
their uresoncc and support. Not Ju3t for the He the. 1 Let Church are we 
concerned and fearful, but wc fear for nil the Christian churches In 
-our land who will be silenced and unjustly condemned. 

We have been told that an independent group known cc the "Circuit 
P.idtro" have printed some of the material dirtributed. I would also 
15 be to know the background of Carl McIntyre, woo is one of a group 
dedicated to de-troy inr the Methodist Church by hie unrelenting charges 
that the Methodist Church, and the authors of their literature, are 
Cominuni etc, or arc Communis tic ally inspired* 

I would sr^recirte yorr prompt reoly* It scene to rc? that groups / ^ 

causing d* arms! on and r! f ts in the churches In mir land arc wrrkiir.f • 
with the C'yajunlpt reheme of things themselvoo. I am heartsick ovAt ■' 
tho havoe. these groups crc causing* 

Yours sinecrrl 
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I hare received your letter of March 4th, end I want 
to thank you for your generous remarks concerning this Bureau. It 
is hoped that our future endeavors will continue to merit your support 
and approval. ‘ ^ 



With respect to your inquiry about the National Council 
of Churches, the FBI being an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the ' 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or individual. ' r 
Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am not in a position to comment 
along the lines you have suggested. You may be sure, however, that 
Bureau has not investigated this group. 

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be of interest. 



vV. 



MAR 1U 1964 

smtm 



Sincerely yours. 
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~ Let’s Fight Communism Sanely I 
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— NOTE; Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles. 
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Fedor* 1 Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemens 



The purpose of this inquiry is to find out if there is currently any 
communistic activity within the Hatioml Council of Churches of Christ 
of America. If so, how much effect .does it have on the authority of 
the Council's work. 



if 

Vote 



included in the lay leadership of a Methodist Church here in 
and quite naturally it is our Job to lift Christ before men, ^5 
of anything ooenunistiol 

& 




If the national Counci l of Ch urches is adversely involved we aost look for 
methods to correct this Immediately and what can be acre effective than 
effort on the local church level? 



thanks to the Bureau for its patriotic vigilance and determination. 



Tours very truly. 
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March 4, 1964 



Mr. J . Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

0 X am interested in some information concerning a hook Edgar C. 
Bundy entitledpfcollectivism in the Churches. * ~~ 



I really dislike having to bother you with such a trivial mattery 
but this does have degrees of vit$l importance in my work in the 
ministry. I wish you would give ' me any Information you have as to the 
validity of the foments made in this book concerning Co mmun is m infil- 
trating into the^ National Council of Churches and other areas of church 
life in the Christian religion in America. 1 would like to know if you 
have any character references of the author, Mr. Bundy. 

I am interested to gain 4iis information for my cam personal use, 
as you are well aware of the problems that are developing in the churches 
in America. As one minister within the midst of many, I am sincerely 
interested in being able to evaluate what is happening in our day in the 
trends of church life. 

I would certainly appreciate all the attention that you can give 
this matter. 



With kind regards. 






Sincerely yours 



P.S. If you have any. recent information or articles related to whether 
Communism has or has not Infiltrated much into our churches, or church 
related organisations, I would certainly be grateful far this additional 
information. Av/ - 
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142C -V sales? 
coll.— a, sojra caiolik/. 



_ iv.rlin calls- ii- to ad vie 

.wcr ais .ccion in South Carolina, . 

_il be hcl . s.o:-e seminars on con^an-s- 
:j 2 j been concerned about the dangers oi' c 
r.r.t tills i» one reason why he and other He 
.. an : * -{\v interest in eeuca tine- the 
' <r from coniaun 



1 - ..e . by Bishop Hard— if X could give two or t.vvo 

*Hs at t: : sc .rs which he is organizing. Ar the Bureau ..sows, 

iec*. th. -. " cc^Iit not be lecturing :ny more than i? ahsolutel; 
is.. v # i. : evo or three times a y-~. Xn view © tils, X.top t 
* liberty oi explaining to Bishop kl.rCiu it would b*vg 
t Z cov'i • * asizv to accent any end inyii 



^Tthe .lethodistc, Presort- ri 
fa Kati. -ml Council of Churches, ;» 
er const— t bombardment and ail hi* l.ethodist clergymen are cc-used 
being cc. unists. He said he would like to have m clear ^pp this 
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?.£*or&ndusi for Lr, Belmont 
I'-i: BISHOP P..VL rilRDIK, JR. 






natter and also explain that th« Rational Council is not n eon- 
run^t front. I explained to Bishop Hardin that ve do not evaluate 
^^A5rXJ?S rsoas organizations and that lnregard* to the national 

va hfiPA i*— -- -» — - - — 



Council we have never investigated the Council. Ee wondered about the 
'•front" acc .cation. X told hie thd Katiojaal^Cquncil of Churches h ae 
arc been designated under Executive "Order 10430 P which cont ains a list 
*- errenizauions declared subversive by the ..ttorney General. 

1 pointed cvc we haa cot investigated the Rational Council of Churches.' 
*•* -Oliod "z.. ct this is understandable for certainly there could he n«* 
rerwOn to c. »hat. Bishop Ilardln referred to my lecture at Lite 
.I ».lusi& a:*d L«entloned that at that tine I 'had said in regard tc a 
CUiticu th. t the overwhelming majority of the clergymen in this country 
rero loyal to our Ration and Z told him that was right, Z did say so 
a..i. Z also r d teat the churches had been a communist target for many 
yisrs and vouiu rernin so and there had been acme infiltration down 
through the .r >ars. but the o verwhelming fealoritv of c lergymen were anti- 
jomunist, 







Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
BE: BISHOP PAUL HARDIN, JR. 



BSCOSSnSKDA? :ON : 

T. at I be authorized to call Bishop Paul Hardin and tell 
> the mat ter has been considered very thoroughly hut because of 
xhe extreme .y heavy burden placed on the Bureau it is not possible 
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I have received your letter of February 21st and .want 
to thank you for your kind remarks about my administration of the FBI. It 
Ls hoped that our future endeavors will continue to merit your support and 
approval. 



With respect to your inquiries, I have been misquoted If I have 
been Identified as being either In support of or against the statements you 
mentioned. The FBI being an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or 
Integrity of any organization, publication or indiviuual. In addition, Informa- 
tion contained In our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available lor official use 
only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am not In a position to 
comment along the lines reported in the material referred to by you. You 
may be assured, however, that this Bureau has not Investigated the National 
Council of Churches. 

As you may know, UNESCO and UNICEF are affiliated with 
the United Nations. For this reason, I am taking the liberty of forwarding 
a copy of your letter to The Honorable, The Secretary of State, Washington, 
D. C. , for any information he may be able to furnish you. 




Tte Enclosures (5) 



I am enclosing some material which I hope will be of interest 



Sincerely yours, 

l&mr Hoover 

(See NOTE and ENCLOSURES next page) 
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NOTE: Correspondent to not identifiable in Bufiles. The copy of 
correspondent's letter'sentf by form this date to State Department 

4/1/61 FBI LEB: Intro 

’Taith in God — Our Answer To Communism" 

"Faith In Freedom" 12/4/63 
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 







E^£r Kr Hoover: 

•Several members from various denominations of prottstent churches In 
the La Jolla area, have become Increasingly concerned about a trend we 
think Is developing; emphasizing legislative programs and the over- empha- 
sizing of the National Counci l of Churches* 

Because of this concern, we have formed a study group, primarily to 
Investigate the Influence; If any;of the N.C.C. on our churches; In regard 
to legislative matters, and as to It’s stand on communism* 

I would like to stress that we are not extreme In our views; we. have 




no feelings of racism; nor do we necessarily agree with the views of Billy 
Hargl6 or Carl Kac Entire. Our group Is made up of doctors, lawyers, house- 
wives, business men, but most of all Christians. 

We are diligently seeking all points of view on the subject, so that 
we can constructively learn the facts. 

In seeking one point of view, I attended a church meeting of Lutherans; 
to hear their minister discuss ^"Christians, Communists, and the N.C.C." 

The minister made the following statements, not only in his name, but in 
the name of the Lutheran Church of America. I quote from printed material 
he distributed. 



"Americans who know what communists, believe and how they conduct them- 
selves and who have real knowledge of the organizations, and ^e^ons listed 
below will agree with the following statements: 

There are no communists or communist sympathizers. In the leadership 
of the N # C • C • 

There are no communist s or sympathizers In responsible position in 

- ^ 

any denomination having membership in the N.C.C. 

There are no communists or e^gjugpt sympathizers bn the .boax^of 
« "ii Liberties Uplon. (A resolution^ adopte^in 19 ^ 0 $ bars 

r ' ' 1 9 9 1 ' k *** _ 



< 



n.hhrr-:- 1 \ 

f r ^ ••• . I i y f ' ' '• 





edpport era of comf list or other total It ariarpY ct rtnes from serving.) 

There are no fl^iunlsts or communist oymnB^hlzerc In the leadership 
of -the N.A.A.C.P. 

There are has never been a communist or a communist sympathizer 
In the Presidency or on the Supreme Court. 

UNESCO Is not "communist or communistic". ~ 

UNICEF Is not "communist or communistic". " 

%fe will certainly agree about the Presidency, and the Supreme Ct. 
But we do question some of these other organizations, not so much from 
the leadership point of view, but rather from the communist sympathizer 



point of view. 

The reason for writing to you about this Is that he you were listed 
as one of the Americans who agrees with these statements. 

Realizing you cannot often Knswer these types of problems. If these 
-statements are In part un-true could you recommend where we might find 
further factual material regarding this subject. If on the other hand 
you agree completely with th^: e statements, would you let us know this? 

/ We appreciate all you have done and are doing for our Country. 



Sincerely, 



March 6; 1064 
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Dear 



I have received your letter of March 2nd and can 
understand the concern prompting your communication. 

With respect to your inquiries, the FBI being 
an investigative agency of theTederai .Government neither makes 
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity 
of any organization, publication or individual. Therefore, this 
Bureau has not made a statement either in support of or against 
the National Council of Churches. I have, however, assured 
individuals that the FBI h^s not investigated this group. 

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be 
of interest to you. 



MAR 8 - 1954 

CQMM-FB 
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Sincerely yours, 

Ed&r Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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March 2,^P$li 



Jir. J* Bdgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

VasMxvtton, D.C. 

• i 

13r dear llr* Hoover: 

This area is being badly divided over the part that the 
Bureau of Investigation lias taken in the controversy as to 
the Conunistic influence in the' National Council Qf the ■ 
the Churches of Christ in America and only you can settle 
it so far as I can see. 

First: The statement has boon widely published that the 
Bureau of Investigation did investigate the Natioanl Council 
of Churches and exonerated it and its members .of any Cooauiv- 
istic leanings or influence* ' ' 

Second: the above statement is being countered by those uho 
claim to have seen an official statement by you that no such 
investigation was ever made* 

Vrbuld you please be good ^Bnough to tell me which of the 
above is correct? And if any investigation or report was mado 
by you or the Bureau I would much appreciate a copy, or refer- 
ence to rliere a copy might be consulted* 

i 

I am very truly yours. 





March 3, -1364 






-.v?- 







In response to your inquiry regarding the National 
Council of Churches, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the federal Government and, as such, does not make evalua t i on s 
nor draw conclusions as to the Sharactei* or integrity of any organ- 
. ization, publication or individual. The FBI has not investigated the 
group you named, and I am unable to comment regarding it. 



With reference to "The Dan Smoot Report' you 
forwarded, you may be interested in knowing that Mr. Smoot was 
employed in the FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, u nt i l 
June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned for personal reasons. 
Since his writings at the present time are personal ventures of his 
own, it is not possible for me to comment concerning them. Tour 
enclosure is being returned. 



Sincerely yours, 



£■ 




</'■ 



A 







f/ 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






/Enclosure . . , 

NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable in Bufiles. He enclosed a copy of 
the January 13, 1964, issue of "The Dan Smoot Report* which is an attack 




on th ?Nation al_Co_uncll of Churches. tt is to be noted that in this issue, Smoot t 
do es not, as previously, refer" tiThimself as a former Ad min i strat ive 
Assistant to Mr. Hoover hut his wording has been changed to "two years on 
FBI Headquarters staff. in Washington. " 
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Dear Mr. Hoover 



Enclosed is a report on the N. C. C. , Could you please tell me if 
there is any truth to this. 

If there is, what can you advice us to do about it. 

Thank You 

Yours in Christ 




P. S. I am a member of the (HHIBChurch of America. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

In , speech at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on January 6. 1964, Senator Barry GoWwa^. “T'"* 
that a ’’mind fed by communism” produced the assassination of President Kennedy, declared. 

To anyone who blames America for the tragedy which struck is * SLTlAitoiS!! 
people and purposely misread our politics. It was not a mind nurtured by American philosophy 

that turned to violence . . • . 

"Mark this well — the day we permit anyone to equate protest with hate, we will set the 

stage for ©ne*party tyranny and the end of open debate. To ■"T®"? Mvernment."' 

position breed* hatred. I say you lie -that yap pervert the very basis of our government. 

America urgently needs leadership which ^presses such wholesome^ national pride a nd sud. , 
simple, forthright accuracy in evaluating momentous events. Compare the ~id> 

marks-— in a fund-raising political speech - with that found in the * : 

’’religious” leaders just a month before, when the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
the U.S.A. met in its Sixth General Assembly at Philadelphia, December 1 to 7, 1963. 

Much of the speech-making at the Assembly was devoted to commentary on die aaassination . 
of President Kennedy. J. Irwin Miller, retiring President of the National Council, said. 

-And now in this last shocking week, like bird, of ilhomoi. all our f««. «£«ne«cd 
•bates, our selfishness which we have tried to rename Liberty -they have all come home m one 
dreadful act, and have forced us to our knees in shame .... 

In a formal ’’Message To The Churches." the Sixth General Assembly of the National Council 
"of Churches said: . 

-With the loss of our President we .... see ... the disclosure of nmunting h«r«* in she Ki 
nation which threaten our very structure as a democracy .... In.**??*? *»7» ^ 

on the incredible horror of hate in our nation the full extent of which remains unknown .... 

Surely we are under the judgment of God.' ,,,, 

THE DAN SMOOT REPORT, a magazine publislwd T.y* j? T. ^ 
r O. Box tiM , .UtowJ Baiixn. WUfc T— 



address P. O. Box V5JH, Lakewood station, mum*, r — - * : 

6441 Gaston Avenue). Subscription mtm: $10A0 a year, S mSSc SHeTl 

dan mail $12.50 a year, by airmail (indudme APO and FPO) $14.50 aj pt. hqutots m spa nae 

foe 254; 6 fbr$L00; 50 toe $5.50; 100 for $10.00—-“* *“ hrfk -wiliaa so ooe imano Add 
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The Reverend Dr. Franks Jj^-ittell (official 
of the National Council who^BT a communist- 
front record) alleged that ciSRsm of the Na- 
tional Council comes from "America’s spiritual 
underworld" and compared it with "attacks” 
whidt can be found in communist newspapers 
and in the "captive press under the Nazis.”' 41 

The "racial question" in the United States 
was die principal topic of discussion and action 
at the National Council’s Sixth General Assem- 
bly. The Assembly endorsed all provisions of the 
proposed Civil Rights Act of 1963, including 
specifically the controversial "public accommoda- 
tions” section. It demanded that Congress take 
every step necessary" to pass the Bill. It urged all 
Christians to write, call, or telegraph their rep- 
resentatives; and it sent busloads of Assembly 
delegates to call on U. S. Representatives in 
Washington and demand speedy vote on the 
measure.'* 1 ? 

The National Council of Churches represents 
church organizations whose total lay membership 
is estimated at 40 million. The implication is that 
40 million American Christians approve of lob- 
bying, on the part of their churches, for thy Gvil 
Rights Bill.*** The implication is false. The Na- 
tional Council of Churches utilizes the prestige of 
40 million American Christians and of their 
churches, but does not express their will. It ex- 
presses the will of officials who control the 
National Council. Indeed, many activities of the 
Council are objectionable, if not repulsive, to the 
millions of Americans whose chufch donations 
help support the Council. 



The Council Created Itself 



The Federal Council of Churches was organ- 
ised in 1908. By the middle thirties, it was so 
heavily infiltrated with communists that the Office 
/ of Naval Intelligence branded it a subversive 
group.*” 

By 1950, pro-communist extremism in the 
Council was so apparent that the organization 



was losing p^Wupport. A change of name— 
but not of pof leadership — was effected. In 
November, *e Federal Council merged 

with 7 other church organizations'" and formed 
the National Council of Churches. The old Fed- 
eral Council leaders became the leaders of the 
National Council. The Federal Council Bulletin 
for December, 1950, officially announced that 
•’AH the work of the Federal Council will con- 
tinue under the new auspices."'” 

This "constituting convention" was held in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Delegates of 28 church denom- 
inations took their whole church families into the 
National Council. Thus, denominational church- 
es with a total membership of something like 28 
million people became members of the National 
Council of Churches by the arbitrary action of a 
few score delegates at the Geveland convention. 
The question was never submitted to individual 
church congregations for approval or ratification. 
Today, the National Council represents the hier- 
archy of 33 cooperating Proterta n t and Eastern 
Orthodox denominations'” whose total lay mem- 
bership is estimated at 40 million. 



The Repulsive 



In 1957, ti»e department of racial and cultural 
relations of the National Council of Churches 
published a 40-page pamphlet entitled "The Ne- 
gro American — A Reading List." It was a recom- 
mended reading list of 240 books for church 
people — both children and adults. 

On April 20, 1960, United States Representa- 
tive Donald L. Jackson (Republican, California) 
discussed the National Council s reading list in 
a speech to the House. Some books on the list 
contain passages so filthy that Mr. Jackson, in def- 
erence to good taste, ref used «o put sample Pl- 
ages into the Congressional Record. Hetoldofa 
California housewife who, trying 
adults, quoted passages from some ofthe oooxs, 

but wuNold byPoil 

was too obsceoe to «n*iL Mr. J ackson M 

ever, discuss a few of the authors: 
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(1) One of Victor Perlo’s ®" the N f* 

tional Council*, reading list. TW^oo^ wa. pub. 
liahed in 1955 by International Publwher* f " l *l 
communist book-publishing firm m the United 
States. Victor Perlo. a communist, was at one 
time head of a Soviet espionage group inside the 
U. S. Government."*’ 

C2> One of Herbert AptheVer’s books is on 
the National Council’s list of recommended books 
fmS««h people. Aptheker is one of the chief 
theoreticians©! the communist party in the 
United States."*! 

XS) The late W. E. B. Du Bois 
wears the leading negro communist in the : United 
States, a hero of international ^ 

wears before his death. Du Bois told an audi- 

ence 7 of Chinese communists. in ^‘^iM “B^- 
Unitcd States is an enemy of Africa, “Y 1 "* 
ware. Africa. America barga.ns for your souL 
He urged Africans to “arise and join the Soviet 
bloc. Commenting upon the trial of J? ,,u ‘ *" 
Ethel Rosenberg (Soviet spies), Du Bois said of 
the American people: •*’’ 

•We are the murderers hurling mud. We are 
the witdihunters drinking blood.”"*’ 

In a poem praising communist China, Du Bois 
wrote these lines: 

“Down then, religion and church . . J nnzy 
myth and miracle, creed and dogma. Re J®£J 
honesty, God lives again! But not Y°™ God. 
Europe and America! Not that, 

Christ to kill, no faith to fan. What China 
worships is a man. A workingman. 

One of W. E. B. Du BobT booV, U on »h ; N»- 
tional Council of Churches list of *b«t book ‘ 
to recommend for children. 

«> Shirley Graham, wife of the late W. E. B. 
Du Bois. was also a leading American communist. 
The National Council of Churches reading list 
recommends six of her books."" 

(5) Gene Weltfish. who has an extensive com- 
munist front record, was dismissed from Colum- 
bia University in 1955 after she had accused die 
United States of waging germ warfare m Koma- 
The late Ruth Benedict also had an extensive 
communist record. A book by Weltfish and Ben* 
diet is on die National Council of Churches 
recommended ending lit"*' 

(6) Gunnar Myrdal is a Swedish mcialist. His 
ren is an official of the communist party m 
Sweden* Mjrrdal’s book. An American 



criticizes theVAd States Coimituu^m im. 
practical and j*i.rf lor »•£«" cond'*'^; 
lt accuse, thJWounding Father, ot intrigue 
which made the “Constitutional Convention . . . 
nearly a plot against the common people. An 
America* Dilemma b ^the N.twn.l Council 
of Churches’ recommended reading list for Amer- 
kan church people."" 

(7) E. Franklin Frazier, a writer for commu- 
nist publications who has been assocutrf with 
dozens of communist fronts, has two books *? 
the National Council of Churf« 

One of the two books-TAe Negro In iheunuea 
Stales— has been favorably reviewed mi it tost 
two communUt party newspapers, the Dotty 
Worker and the People’s World. 

(8) Alan Lomax has been 

or more communist fronts and has been active 
as an entertainer at communist meetings. A poox 
by Alan and John Lomax is on the National 
Council of Churches* reading list."" 



(9) Benjamin A. Botkin, who has been 
ated with 15 communist fronts, has one book on 
the National Council’s reading list. 

(10) Langston Hughes, for years a leading 
communist,'"’ who wrote to blasphemous poem 
“Goodbye Christ," has 9 books on the National 
Council’s reading list."*’ 

W illiam Graham Cole wrote a pamphlet en- 
titled Celled To Responsible Freedosn: The 
Meaning of Sex In Tte Omstun L^Thc Of- 
fice of Publication «nd Dbmbution 
tional Council of Chu K ho (475 ^d« Ott«. 
New York 27, New Yolk) P>*'“ h ?J 
phlet in 1961 for The United Chruton Youth 

Movement. 

There are word, in *b National Council 
of Churches pamphlet which I will not, in re- 
meet to the good tarfeof my readen, repeat in my 
Report; but 1 have eatracted enoughto t cvml < n°« 
only a preoccupation with erode* to a falnfa* 
don of the meaning of S cciptures lV pam[*l« 

b written a, . dialoguebetwcen 
a teenager, in a Ryle and language whKh ffieau 
thor, apparendf. oomidea witabU for American 

youth. . 

Here is some of the author’s counsel to the im- 

t 
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aginary teenager about sex^? 'freedom and the 
Word of God: - W 

tsVa 



•We are asking you to tsiPa look at what 
ihc Bible has to say about this whole problem 
.... You may be surprised to discover how much 
^ this dusty old book makes. For instance, I 
am sure you think the Bible takes a dim view of 
wx in general - all that jazz about Thou shall 
not* and anybody who even thinks about sea u 
already guilty. The fact is, however, that the 
Bible as a whole is not only strongly in favor of 
sex, but also surprisingly frank about it ... . 
There is no suggestion anywhere that anyone 
should be celibate .... 

-Jesus had his greatest difficulty with agroup 
•f characters known as Pharisees .... If they 
were around today (and some of them are!), they 
would have your relationships with the opposite 
sex regulated totally. Holding hands in the back 
seat of a theatre would be permitted as would a 
chaste good night kiss at the door, providing only 
•he lips met without further bodily contact. You 
could neck in a parked car for six minutes and 
thirty seconds, but no longer, and there wou J® 
be carefully detailed rules about what you could 
and could not do ... • 

“Well, both Jesus and the Apostle Paul were 
seeking to set men free from this sort of legalistic 
bondage .... 

•You’re being pulled in two directions foday. 
One group says to you, *Be free!’ No rules, no 
holds barred, anything goes. On the other side, 
you are told, ‘Be responsible!’ Live according 
to the rules of society, the dictates of your par- 
ents, and the faith of your church. Now the 
Christian life’ occupies a jioint in no-mans land 
between these two opposing camps. It says a 
yes and a no to both sides. For the Christian there 
arc no laws, no rules, no regulations . . . . But 
•his does not mean that the Christian is irre- 
sponsible. selfish, and capricious. « e must al- 
ways be concerned about the effect of his actions 
mi those around him .... 

-Do you think there are definite rules govern- 
ing your behaviour on a date? If so, then you 
can stop right here. You have no problem. You 
know aril the answers .... But if you are just 
a little bit unsure . . . then we can continue our 
discussion .... 

The trouble with most of society’s codes of 
sexual morality is that they are almost «itirely 
concerned with the group, fitting about the 
ocods and the problems of the individual .... 
•Officially. Western civilization has for some 



time now l(/~>ed all sexual activity . • • before 
marriage anoygBreed that monogamous fidelity 
until death dflT be the standard governing all 
men. It has Wed to block irresponsible sexual 
activity by building up walls of guilt and shame 
and anxiety about the whole business, seeking 
to frighten the young into conformity with the 
rules. The net effect has been to make people 
feel that sex is 'dirty,* unclean, shameful —some- 
thing nice people never discuss and seldom do 
except in strictest privacyand then primarily for 
purposes of parenthood. 

w It is against this shadow of silence and shame 
that many a modern has revolted . . .‘.This re- 
volt is, of course, correct. Sex is a God-given fact 
of nature .... 

“Our culture declares that all sexual activity 
within marriage is legal, proper,. and good, 
while any such activity outside marriage is illicit, 
sinful, and wrong. This is to ignore the personal 
dimension of life .... You and I know perfectly 
well that there are many marriages that are 
simply matters of convenience, that such sex as 
goes on within in them is selfish, exploitative, 
and, evil. We know further that there b sexual 
contact between unmarried couples that b moti- 
vated by love and which b pure and on occasions 
beautiful .... 

“The real essence of immorality, from die 
biblical standpoint, b for one hum an be ing to 
treat another as a thing and not as a person .... 

“The crucial question to be asked about any 
sexual contact — from holding hands to complete 
intercourse — b not so much what b done as what 
b meant. A relatively mild necking session can 
mean a crude and selfish abuse of a person as a 
mere object while a more intense - type of pett ing 
can mean that two human beings are expressing 
a genuine and deep love for each other. T his is 
why the attempt to set up elaborate rules govern- 
ing dating behaviour b so sOlv. Is it all right to 
bold hands but wrong to pet? Society seems to 
sav so, but then society has only its external con- 
cern. It cares litde or nothing forany motiva- 
tion. only for results But as Christians we 

are very much concer n ed with inner motiva- 
tion.... 

“In the personal, individual sense, then, what 
iustifies and sanctifies sexuality b not the ex- 
ternal marital status of the 
but rather what theyfed toward rod ••Jg.*" 
their hearts. Measured in sudi a [ J&r**f*** 
hands can be very wrong indeed while ultimate 
sex-play can be right and good. . . 




*' “Christian freedom . .( 'n^t-es inner trans- 
formation, a fiee acceptance ^^hc law of love 
.... When you live by tA law. there is no 
bondage and no struggle butwPbntanrous self-ful- 
fillment .... You are not bound by detailed rules 
of behaviour, telling you it is 'all right* to go so 
far in expressing affection for a member of the 
opposite sex and all wrong to go farther. No one 
outside yourself can tell you that — not really. 
That is a decision you must make for yourself 
in each concrete situation. With one person it 
may be wrong to do anything at all because it 
would be false and cheap, while with another 
you may find yourself entering into a gradually 
deepening intimacy in which you discover your- 
self .... 

“You have got to make up your own mind, in 
the best light of your own conscience, what your 
own standards of conduct are going to be, and 
then do your best to live up to them. No one else 
can tell you. And face it, you may be wrong .... 

“The Christian faith is based on forgiveness, so 
this is not our real problem .... the Epistle to 
the Hebrews would have us continue to run^he 
race, looking to Jesus the author and perfector 
of our faith, rather than look back in remorse 
over the times that we stumble ....** 



The Objectionable / 

• T here is probably no activity of the National 
Council of Churches more objectionable to most 
Americans than the Council s debunking of 
American patriotism and its relentless propaganda 
for a one-world socialist super-state which would 
eliminate not only the independence of our Re- 
public but our identity as a nation. 

Years before the Council adopted its present 
name, it was clearly on record as an advocate of 
reducing America to the status of a province in a 
socialist one-world. 

On March 16, 1942, Time magazine reported 
the highlights of a report adopted by 375 dele- 
gates of the Federal Council of Churches attend- 
ing a National Study Conference held that month 
at Ohio Wesleyan University. The report, sub- 
mitted by ttie Commission to Study the Bases of 
a Just and Durable Peace, called for: 



“Ultim (f \ ^ world government of delegated 
powers.* Om|v abandonment, of. U. S. isola- 
tionism. Simu immediate limitations on na- 
tional soveiKtty. International control of all 
armies k navies. A universal system of money 
.... Worldwide freedom of immigration. Pro- 
gressive elimination of all tariff and quota re- 
strictions on world trade .... A 'democratically 
controlled* international Jiank *to make develop- 
ment capital available In all parts of the world 
without the predatory- and imperialistic after- 
math so characteristic of large-scale private and 
governmental loans.*** 

The conference concluded: 

“Many duties now performed by local and 
national governments 'can now be effectively 
carried out only by international authority.* In- 
dividual nations . . . must give up their armed 
forces 'except for preservation of domestic order* 
and allow the world to be policed by an inter- 
national army fc navy .... 

“The ultimate goal: *a duly constituted world 
government of delegated powers: an international 
legislative body, an international court. with ade- 
quate jurisdiction, international administrative 
bodies with necessary powers, and adequate in- 
ternational police forces and provision for en- 
forcing its worldwide economic authority.* “ 

T hree years later — 1945 — the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches was one of 42 national non-gov- 
ernmental organizations invited to send delegates 
to the international conference, at San Francisco, 
which founded the United Nations. 4 '" Support 
for the United Nations, and for efforts to 
“strengthen” and expand U N functions, has 
been a major policy goal of the National Council 
of Churches since the Council was formed. 41 *’ The 
UN represents a step toward a one-world socialist 
super-state, which is a primary goal of the Cou n 
cil (just as it is the primary goal of the interna 
tional communist conspiracy). 

The United Nations is a godless organization 
in which no Christian would ever be permittee 
to testify officially to the saving grace tfjesu-* 
Christ; in which no Jew would be permitted tc 
expound the principles of his own religious faith 
The gove rn mental principles expressed in the 
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United Nations Charter are Agu and sharply 
inimical, to the governmental pnSwes expressed 
in the American Constitution anaoill of Rights. 
Yet, large numbers of American Christians and 
Jews — and Americans of other faiths or of no 
faith — believe that die UN is a noble organiza- 
tion deserving praise and militant support Re- 
sponsibility for this wide-spread ignorance can be 
attributed in large measure to propaganda of the 
National Council of Churches (together with that 
of other "religious" organizations, Jewish and 
Catholic, which cooperate with the Council's 
political ecumenism). 

National Council officials realize that mass sup- 
port for world government can never be created 
in the United States until Americans abandon 
their motional pride. Hence, debunking patrio- 
tism— subtly inculcating the notion that love of 
one’s own country is somehow evil — is an insist- 
ent refrain in the National Council's pronounce-^ 
ments. This fact can be seen in speeches of Coun- - 
cil officials at the December, 1963, meeting of the 
Sixth General Assembly. America is a land of 
bate, violence, and bigotry, whose people have 
shown insufficient concern for the rest of the 
world: this is a theme which can be found in 
major speeches to the Sixth General Assembly of 
the National Council of Churches. 

Ohristians generally feel that their faith lays 
upon them a responsibility to share their material 
blessings — to give aid to others in need; but giv- 
ing is an individual responsibility, which must be 
discharged voluntarily.* The decision to give 
(when, how much, and to whom) must be made 
by the individual, prayerfully and in response 
to his own conscience. When the federal gov- 
ernment confiscates the earnings of people for 
***giving" to someone else (at home or abroad ) 
it not only violates die Constitution, but also robs 
individuals of the means of giving; in response to 



All of this should be obvious; but the Nation- 
al Council of Churches distorts the obvious. The 
Council supports every totalitarian welfare-state 
and foreign aid program, with the spurious argu- 



ment that "wejg/a nation have a Christian re- 
sponsibility to n^Rothers less opulent Some of 
the Council's m Sf ludicrous misrepresentations 
of Scriptures are in its arguments for foreign aid. 
Note this passage from “The Message To The 
Churches" adopted by the Sixth General Assem- 
bly of the National Council: . 

“As churches, we must actively support die 
United Nations and adequate aid for developing 
nations .... bearing in mind our Christian in- 
junction to feed our enemies as well as our 
friends and neighbors.” 

Robbing Americans of the fruits of labor for 
aid to godless dictators abroad is a Christian com- 
mandment? 

What To Do 

The National Council of Churches is a pow- 
erful political and legislative lobby for socialism, 
hiding behind the facade of a Christian name. As 
a "religious’' organization, it enjoys tax-exemp- 
tion, which means, among other things, that con- * 
tributions to the Council ate tax deductible. 

On page 7 of Instructions for Preparing Your 
Federal Income Tax Return Form 1040 for 1963, 
the Internal Revenue Service says that gifts to a 
religious or any other organization are not deduct- 
ible for federal income tax purposes if the organ- 
ization "conducts propaganda or otherwise at- 
tempts to influence legislation." Was the Nation- 
al Council not attempting to influence legislation 
in sending busloads of people to Washington to 
lobby for the Civil Rights Bill, and in urging all 
church people to lobby for it? If the Internal ~Rev- 
enue Service would apply, to the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, this rule which it enforces upon 
tax-paying citizens and other organizations, the 
National Council of Churches would die from 
want of revenue. The orga niz a ti on is not legally 
entitled to its tax-exempt s tatus. 

The people, through Congress, could compel 
the IRS to require National Council compliance 
with the Revenue Code; but it is unlikely that this 
will ever be done. 
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a Resolution 



Sixth General 



Assembly, the National Abncil of Churches 
urged all churches (in d® corporate invest- 
ments as well as in their purchasing and contract- 
ing) to institute an economic boycott against all 
business firms whose employment practices are 
not pleasing to officials of the National Gouncil. ,,M 

Church members could use this same weapon 
of economic boycott. If your church supports die 
National Council, a portion of everything you 
give to your church goes to die Council. If all 
Church members who do not agree with policies 
of the National Council of Churches stopped 
their church giving until their churches with- 
drew from the Council, the National Council of 
Churches would probably die very soon, from 
lack of support. This can be done. In a small way, 
it has already been started. 

You who want to help should make maximum 
effort to get copies of this Report, and similar 
material, into the hands of church people through- 
out the United States. 
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9) Church of the Brethren 
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WHO IS DAN SMOOT? 

Born in Missouri, reared in Texas, Dan Smoot went to SMU in Dallas. getting BA and MA degrees io 193» nod 
I960. In 1941, he joined the faculty at Harvard a* a Teaching Fellow in English, doing graduate work for a doctorate 
in American Civilisation. 

In 1942. he left Harvard and joined the FBI. As an FBI Agent, he worked for dime and a half yean on communist 
investigations in the industrial Midwest; two yean on FBI headquarten staff in Washington; and almost four yean 
«n general FBI cases in various parts of the nation. 

In 1951. Smoot resigned from the FBI and helped start Fans Forum. On Fans Forum radio and mlevisioo pro- 
grams, Smoot spoke to a national audience, giving both sides of controwenial asues. 

In Inly, 1955, he resigned and started his present inde p endent publfc&iag and broad c as tin g b usines s - >1”; 
enterprise operation financed entirely by profits from mica: rales of The Dorn Smoot. Report , a wo tkjf 
and sales of a weekly news«nalysis broadcast, to business firms, for me oo radio and television es an ad vert umg «• 

bide. The Report and the broadcast give only one side inpresenring documented truth about im p ortan tis mus ^ 

aide uses the American Constitution as a yardstick. The Report is available bp mbacripdon; and w broadcast^ 
am available for co mm e r c ia l spo n so r s hip , anywhere in the United St at es. 

If you think Dan Smoot is providing effective tools for Americans fighting raci alism and communism, you an 
help immensely — fay helping him get mom cu s tomer s for his Report oad broadcasts. 
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if TA# Dm Smoot Report was instrumental io bringing you to*j* others to 



5M vttrn n ••***■** 

If TAe Dms 5moo/ Report was instrumental ]JJ 3^||« to^oul d S^^ , «* ed ^bf” *° 

saving the country from mushrooming *9 2rIUl«tetwof <£e Report? Hnaeyou showo • 
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February 28, 1964 
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Dear! 



Your letter of February 22nd has been received. 



With respect to your inquiries, the FBI being 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government neither 
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. Therefore, 
I trust you will understand why I am not in a position to comment 
along the lines you have suggested. You may be assured, however, 
fKa» m s Bureau has not investigated the National Council of 
Churches. / 

Mr. Dan Smoot was employed by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, 
until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned. His personal 
ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly his own and 
♦Kic Bureau Is to comment on these in any way whatsoever. 



Interest. 



,:Y 




Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of 



Sincerely yours, 

A Edgar Hoovtr 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures: 

Let* s Fight Coir. monism Sanely 
4-1-61 LEB Intro 
4-17-62 LEB Intro 

Faith in God- -Our Answer to Communism 




HOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 






Pear Sir: 

An y,i n £ orn - ation you can give me in regard to the t ol ' ovine - ^ 
wculd be greatly appreciated, 0 4X16 ■'% 

di8turbed t me. la8t **** * ° &n and hi# opinAon ® greatly 

Laat summer my sixteen ytnr old son won a trip to the U.N 

iJI-f 0 ??. 1111 ?? f p S n8erc ; the 0dd Fellows. **'e recieved at 

anti-L .h • cards that were unsigned and referred to h 
the U.h* aa the House that Hiss built .Printed by Life line. 

my hu8 ? a f d Aa a beacon in our church and the membera 
o f € Chur che s r ° US Cd ** 8 report against the Na tional Council 

The man whose literature and ideas are beinc advanced ia a 
JiP Pan Smoot of Pallas 9 Texas • 

In his reports he ident if ya^h unself with your organisation 
and uses you ss a character reference and to establish hi s 
love of country . 

Does this man Just like to be important and pause a atir? 

Ia he honest in his beliefs or.a Coins what he feela needs 
to be done to help the U.S.A.? 

Aa k® working against the U.S. and merely causing confusion 
and destroying what he can? 

help n me? kn ° W th * ““ ° r how t0 Jud£e what he ®*ye. Can you 

Sincerely. 



HOT HP.COEDSD 
191 MAR » 1964 
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I <„ef k. Attached is a letter dated February 25, 1964, which has • * 

i ^ u ? t been received from the captioned individual in which he make s 
I reference to a news release of January 30, 1964. to the Associated 
j Press by the Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations of the^General 

S°J e8t *5i E Piscopal Church in the USA. This 
Coami ssfon/statea that members of their study committee had met with 
& representative of the FBI and were not able to discover facts that 
support charges of communist penetration of the National Council of 

The Bureau's attention has heretofore been directed to this 
n fy s reloase as is reflected in ay memorandum dated January 31, 1964 
which answered the Director's question in this connection/ Attached* 

ihlch C «re°lniolv.d! , ° 0r “ <hl “ * hlCh «"cr«»s the circumstances 
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February 25,, 1964 



Airmail 



'«», W>U*m f. IrsdiMr 



•At ail p»iw— h» 

Vs. Pew! Cw li R ptr 
v. >nin Mlambn 



Honorable J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S, Department of Justice Building 
Washington D.C, 



a. MM. a. mii j Dear Mr. Hoovers 






K. lye* 



Esv. Victor L Scars, DA 
•*- Harry M. Stu mp e r 
V. la»«r J. |*M»* 



•to. H Ditto Wmt hip 






There have recently come into this headquarters a Tv 

deluge of letters from every corner of the United t©i 

States, many from members of the Protestant-Episcopal fjn 

Church, questionning a news release which was given «o\ 

out on January 30, 1964 to the Associated Press by & 

a group calling itself the Joint Commission on Ecumenical |\ 
Relations of the General ’Convention of the Protestant- P 
Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. ^ 

This commission' stated "the members of our study committee^ 
met with personnel of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,^ 
but were not able to discover any fact or record that fc 
4puld support such charges", meaning charges that the h 
^N ational Council oJL-Churches had been penetrated by § 

communist influence vf propaganda. H 

Perhaps you will recall that the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities conducted a full hearing for Secretary 
of the Air Force, Dudley Sharp on February 25, 1960 in 
relation to certain statements in the Reserve non-commission 
officers training manual on Internal Security. 

At that time it was stated by the Chief Counsel of the 
House Committee, Hr. Richard Arens,' that a check of committe 
sources and files showed that more than one hundred persons 
in leadership positions in -tJto^Tat ional Council of Churches 
had been associated wi^Qo&upist/ enterprises running into 
the thousands. . | /OO v y y . , 

When the Housy Committfefj^fiBy cha'itwan^S% f ?^the^iate 
Congressman Fp&ncis £• ™W8r, invited leaders of the Ration 
Oouncil of Churches 'to appe ar un der, oath before this same ^ 
committee, and deny the uugidl Ce e *s documentation, these ,V* 



iver 



Page Two - Hr^^J^pver 





You will also rVEall that during your teswPRony before the Sub- 
committee on Appropriations of the U*S* House of Representatives 
in 1961 you were asked the question by Congressman Elford Cederberg 
of Michigan why the National Council of Churches and its leaders were 

"so naive toward the threat posed by communism in this country, 

- 



This question was followed by a detailed answer by yourself,' 

** * 

Although you did not mention the National Council of Churches spe- 
cifically in your reply, the question was concerned, in the main, 
with the National Council of Churches* 



Over a period of years the Church League of America, its officers. 

Board of Directors, and the countless thousands of members and suo*>or: 
we have throughout the United States in every branch of the Christian 
faith, have whole-heartedly supported the Federal Bureau of Invest! ga* 
and its Director* We have defended it from the public platform, nver 
radio and television, and in debates with communists and corraunist 
sympathizers throughout our country* We have avoided hysterical, un- 
supported, and undocumented charges or statements. We have reproduce: 
the statements of the Director and his testimony before the various 
committees of the Congress, starting with his "Menace of Communism" 
given to the House Committee"on Un-American Activities on March 26, 

19M7 - J 

We have written resolutions in the Illinois Department of the America: 
Legion, in the Sons of the American Revolution and for other patriotic 
groups in this country supporting the F.B.I. 

Consistently, we have told all of our audiences, orally and in print, 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation does not furnish evaluations 
or comments on any organization or individual* We have cited your ow: 
letters to us, your statements to the Committees of the Congress, and 
your statements to the press in this regard. We have told them that 
the F*B*I* can only gather data, process it, and send reports to the 
Executive Agencies entitled to receive such information* 

. 

We cannot believe that the Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations o 
the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S./ 
would be given evaluations or comments on the National Council of 
Churches by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, from personnel which 
are not identified in the press dispatches* This, of course, would b< 
in violation of the rules governing the conduct of the Bureau as state 

by yourself time and time again* 

% 

In order to answer the many hundreds of letters which have come into 
this headquarters from concerned Episcopalians and members of other 
branches of the Christian dhurch, we* would appreciate a statement of 
clarification in regard to the meeting of the Joint Commission on 
Ecumenical Relations of the General Convention -of the Protestant Epis< 
Church in the U.S.A* with "personnel of the Federal Bureau of Tn- v 
vestigation." ' 

\ 4 

| Very sincerely yours. 






February 27, 1064 



/oo -.5 6 J't’?— 





you and your husband, and want to thank you for the kind sentiments 
you expressed. 



With respect to your inquiries, the 1 BI being an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government neither makes 
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity 
of any organization, publication or individual. Therefore, I trust 
you will understand why I am not in a position to comment along 
the lines you have suggested. / You may be assured, however, that 
this Bureau has not investigated the National Council of Churches. 



Mr. Dan Smoot was a Special Agent of the 1B1 from 
March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily submitted 
his resignation. His personal ventures and his opinions and comments ^ 
are strictly his own and this Bureau is unable to comment oa these >> 
in any way whatsoever. ^ ' 

I am mHoaitig some material X hope will be of ints&gst. 

Sincerely yours, I / ^ 




» * ’ ’ : . 

1 - Philadelphia- Enclosure .** n ? 



Enclosures (4) 

1 -Philad 
«ftjf M 

^l«(R6^9W 
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i See note and enclosures' 
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Enclosures: 



4-17*62 LEB Intro 
£*•1-61 LEB Intro 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
Faith in Freedom 

NOTE: Correspondent i6 not identifiable in Bufiles. The National 
Council of Churches has not been investigated by this Bureau, 
however, we have kept abreast the efforts of the Communist Party 
to infil trate this organization. Dan Smoot, former_SpeciaLAgent , 
resigned] 





TRUE COPY 
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Dear Sir. 



Frl. Feb. 21-1964 




For years we have been concerned about the 
activities of the'National. Council of Churches. At frequent intervals, 
we read in our newspaper of the support and lobbying that National 
Council is forever giving to promote liberal and socialistic plans. 

We utterly dis approve of most of the stands they take. 



K 






We are educated people who read much and diversely, 
and not uninformed fanatics, as National Council chooses to call all 
those who fear its activities. 

We have read Carl Mclntire’s publications and find no 
reason to disbelieve them - his writings are completely documented. 

If this man is a lying "hate monger", as liberal ministers love to say, V 
will you please let us know. If his fact s are facts, why is not the 
questionable activity of this group given more exposure. 

i 

I am enclosing a paper by Dan Smoot. We have no 
reason to disbelieve such documented evidence^ unless you can tell 
us the man is a liar and a fake. We would not take anyliberal minister* s 
word, because they are as fanatic in defense of this Council, and as 
full of hate for conservatives as they sayconservatives are for them . 



Frankly, in this day of political black mail, immorality, 
deceit and "peace at any price, " we are disillusioned and feaifuL We 
are convinced the liberal policies of the past three years have hurled 
us down the road to disaster, and wonder if there id enough real courage 
left, to shout a warning loud enough to save us. \ /oQ */ f). f •' / — 

You are one of the tew governmei^Afi^jwmSFwhom 
we expect an honest and straight forward answer, we woulaappreciate 
a considered reply. — - 1 ■ - 



We pray for your continued good health, as we h onestly : 
f* ' fear a worse turn to the "left", if you shpuld no longer 



c *U( 




Sneer 







I have received your letter of February Slat and want 
to thank you for your expression^* confidence In me. It la hoped 
that my future andeavore will continue to merit your support and 
approval. 

With respect to your Inquiries, the FBI being an 
Investigative agency of the Federal Government neither makes 
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or Integrity of 
any organization, publication or Individual. Therefore, I trust you 
will understand I am not In a position to comment along the lines yon 
have suggested. You may be assured, however, that this Bureau has 
not Investigated the national Council of Chnrchas. 



to you. 



Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of Interest 





fflocerely yours, 
iEasiHoow 







:losures (4) Let's Yighg Gonfmutilsm Sanely 1 (Reprinted from Xhristian 

Herald, " January, 1662), April, 1061, LEB, April 17, 1062, Internal 
Security and 'Talth In God?-Ourl Answer To Communism* 1 (Reprinted from 
June, 1061, 'Crusader. '9 -• 

MOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable In Bufiles. r && ' . 
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to. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear to. Hoover: 

lemember the child "Virginia" who wrote to the Hew J or * Ti “*f • 
thee, if there really was a Santa Claus? She gaid writing to 

then because her Teddy told her that if the Times said there was a 
Sant? Claus, then she could believe it. 

to Hoover, that is Just the way I feel about yru and the FBI. You 
are the oie person I trust explicitly and if you answer the questions 
that ere worrying me (and they are Just as real and important to me 
as Virginia's question) then I can believe it. 

Our whole church has been split apart by the influence of liberal* 
socialist-communist ideas (it appears to be a combination of all 
three melded together) coning through our church literature , pro- 
grams. study-courses, suggestions and outlines. Our church leaders 
tend to cover over any criticisms with the liberal label, ex- ^ 
plaining tout it is r. changing world and a changing plane*, nr., lac c 
change end wc must grow with them (someti._es this even xncludeo 
chan, in our minds about what the Bible really means, or wh?.t %»nri-t 
reull*' taught, or even about the importance of these things at all./ 
They seem to h?ve put all of the -emphasis in our church school 
literature, meg&zincs anl study courses on social concerns , ~-nd 
our obligations as Christians to actively concern ourselves in thl 
field. w • 

I'm sure *'ou h r ve been aware of the criticism hoaped upon the - -r . 
•CrtMonrl Counc i l of Churche s. Th lie thou 1st Church, of which X- am 
s member, :nd tho Ls.tionr.1 Council, ere closely related and inter— 
related, 'fe ere supplied with a great deal of literature through 
t}je K-tionul Council, and the he-bodlst Church is the largest de- 
nomination in the organization, representing about ten million > 
people. I could not possibly go Into detail about all -of the state- 
ments, pronouncements, and suggestions that have ciuinated from the 
II:: tlonci Council, or even, indeed, from Ihe liethodist Church, that 
have caused this upheaval , not only Cin Ha dhville ,ch\ttchec^[ ; ^f all 
denominations) but churches all around 

arln n consistency continue s to stand flu|' ^^o/aiv&yo tJCse ; 
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Our contention le that the church doeo nR need to take a stand at 
oil oa these Issues, but if they think they mint, should they tell 
tneir people how they should think, urging them to write ConmM 
or to pressure various other groups to 6 get these thSgs enJctS? 

of H e r Ue r Influence in the ^ationsl^uneil 

sjg»Z& pz ? &,w»ja i ja&2Sf5d^ 

orcanl*Btfonf* 8t °^^ U * nC * a ”^°° 

ln^^ubtle^clevei^TOyl^k^^^^^^kole^onoe^^^Sriatlaalty 

Churc'^e^shonld^et *SL« r f fniZStlon 8uch £S + ' bo National Council of 
vjflurc..es uno.ua set themselves up as authorities tn +u* a ° 

Kristian «»wr to all of theae^ooao^o ^d^ooUl^Socl^s? 
have) but it would not eliminate the .“Sbl e^oSy ££d|\ ft - “ oy 

co„e up with questions.*” 11 ’ *" “ y Kiy * to 

;fc?lonoi r oomcll of'chJ-chefof &£?e? eoaritteco to study the 

flueiice on the chu-cheS “fin? wS? 1 !L3? I vf n *5 lca ^ a,ia their **- 
ever, that it easier Ba irt i 1 * 1 probr-bly demand withdrawal (How- 

hot bdo^. nemtore belne dehS a ^“?{o^ Ce ?“f lTldua J «hhrches do * 

Char^V' ? r f 0i ;i ed by tbe BoSd JholrAan^ “onliiMiW'Sth^S 

They :re not easy to find Se^r® ei Cf arc ^in- for answers, 

we love our church and ou^* countrv ^v! ^searching our hearts because 
to help both. country, tfe have no goal in mind except 

If you tell me ve hc.ve nothinr to fear r v m h fl n. M „ 

for your prompt answer. L 1 ■ p * 1 wU1 be licve you. I pray 

aespcctfully roura: 




